
  

 

29 October 2021 

 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

United Nations Office at Geneva 

CH 1211 Geneva 10 

Switzerland 

 

Re: RFI OHCHR report to the Human Rights Council, “The rights of the child and family reunification” 
 

To the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: 
 

We are writing in response to the OHCHR request for information that can help promote the “rights of the child 

and family reunification,” to be discussed at the 2022 meeting on the rights of the child. We, DNA Bridge 

(dnabridge.org), are a volunteer consortium of scientists (primarily U.S.-based), human rights advocates, and 

scholars assembled to advocate for a DNA-led approach to identifying families of children separated by armed 

conflicts, disasters, and inhumane immigration policies in a secure, ethical, and humane manner. Our current focus 

is to support the use of DNA to reunify migrant children separated from their families at the United States/Mexico 

border during the Trump administration’s inhumane “Zero Tolerance” policy, but ultimately our approach is 

applicable to the hundreds of thousands of displaced children worldwide.  
 

DNA data already are used routinely by the U.S. government to screen family relationship claims, sometimes 

resulting in separations; DNA data also should be applied to reunify families, but outside of any government and 

with data protections for this vulnerable population. Reunification should happen as quickly as possible using the 

tools available, including restorative protection (refugee status) for all members of the family, particularly where a 

human rights violation took place. We have developed a pragmatic approach that we believe can be successful and 

have on-the-ground partnerships in Guatemala and El Salvador ready to create a DNA database approach that can 

match missing migrant children with their searching biological relatives. Our approach—developed to promote the 
best interests of the child and respect the agency of families while preserving privacy—is outlined in our recent 

Science article, “Using DNA to reunify separated migrant families” (attached), also presented as a panel at AAAS 

Science Technology and Human Rights meeting in October 2021.  
 

Please feel free to contact any member of DNA Bridge consortium for more information. Some key contacts 

within our consortium are listed below. 
 

Sincerely, 

                                                          

 

Sara H Katsanis, MS Elizabeth Barnert, MD MPH MS M Veronica Svetaz, MD MPH 
Research Assistant Professor 

Ann & Robert H Lurie Children’s Hospital 

of Chicago 

Dept of Pediatrics 

Northwestern University 
skatsanis@luriechildrens.org 

+410.533.7387 

Associate Professor 

Dept of Pediatrics 

David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 

ebarnert@mednet.ucla.edu 

+510.703.1503 

Assistant Professor of Family Medicine and 

Community Health  

University of Minnesota School of Medicine 

veronica.svetaz@gmail.com 

 

 
Key partnering organizations 
 

Pediatrics expertise on family separation Genetics expertise on missing persons 

Elizabeth Barnert  

– signatory 

M Veronica Svetaz  

– signatory 

Sara H Katsanis 

– signatory 

Richard Selden (ANDE corporation)  

– rfs4n6@ande.com 
 

Human rights expertise on DNA applications Legal expertise on DNA and immigration 

Eric Stover (UC Berkeley) 

– stovere@berkeley.edu 

Jennifer K Wagner (Penn State Univ) 

– jkw131@psu.edu 

Thomas J White (UC Berkeley) 

– tomwhite42450@gmail.com 

Dan Berger (Curran, Berger & Kludt) 

– dhb@cbkimmigration.com 
 

Key partnering organizations 
Physicians for Human Rights    – Ranit Mishori  – rmishori@phr.org 
International Commission on Missing Persons   – Andreas Kleiser  – andreas.kleiser@icmp.int 
Pro-Búsqueda (El Salvador)     – Patricia Vásquez  – mariaspaty@yahoo.com 
Fundación de Antropología Forense de Guatemala  – Fredy Peccerelli  – fpeccerelli@gmail.com 

https://www.dnabridge.org/
https://www.science.org/doi/abs/10.1126/science.abh3979
https://www.aaas.org/coalition/conference/2021
https://www.aaas.org/coalition/conference/2021
mailto:skatsanis@luriechildrens.org
mailto:ebarnert@mednet.ucla.edu
mailto:veronica.svetaz@gmail.com


Cite as: E. Barnert et al., Science 

10.1126/science.abh3979 (2021).  
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Using DNA to reunify separated migrant families 

10.1126/science. abh3979 

By Elizabeth Barnert1†, Sara H Katsanis2,3*†, Ranit Mishori4,5, Jennifer K Wagner6, Richard F Selden7, Diana 

Madden2,6, Dan Berger8, Henry Erlich9, Kathryn Hampton5, Andreas Kleiser10, Alessandra La Vaccara10, 

Thomas J Parsons10, Fredy A Peccerelli11, Mariana Herrera Piñero12, Michael J Stebbins13, Patricia 

Vásquez14, Curren W Warf15, Thomas J White16, Eric Stover16†, M Veronica Svetaz17† 

†denotes equal contribution 

Email: skatsanis@luriechildrens.org 

10.1126/science. abh3979 
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