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Call for submissions: COVID-19 and the increase of domestic violence against women

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Ms. Dubravka Šimonović, is following closely the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on women's right to a life free from violence. As she warned in a recent statement in 27 March 2020, the efforts to deal with the current health crisis may lead to an increase in domestic violence against women.

As initial police and hotline reports suggest, domestic violence has already surged in many countries, as measures imposing isolation compel a number of women to be kept at home under the same roof with perpetrators, thus exacerbating women's vulnerability to domestic violence, including femicides. The risk is aggravated by fewer police interventions; the closure of courts and limited access to justice; the closure of shelters and services for victims, and reduced access to reproductive health services.

In her upcoming report to the General Assembly, to be presented in October 2020, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women will address the topic of COVID-19 and the increase of violence against women, with a focus on domestic violence. To that end, the Special Rapporteur wishes to receive all relevant information on the increase of gender-based violence against women and domestic violence in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic from civil society, States, National Human Rights Institutions, international organisations, academia and other stakeholders on the following issues:

1. To what extent has there been an increase of violence against women, especially domestic violence in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns? Please provide all available data on the increase of violence against women, including domestic violence and femicides, registered during the COVID-19 crisis.

     South Africa has been in Lockdown since 27 March starting from Level 5,4, From 1 June we moved to level 3 just over two weeks +- two weeks of Level 3 twenty-one (21) women and children have been killed.  Generally during the lockdown period the cases of Gender Based Violence have drastically increased in terms of information received from the SAPS 1 May 2020 148 people have been arrested on charges relating to Gender Based Violence and over 2000 complaints of GBV were made to the SAPS in the  first few days of the lockdown

2. Are helplines run by Government and/or civil society available? Has there been an increase in the number of calls in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic?

Helplines are available and adverts were screened or screened on National TV for and giving number to call like 0800 150 150, there is a GBV National Command Center facility that has received almost 12 000 calls since the implementation of the lockdown.

3. Can women victims of domestic violence be exempted from restrictive measures to stay at home in isolation if they face domestic violence?

When abuse is taking place within a family the home becomes a very unsafe place for the victim. Many times, forcing women to stay in their unsafe homes.

4. Are shelters open and available? Are there any alternatives to shelters available if they are closed or without sufficient capacity?

 The president of South Africa during his national address on the June he mentioned that 10 Government department buildings have been handed over to the Social Development to be used as shelters, addressing one of the biggest challenges facing survivors who want to leave abusive relationships, there are shelters that are run by NGO’s and NPO’s.

5. Are protection orders available and accessible in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic?

 The protection orders are available as courts can work especially for the cased that has to do with GBV.
6. What are the impacts on women's access to justice? Are courts open and providing protection and decisions in cases of domestic violence?

    There are thirteen regional courts that have been upgraded into sexual offences courts with 7000 evidence collection kits that have been distributed regularly to every police station in the country with 1000 survivor friendly rooms at the police stations

7. What are the impacts of the current restrictive measures and lockdowns on women's access to health services? Please specify whether services are closed or suspended, particularly those focusing on reproductive health.

It hasn’t been easy to access health services especially on the 5th and 4th phase of the lockdown, restrictions on movement of people created fear and anxiety and people were scared to even collect their medication, so services were not closed but women were scared to go out and come back to maybe infect their families especially children.

8. Please provide examples of obstacles encountered to prevent and combat domestic violence during the COVID-19 lockdowns.

During the lockdown period we have ensured that survivors of GBV have access to support and services, including GBV hotline, shelters and centre’s providing support to victims of Sexual Violence.

9. Please provide examples of good practices to prevent and combat violence against women and domestic violence and to combat other gendered impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic by Governments.

South Africa has a National Strategic Plan on GBV and the Department of Women is having virtual meetings through Zoom with Civil Society and televised meetings with people leaving with disabilities on their challenges during lockdown including abuse.

10. Please provide examples of good practices to prevent and combat violence against women and domestic violence and to combat other gendered impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic by NGOs and NHRIs or equality bodies.

The NGO’s have been the voice through media highlighting

Experienced challenges.

There is an emergency Response plan to combat GBV and femicide and that 1,6 billion in government funding would be prioritised to support its implementation until the end of the financial year.

11. Please send any additional information on the impacts of the COVID-19 crisis on domestic violence against women not covered by the questions above.

South Africa has come up with legislative amendments prepared around among other things, minimum sentencing in cases of GBV, strict bail conditions for suspects and greater protection for women who are victims of intimate partner violence.

South Africa has developed a National Strategic Plan to guide SA’s National efforts against GBV.

All submissions should be sent to vaw@ohchr.org as soon as possible, and will be received until 30 June 2020. You are kindly requested to provide your submissions in English, French or Spanish. Kindly indicate if you DO NOT wish your submission to be made publicly available. 
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