[bookmark: _GoBack]18 January 2022 - Human Rights Council
Fourth Intersessional Meeting for Dialogue and Cooperation on Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Investing in sustainable recovery, advancing gender equality and strengthening partnerships – Towards a renewed social contract anchored in human rights
Statement by Romania

Mr. Chair,

Romania aligns itself with the EU’s statement. We welcome the very relevant focus of this meeting on SDGs 5 and 17 and remain committed to contribute to their accomplishment. We take this opportunity to share Romania’s objectives and achievements in advancing gender equality - an important pathway towards global recovery and an investment in sustainable development.
Women and girls’ rights has been one of Romania’s priorities during the 2019 EU Council Presidency and it is one of our priorities as a candidate state for a new mandate for Human Rights Council for the 2023-2025 term. Our candidacy is consistent with our commitment to multilateralism, to the rules-based international order and to the comprehensive approach to peace and security, and sets in a wider global engagement for democracy and human rights. Most recent example is our presidency of the Community of Democracies. 
We approach gender equality and the fight against gender both as objectives of human rights and as prerequisites for social justice, development, peace and progress towards achieving the 2030 Agenda’s targets. 
Romania has a well-structured legislation, institutional mechanisms, an active civil society and an important academic sector. Changing the focus from a reactive to a                 pro-active approach, thus ensuring the empowerment of women was key for democratising Romania’s entire economic, political and social life. 
Therefore, Romania will continue to act as a reliable partner, to fight for achieving institutional gender parity, for women’s access to public life or decision-making positions, for eliminating discrimination, stereotypes and pay gaps. Gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls are essential to overcoming current and future crises and to laying the foundations for a fairer, more inclusive and resilient society. 
We will encourage and rely on the new generations to reimagine economies, societies and political systems. These change-makers of all genders and ages will take the lead and use their transformative energy to ensure that no one is left behind.
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