
Reply of Viet Nam to the questionnaire in relation to the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/268 on “Strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system” adopted on 9 April 2014
 (Note Verbales of the OHCHR dated 16 December 2021 and 01 February 2022)

First, Viet Nam highly appreciates the roles played by the United Nations human rights treaty body system in promoting and protecting human rights as well as assisting States parties to implement their obligations provided in the United Nations human rights treaties. 


Second, with regard to reporting procedures, Viet Nam wishes to share the following views:


- Regarding the simplified reporting procedures, they should remain optional for States parties, and should be implemented on the State-led process, in conformity with the situations and realities of States parties.


- Regarding the timeframe, the fact that after presenting the reports, States parties are given quite short time to submit their written responses to clarify the issues relating to their laws and policies and supplement the information in respect of their implementation of the United Nations human rights treaties as well as specific statistics (only 48 hours while the United Nations human rights treaty bodies often issue their observations and recommendations two weeks later) results in the insufficient reflection of States parties’ implementation of the relevant United Nations human rights treaties. Therefore, Viet Nam suggests extending the timeframe for States parties to submit their written responses after presenting the national report to 72 hours (instead of 48 hours) to ensure the full and comprehensive provision of information and documents before the final observations and recommendations. Viet Nam also proposes to extend the timeframe for the report submission to 3-4 years for mid-term reports and 6-8 years for periodic reports in order to facilitate the implementation of recommendations and reduce the burden in drafting and protecting the reports. 

Third, regarding the collection and use of information, Viet Nam is concerned about some unverified, incorrect, and unofficial information used for observations and recommendations by many of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies. Viet Nam views that criteria and mechanisms of the selection of information, which are similar to the mechanisms of receipt and classification of information of special procedures of the Human Rights Council, should be established in order to ensure that the information used in assessing the States parties’ implementation of the United Nations human rights treaties is correct and verified. 
Fourth, regarding the concluding observations and recommendations of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies, some of them tend to politicize human rights and are not consistent with the nature and scope of the relevant United Nations human rights treaties. The members of the United Nations human rights treaties bodies rarely take into account States parties’ particularities such as political system, cultural and historical values, which makes a number of concluding observations and recommendations of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies inconsistent with States parties’ practical conditions, political system, directions and policies; affects the feasibility of these concluding observations and recommendations; and requires more time to implement than the time set in the reporting circle. 

Therefore, Viet Nam proposes that the concluding observations and recommendations of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies should be made on the basis of State parties’ particularities such as political system, cultural and historical values…, in order to ensure their feasibility and encourage the implementation by States parties. In addition, States parties should be consulted on the selection of priority recommendations and their implementation capacities. 

Fifth, with regard to the coordination among the United Nations human rights treaty bodies, in practice, the fact that the United Nations human rights treaty bodies issues different observations and recommendations on a specific issue leads to the overlaps and difficulties in implementing these observations and recommendations, and to the waste of resources. Therefore, Viet Nam proposes that the coordination among the United Nations human rights treaty bodies should be strengthened in order to eliminate the overlaps and maximize the number of issues which can be discussed as well as to promote the dialogue among the different United Nations human rights treaties bodies. 
Finally, technical assistance and training should be strengthened to enhance quality and efficiency of the national reports process in particular and implementation of the United Nations human rights treaties in general./. 
