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COVID-19 and the increase of domestic violence against women

1. To what extent has there been an increase of violence against women, especially domestic violence in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns? Please provide all available data on the increase of violence against women, including domestic violence and femicides, registered during COVID-19 crisis. 
After the spread of COVID-19 virus, we have consulted with women of different unions of BoguraSadar where we got complaints of domestic violence. Due to unemployment and financial crisis in this lockdown situation, frustration and anxiety has become a common problem in the families and in most of the cases its effects fall on women of the family. Along with extra work load and mental abuse, the rate of physical violence has also increased to a large extent in this COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns.
2. Are help lines run by Government and/or civil society available? Has there been an increase in the number of calls in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic?

A central government service providing helpline is available. Number of calls has increased due to the context of COVID-19 pandemic and so the government initiated a separate COVID-19 response helpline in order to cope with the number of calls related to COVID-19 (Information desk, emergency response and primary healthcare provider). 
3. Can women victims of domestic violence be exempted from restrictive measures to stay at home in isolation if they face domestic violence?

It is possible to exempt the victims from the restrictive measures to stay at home in isolation only if shelter can be provided to them as they have nowhere else to go where they will not fall victim to violence. Unfortunately shelter facilities are not available and cannot be provided to the victims.
4. Are shelters open and available? Are there any alternatives to shelters available if they are closed or without sufficient capacity?

Shelters are not available and thereare no alternatives to shelters. Also there is no scope to create or provide new shelter services. 

5. Are protection orders available and accessible in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic?
There are protection orders under the government justice system but they are not implemented properly. Besides, due to COVID-19 pandemic the police are mainly concerned about the situation and are working relentlessly to stop the spread of the virus. Hence other cases are not given much importance in this situation. 
6. What are the impacts on women’s access to justice? Are courts open and providing protection and decisions in cases of domestic violence?

The police or any other service providing body are engaged with COVID-19 pandemic response team and are mainly focusing on the lockdown issue. Other cases are not given much importance in this situation. Courts are either closed or open for a very limited period of time with minimum officials but no protection or decisions are being given in cases of domestic violence.

7. What are the impacts of the current restrictive measures and lockdowns on women’s access to health services? Please specify whether services are closed or suspended, particularly those focusing on reproductive health,

Doctors are not available in hospitals or clinics other than the ones dealing with COVID-19 patients and even there the main focus of treatment has become curing the patients of COVID-19. Access to health services is very limited or unavailable in this pandemic and there is a much reduced access to reproductive health care services for women which has become a great problem.
8. Please provide examples of obstacles encountered to prevent and combat domestic violence during the COVID-19 lockdowns.

Limited access to transportation, healthcare services and legal services are obstacles to prevent and combat domestic violence in the COVID-19 lockdowns. Besides, the male members of the family are at home in the lockdowns and they deny to the fact that there are issues related to violence in their family. Because of the applied restrictive measures, we are also facing obstacles in reaching out to women at their homes and women are also not interested in coming out of their homes as they are not getting proper legal services.
9. Please provide examples of good practices to prevent and combat violence against women and domestic violence and to combat other gendered impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic by Governments.
The Government hasn’t initiated any new plans or rules to prevent violence against women in COVID-19 outbreak but the existing rules has proven to be helpful in combating violence. But the government has taken vast initiatives to combat impacts of COVID-19 starting from providing relief, extensive healthcare to those in need and ensuring the rules are followed. Strict instructions are imposed on local government to control the areas under their supervision and ensure people are getting maximum help from the government. They are also advertising to raise awareness against any kind of gender violence issue.
10. Please provide examples of good practices to prevent and combat violence against women and domestic violence and to combat other gendered impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic by NGOs and NHRIs or equality bodies.
The NGOs and NHRIs haven’t also taken extensive measures to prevent violence against women due to the lack of funds. Besides, due to restrictive measures and lockdowns various gendered issues are also coming to light. NGOs and NHRIs are not able to take any extensive measures but they are working to raise awareness through posters, leaflets etc.
11. Please send any additional information on the impacts of the COVID-19 crisis on domestic violence against women not covered by the questions above.

Women being restricted to their household premises only in this pandemic are facing the pressure of extra household chores, frustration, anxiety and physical torture from the male members of the family due to financial crisis. Lactating mothers, infants are also sufferers of this situation.

