ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THAILAND (FIRST BATCH)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· What steps will Thailand take to ensure that its laws and policies on workers’ rights are consistent with international standards by ratifying ILO Conventions 87 and 98 to secure the rights of workers to legitimately form labor unions and engage in collective bargaining?

· The United States is encouraged by Thailand’s commitment to enact a legal framework to protect persons from enforced disappearances and torture.  How does Thailand plan to enact such a framework? 

· The United States remains concerned by the use of security laws, including the 1914 Martial Law, the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in the State of Emergency, the 2008 Internal Security Act, and the 2019 National Intelligence Act, to target the Malayu Muslim population in the Southern Border Provinces of Thailand.  What is Thailand doing to address the misuse of these laws and ensure consistency with its international obligations and commitments?  

· The United States positively notes Thailand’s longstanding humanitarian tradition of welcoming refugees and displaced persons and collaborating with many countries regarding refugee resettlement and humanitarian assistance, including regarding the nine temporary shelters in Thailand’s border regions.  Regarding Thailand’s regulation to establish a National Screening Mechanism (NSM) for protected persons, and noting reports from civil society expressing concern that a) the NSM criteria may exclude certain nationalities or ethnicities from consideration due to national security or foreign relations-related exceptions, b) protected person status may not give approved individuals legal permission to earn a dignified livelihood while in the country, and c) individuals without legal status applying for protected persons status may be subject to immediate immigration detention and thus may be disincentivized to apply, how does Thailand plan to address these concerns? 

· The United States welcomes Thailand’s previous commitments to end detention of migrant and refugee children and its efforts to address reports of overcrowding in immigration detention centers (IDCs).  In light of reports from civil society that migrant and refugee children continue to be detained in IDCs, and that alternatives to detention and bail regulations are not consistently applied to vulnerable migrants, how does Thailand intend to fully implement its prior commitments?




LIECHTENSTEIN
· What steps has Thailand taken to ratify the Rome Statute in its 2010 version?

· What steps has Thailand taken to ratify the Kampala Amendments to the Rome Statute on the crime of aggression?

· What steps has Thailand taken to ratify the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime?

· What steps has Thailand taken to ratify the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime?

· What steps has Thailand taken towards the full and legal abolition of the death penalty?

SWEDEN
· What measures are taken to ensure the implementation of the National Action Plan on business and human rights, especially regarding mandatory measures for businesses and the protection of human rights defenders from abusive lawsuits? 

· What is the timeframe for the enactment of the Act on Torture and Enforced Disappearances, in order to bring Thailand in line with its international obligations under the Convention against torture? 

· What policies have been implemented to ensure that all students are able to complete their education safely, with dignity and without discrimination or violence of any kind?

URUGUAY
· Following the recommendation presented by Uruguay in the second cycle of the UPR, which was accepted by Thailand, additional information would be appreciated on the status of the parliamentary debates aimed at the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the International Convention against Torture.

SLOVENIA
· While note the diverse measures to eliminate violence against women and domestic violence that have been undertaken, we would be interested to learn if you have conducted any awareness-raising campaigns on the elimination of violence against women and domestic violence. How do you address the stereotypical gender roles that may also contribute to violence against woman?

BELGIUM
· What is the current state of play of the ratification process of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance? Is the government of Thailand considering to ratify the Optional Protocols to the Convention against Torture and to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court?

· Belgium is a strong proponent of the abolition of the death penalty. Is the government of Thailand considering to remove the death penalty as punishment for offences that do not meet the ‘most serious crimes’ threshold and to ensure that the most rigorous internationally recognized standards for fair trial are respected in capital trials?

· Will the government of Thailand amend article 112 of the Criminal Code in order to bring it in conformity with article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as Belgium recommended during the previous UPR? Which measures will be taken to ensure that children can exercise their rights to freedom of expression and peaceful protest in conformity with the International Convention on the Rights of the Child?

· Is the government of Thailand considering further steps to promote equal rights for LGBTI by extending the premises of its Civil Partnership Bill, given that the current term of ‘partner’ still excludes them from several rights and benefits?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Belgium congratulates the government of Thailand with the adoption of its National Action Plan on Business & Human Rights. Is the government envisaging to enact legal protection against SLAPP cases?

