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Government of Zimbabwe 

REPORT TO THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, ITS CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES ON THE IMPACT OF COVID 19 ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
1. Introduction 
1.1 The Government of Zimbabwe has not been spared by the COVID 19 Pandemic whose direct and indirect consequences have had negative impacts on women and girls worldwide. As of 30 June 2020, Zimbabwe had 591 confirmed cases of COVID 19 including 162 recoveries and 7 deaths. As a result of the pandemic, the Government of Zimbabwe has been implementing strict regulations in order to contain the pandemic. One of the strict measures instituted included lockdown regulations which meant that families had to stay at home even in cases of abusive relationships.
2. Rapid Gender Assessment of the impact of COVID 19 on Women and Girls
2.1 In order to establish the impact of the COVID 19 on Women and Girls, the Government of Zimbabwe through the Ministry of Women Affairs, Community, Small and Medium Enterprises Development commissioned a rapid gender assessment of the impact of COVID 19 on women and girls. Some of the key findings of the assessment were as follows;
· The lockdown restrictions presented  a lot of uncertainties, anxiety and stress for the populace;
· The lockdown restrictions presented a high risk of increase in domestic violence cases as families were locked down and obliged to stay at home;
· Most women lost economic opportunities as the majority are concentrated in the informal sector and these were not operational and
· Due to travel restrictions some victims of domestic violence had difficulties in accessing GBV services especially in the first lockdown phase which spanned from 29 March to19 April 2020.
3. STATISTICS OF GBV CASES DURING THE FIRST PHASE OF THE LOCK DOWN (29 MARCH TO 19 APRIL 2020)
3.1 The first phase of the lockdown which spanned from the 29th of March to the 19th of April 2020 was the most challenging phase as the country went through a total shutdown with GBV services being offered virtually. The table below presents the cases of Gender Based Violence which were handled during the first phase.
	Entity
	Number of cases received

	Zimbabwe Republic Police
	340

	One Stop Centres for Gender Based Violence 
	97

	Zimbabwe Women Lawyers Association 
	210

	Adult Rape Clinic
	56

	Family Support Trust
	91

	Padare/Enkhundleni/Men’s Forum on Gender
	67

	Musasa Project
	956


4. Programmes implemented to reduce the impact of COVID 19 on Women and Girls
Some of the programmes implemented by the State Party to reduce the impact of COVID 19 on women and girls are as follows;

· The Government is supporting members of the informal sector who have been affected by COVID 19 with a cushioning allowance to sustain them during the lockdown period. Women constitute the majority of those in the informal sector.
· The Government of Zimbabwe has classified Gender Based Violence Services as essential services and these have continued to be provided during the lockdown period although the first phase was characterised with mobility challenges. 
· As a result of the travel restrictions imposed due to the COVID 19 pandemic, there has been an activation of online GBV services through toll-free lines and social media platforms. These have made it possible for survivors to report and seek specialised services especially legal services, counselling and psycho-social support. However, medical services required survivors to physically visit health facilities. 
· In order to sensitise communities of the available GBV services, District specific GBV referral pathways were developed and popularised so as to provide communities with contact details of GBV service providers.
· In order to raise awareness on GBV and COVID 19, a number of Multi-media awareness campaigns were conducted by the various stakeholders working on Gender Based Violence. These were meant to promote harmonious living in the midst of the lockdown.
· Focus during the lockdown period has also been on restoring the dignity of women and girls. The pandemic and the restrictions imposed thereafter has increased the vulnerability levels and hence issues of dignity in most cases are neglected. To this effect, the Government of Zimbabwe through the Ministry of Women Affairs, Community, Small and Medium Enterprises Development, UN Agencies and other Civil Society partners have been distributing dignity kits to vulnerable women and girls. The dignity kits mainly comprise of hygiene and sanitary products.  
5. Lessons learnt
The COVID 19 pandemic has provided lessons for the future for the Government of Zimbabwe and some of these key lessons are as follows:
· The need to strengthen Gender responsive emergency preparedness;
· Need to strengthen coordination in emergency response;
· The need to resource gender responsive emergency plans;
· Need to increase capacity of GBV response  and handling facilities and

· Need to strengthen household food security.
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