ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE SUDAN (FIRST BATCH)
SWEDEN
· Sweden is concerned about the volatile situation and tensions in Darfur and South Kordofan state, not least after the termination of the UNAMID mandate on 31 December 2020 and the delay in operationalisation of dedicated national joint security forces. What is being done to ensure the protection of civilians in Sudan, especially in conflict affected areas such as Darfur and South Kordofan? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]While Sweden welcomes the steps taken to start ratifying the CEDAW Convention, we are concerned about the reservations made regarding women having equal rights in marriage and divorce as well as women being considered equal at all political levels. How will it be ensured that women are having equal rights in marriage and divorce and being considered equal at all political levels, and what is the status of the ratification process? 
· What steps have been taken to investigate the most serious crimes under international law, particularly those committed by government forces and allied militia under the leadership of former President Omar al-Bashir, as well as during the political transition?

LIECHTENSTEIN
· What steps has Sudan taken to ratify the Rome Statute in its 2010 version?
· What steps has Sudan taken towards the full and legal abolition of the death penalty?
· What steps has Sudan taken to join the Code of Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, as elaborated by the Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT)?

GERMANY
· What is Sudan doing to ensure the right to freedom of assembly and the protection of civilians, as well as to advance investigations into the events since Oct. 25, 2021? 
· When will the results of the investigations into the violent dispersal of the June 3, 2019 sit-in be published?
· How does Sudan plan to address the ongoing violence in individual regions, particularly Darfur, in the long term?

SPAIN
· What steps do the authorities intend to take to ratify, as approved previously, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the United Nations Convention against Torture and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court?
· Can the authorities inform on when the National Independent Committee mandated to conduct a transparent and thorough investigation into violations committed on 3 June 2019 and other related incidents will release its findings?
· What measures are the authorities planning to take to effectively combat and prevent cases of torture, forced disappearances and arbitrary detentions?
· Spain would like to congratulate Sudan on the criminalization of female genital mutilation (FGM), as well as on the adoption of a National Strategy against FGM, and would like to know what measures have been or, will be adopted, to move towards the definitive elimination of this practice, highly prevalent in the country.
· Do the present-day authorities plan to continue the line of reforms that Hamdok’s government started regarding, for instance, the fight against gender violence?

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· What are your plans to hold accountable those responsible for violence against peaceful protestors?
· By what date does the military commit to hand over the chair of the Sovereign Council to civilian leadership?
· Do you commit to holding free and fair elections in late 2023 or early 2024?
· Do you intend to stand up the Joint Security Force to protect civilians from increased violence in Darfur?
· What steps will the government of Sudan take to promote freedom of religion or belief during the next five years?
· What progress has been made on the creation and implementation of the Religious Freedom Commission, called for in the Juba Peace Agreement?


