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This paper has been prepared to contribute to the thematic report of the independent expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons during the 51st session of the Human Rights Council, on the human rights of older persons deprived of their liberty, in public and private places, in detention facilities, as well as in places of care.

	1- What are the key human rights risks and violations affecting older persons deprived of their liberty, considering different intersectional factors? 




One of the most main risks related to the human rights of elderly people is developing   physical or mental disability along with aging, which prevents the elderly from practicing their daily activities. In this context, Saudi Arabia’s laws have guaranteed the elderly right to health care, foremost of which the Basic Law of Governance as states in Article (27) that “The State shall guarantee the rights of citizens and their families in cases of emergency, sickness, disability, and old age, and shall support the social security system and encourage institutions and individuals to participate in charitable work”. The Elderly Rights and Care Law, which was recently issued by Royal Decree No. (M/47) dated 6/1/2022, granting the elderly right to health care, as it states in Article (11) that public service providers should give the elderly priority access to basic services, especially health and social services. In addition the establishment of the Family Affairs Council and its statute by Council of ministers Resolution No. 433 dated 25/07/2016, which stipulates in Article (6) of the statute  establishment a number of committees, including the “Committee for the Elderly”; a national committee that develops preventive plans and projects and awareness programs that aim to meet the requirements of the elderly, formulate the general policy for elderly care in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and propose laws and regulations for the elderly that guarantee them a dignified social life, enhance their status, and raise awareness of the elderly’s conditions and issues to guarantee their family and social status, and enhances their positive role, encourages and strengthens the family’s role in caring for the elderly, researches the development of care methods and services provided to the elderly in cooperation with regional and international organizations and bodies working in this field, proposes programs and projects for the elderly in line with their experiences and tendencies, conducts studies and research, and holds seminars and conferences on various issues of elderly in cooperation with universities, centers and organizations specialized in this aspect.

	2- Please provide figures and data on older persons deprived of their liberty. Has the number of older persons deprived of their liberty increased or decreased over the past decade? 




After issuance of Elderly Rights and Care Law recently, the number of older persons residing in social care institutions is expected to decrease.

	3- What kind of specific measures have been taken and implemented concerning older persons deprived of their liberty in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic? 




· Aid is provided to both elderly men and women, including the elderly deprived of their liberty, in order to face the Covid-19 pandemic, including the continuity of basic health services by prioritizing dealing with health cases, and rescheduling appointments for clinics and routine surgeries to ensure keep the beneficiaries from infection, follow-up of inpatients in intensive care. In addition to the “My Health” application, through which health services are provided to individuals, such as facilitating access to Covid-19 examination sites or vaccination sites, by registering a prior appointment to obtain the service within a few minutes.
· Issuance of a royal order to suspend the implementation of final judicial rulings related to the imprisonment in private right cases, with immediate release for those who were imprisoned in implementation of those rulings.
· Adding Article No. (83/4) to the executive regulations of the Enforcement Law, which control the executive imprisonment, the guilty is not imprisoned if he is more than 60 years old.
· Launching the service of receiving Covid-19 vaccine at home for elderly, to preserve the health and safety of the elderly who are eligible for vaccination and to protect them from complications of Covid-19 infection. 
· In order to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic in detention places and social care centres for the elderly some of the most notable measures is following:
· If a resident of social care centres or prisons is infected, all elderly and workers are examined.
· The patient is also isolated in a single room with good ventilation, with the application of contact and aerosol isolation precautions.
· Alert guests not to leave their rooms in the event of a suspected or confirmed case, and when necessary, they are obligated to wear the mask.
· All workers and the elderly must be followed up daily by checking there temperature, respiratory symptoms and other symptoms for a period of 14 days from the registration of the confirmed case.


	4- Could you give us an overview on the national and local legal frameworks which prevent and protect older persons deprived of their liberty from human rights violations? Are there effective and available national monitoring and accountability mechanisms? Please provide a detailed answer with supporting information/documents. 



In addition to what was indicated in the answer to question (1), the Law of Protection from Abuse was issued by Royal Decree No. M/52 dated 21/09/2013, which represents a legal fence to protect all family members against abuse, including the elderly who are deprived of their freedom, in addition to what states in Article 3 of the Elderly Rights and Care Law that “the elderly have the right to live with his family, and they responsible to shelter and take care of him”. As Article (15) of the Elderly Rights and Care Law prohibition (the breadwinner who takes care of the elderly person) from disposing of his money without his consent, and the prohibition of deliberately violating the protection of the elderly. In addition, Article (16) of the Elderly Rights and Care Law stipulated the penalties for violation the provisions of Article (15) with a prison sentence up to one year, and a fine of up to (500,000) SAR. The Kingdom’s regulations also guarantee supervisory and judicial remedies for the elderly, and these mechanisms work together to ensure the protection of the elderly from all forms of violence, legal aid and reparation, and ensure punishment of the perpetrators. A centre has also been established to receive complains of violence.
It should be noted that all government agencies and civil society institutions cooperate with each other in order to protect and promote the elderly rights, by taking appropriate measures to protect and promote their rights, including the establishment of the Human Rights Commission a supervisory entity that promote and protect human rights - to follow up on government entities, including detention centres and social care homes, to ensure their implementation of the Kingdom's obligations under the International human rights conventions to which the Kingdom is a party.  This oversight role requires the commission to coordinate with government entities that provide public services to the elderly, to overcome obstacles, and discuss the best ways to enforcement the Kingdom’s obligations under conventions. In addition, the Human Rights Commission responsible for monitoring the implementation of human rights conventions to which Saudi Arabia is a party, through the complaints it receives, including complaints it receives from the elderly residing in social care homes, or those detained in detention homes, in addition to the violations monitoring in this regard during the commission - within its tasks - Regular visits to detention centres or social institutions.
In addition, the Family Affairs Council, established in 2016, has assumed many competencies related to the rights of the elderly. It has established a committee concerned with the elderly, in addition to take many measures aimed at promoting and protecting the rights of the elderly, the most prominent of which are:
· Development of “Elderly Services” guide in partnership with the Saudi Elderly Support Organization “WAQAR”: It is the outcome of a comprehensive field survey carried out by WAQAR Society. (Elderly Services guide) in partnership with the Family Affairs Council, represented by the Elderly Committee.
· Launching awareness programs through multiple channels, including traditional and modern media, workshops and courses, in partnership with several parties and in conjunction with international days, such as activating the International Day for the Elderly, "digital illiteracy for the elderly."

	5- Please share examples of good practices on how to ensure that older persons deprived of their liberty can exercise their human rights.




Prisons and detention centres are subject to inspection by the executive and judicial authorities, with the aim of ensuring the application of laws that comply with human rights standards. The Public Prosecution monitors and inspects prisons and detention centres at any time and direct contact with prisoners and detainees and listens to their complaints, in accordance with Article (38) of Law of Criminal Procedures, and Article (25) of its Executive Regulations. The Human Rights Commission, in accordance with its statute, visits prisons and detention centres at any time and without permission from the competent authority. As part of the efforts of civil society institutions in this field, the National Society for Human Rights also visits prisons and detention centres on a regular basis.
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