ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SOUTH SUDAN (FIRST BATCH)
SWEDEN
· Sweden is concerned that 58 percent of children in South Sudan are married before the age of 18. What measures are the government taking to end child marriages in South Sudan? 
· How will the government of South Sudan ensure that the armed attacks and violence throughout the country, not least against women and children, are brought to an end?
· What measures will be taken to ensure that the announced elections in 2023 are free, fair and inclusive? 

LIECHTENSTEIN
· What steps has South Sudan taken to ratify the Rome Statute in its 2010 version?
· What steps has South Sudan taken towards the full and legal abolition of the death penalty?
· What steps has South Sudan taken to join the Code of Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, as elaborated by the Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT)?
· What steps has South Sudan taken to accede to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its additional protocols?

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
· Will the Government of South Sudan honour its promise to uphold freedom of speech, assembly and press specifically by creating and implementing targeted policies and initiatives to prevent harassment, arbitrary arrest and detention, enforced disappearance and killing of civilians, journalists and members of civil society?
· What specific steps will the Government of South Sudan take to ensure the protection of humanitarian workers and unhindered access to provide much needed support to those in need?
·  What progress has been made, and what further steps are planned, to eliminate conflict related sexual violence? In particular through the implementation of South Sudan’s “Action Plan for the Armed Forces on Addressing Conflict Related Sexual Violence in South Sudan (Jan 2021-Dec 2023)” since signing in January 2021. 
· What meaningful efforts have been made, and what further steps are planned, by law enforcement or the Government of South Sudan to prosecute cases of corruption by public officials?
· How will the Government of South Sudan demonstrate delivery of their commitment to justice? Specifically, how will they improve the quality of services provided to survivors and victims of human rights violations and abuses, in particular ensuring: sufficient numbers of, and training for, judges; prompt investigations; witness protection; and proactive strategies to increase positive perceptions of the legal system?

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· Will you investigate reported violence against civilians in Western Equatoria and hold accountable individuals found responsible for violations or serious human rights abuses?
· When do you plan to commence the constitutional drafting process?
· Do you commit to holding free and fair elections on a timeline in accordance with existing commitments?
· Will you hold any senior officials accountable for corruption?
· How does the government of South Sudan plan to cooperate and support the HRC mechanism?

SLOVENIA
· While we note positive measures undertaken with a view to eradicate sexual and gender based violence, we would be interested to learn if there have been any steps to strengthen the legislative framework by adopting the Anti-Gender Based Violence Law?

GERMANY
· What is the further timetable for dealing with the security laws that are before Parliament (R-TNLA) for deliberation and enactment? Which bills on the duties and powers of the security organs are currently before Parliament for discussion? To what extent is attention paid to the design of these laws in accordance with human rights (e.g. legal basis for arrests and measures restricting freedom)?
· What measures (and by when) does the national government intend to take to end the widespread state of impunity?
· What measures (and by when) does the national government intend to take to curb the use of violence along ethnic and/or political lines of conflict at the local/regional level? 
· What is the further timetable for the establishment of the National Council on Gender-Based Violence and Femicide? What are possible obstacles? How can the international community provide support, if necessary? 

SPAIN
· What measures is the Government of South Sudan implementing to address violence against women, including measures for the protection and redress of victims?
· Spain would like to congratulate South Sudan on the adoption of the Action Plan to halt and prevent grave violations against children.  We wouldthereforelike to know the measures the authorities are implementing to end human rights violations against children, especially regarding the recruitment and use of children in the context of conflicts, as well as sexual violence against children, which continue to occur in the country.
· What steps are the national  authorities taking in order to adopt the Draft Statute of the Hybrid Court for South Sudan,to ensure that the court is established and becomes rapidly operational, starting with its investigative branch, and to implement all other transitional justice provisions of the peace agreement. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What measures is the Government planning to take to ensure that he National Commission of Human Rights is able to deliver its mandate according to the Paris Principles, including through enhancing its human and funding resources?


