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Questionnaire on girls’ and young women’s activism
Introduction 
The Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, composed of five experts from different regions of the world, whose role is to monitor the situation of women’s and girls’ human rights globally and to set standards for better protection of their rights, is preparing its next thematic report to the Human Rights Council on the topic of girls’ and young women’s participation, activism and collective action.

The Working Group would thus like to hear from you about your experiences, in particular the characteristics and features of your work, supporting factors as well as barriers, with a view of making relevant recommendations to the States and international community aiming at contributing to a safer, more supportive and enabling environment for your activism

We therefore kindly ask you to provide answers to the following questions by 1 October 2021 (wgdiscriminationwomen@ohchr.org). Responses to the questionnaire will be made publicly available at the time of the report publication, unless you indicate that you submission should remain confidential:

I. Nature, modalities and trends of your activism 
1. What issues are you working on? How did you choose them, why is this important to you? 
In Mexico there is a high degree of ignorance about politics and how public servants handle economic, social, etc. problems. This is in addition to the small number of women involved in political power, with sufficient power to make decisions. Adding this, I have thought of bringing to the minds of girls in the country a little curiosity so that in the future they get involved in the politics of the country. It not only encourages the children to know more and not be unaware of this once they become adults, it also specifically helps the girls to sow this curiosity and be leaders in the future.

2. Are you part of any organization or network?  What type of organization or network are you part of? How are you organized? 
I am part of a youth organization called language huggers where I collaborate as an article writer. This organization promotes language learning. 
3. Does some of your activist actions require financial support? How are you financed?

Minimal funding is required as all I need is online material and, some prizes to ask questions to the girls in the establishment of dynamics to enrich the talks.
4. What are your main spaces and levels of engagement (local communities, national level or international), who are the political actors and authorities you mostly engage with? What influenced your choice of actors and spaces and do you consider expanding your engagement to different levels?
I like to get involved with young minds that are looking to do activism in many ways. Whether it's local communities, or international communities looking to expand knowledge in social networks useful to all. In the pandemic I was driven to follow these groups of young people and enlist as a volunteer because of the large amount of free time I would have and I liked to spend my time doing that.
5. Is your activism mainly conducted online or offline or both? What influenced your choice?

For now, it's all online, and I thought it was consistent because so many people spend their time on networks, and I thought it was good that by being on it, people would come across posts that have useful and useful information. 
6. Do you cooperate with other individuals and organizations, how and why?
Precisely, I like to collaborate with all the pages that interest me on instagram that are in charge of expanding knowledge and ways in which the youth meet and discuss about current problems and how to solve them.
II. Motivations and impact of your activism

1. What motivated you to become an activist? What was your vision, your goals?

I just started in activism activities, and it all started in the pandemic. So now everything is online, I like to interact with people in person so I hope to continue to be involved in all civil activities that establish connections with people to expand knowledge and get more and more young people involved.
2. What factors encouraged you to continue your activism?

I am driven to continue in this by the level of ignorance in important topics that I see in many young Mexicans, and in most Mexican adults, so I would not like to repeat the same with my generation and even the youngest.
3. What did your activism bring, how did it change your life?
Activism is a precious thing, it brings you to share experiences and listen to others. With this, you learn from others and open your mind to thousands of possibilities, your mind, if it was closed, is no longer closed. As someone who loves to know the world, I am passionate about knowing the different ideas of everyone and what each mind can bring to something and turn it into a social activity that will help others. They say that with activism you gain nothing, but personally I think you gain a lot that stays with you for life.

4. What are some of the main successes of your activism?
My activism has not brought major changes to people's lives yet, because I am just getting started. As I said, I am trying now to take advantage of my time to achieve it in the future. I wish with all my heart that Mexico ceases to be a country with people who live blinded to what is really happening and with people without possibilities to manage and bring their projects to life. Because there is talent all over the world, but in Mexico there is a lack of support for it. 

5. To what extent is your activism influencing State authorities, including policies and legislation? Why and in which specific ways?

There is not yet such a big noise for my activism, but I hope to continue in organizations and get involved in projects like this to make it in the future.
III. Enabling factors and good practices 
1. Were there some factors/individuals/entities which have facilitated your work? How?
The main factor that motivates me and makes this possible is that I have an enormous desire to teach this to the girls. I wish I had received that kind of advice as a child and not limited to female professions. Girls should know that they have all the power in the world if they make up their minds and can lead huge groups of people, that they don't see only men as the head of everyone, but that from a young age they really know what you can achieve without unconsciously limiting their mind.
2. What/who are the main sources of support? Why and how do they support your work?
The internet is a blessing, it gives you a lot of information, which once searched in reliable sources, is gold. It allows you to learn more about the people you admire and push you to do wonderful things. All the information I will give, will be from reliable sources and people who have decided to publish it to give knowledge to all those who decide with a simple click, but it should be heard by more girls.
3. What are your solidarity and support networks? And what is the role of young and elder activists? 

My solidarity with other media is enormous because as a good apprentice, I try to get involved and at the beginning of course, always listen to what the leaders have to say and learn.
4. Are there any particular issues and platforms of your engagement that enjoy special attention and support from government institutions? Provide some concrete examples and positive practices. 
Social networks are essential today. They are all there, but specifically for the activism I am looking to do, girls, in elementary education, don't spend as much time (fortunately) or even have social networks, as they spend their time on video games or just playing games. So dynamics with activities would be ideal.
5. Are there any state supported local structures for children and young people (e.g. child parliaments, youth leagues, etc.)? To what extent do you take part in these structures and why?
In my country, and therefore in my state, there is a national system for the integral development of the family. Called the DIF, it attends to children in situations of abuse or abandonment. It is the only structure that helps children and young people, however I have never been actively involved.
6.  Do you feel that the national legal/policy/institutional frameworks adequately promote, protect and support your work? Why and in which specific ways?

Not yet.

7. Do you feel that infrastructures and technological advancements in your country have facilitated your work? How?

Fortunately, in Mexico almost everyone has access to the internet, for me it is enough because the rest is up to me, whether it is the level of effort I put into my research, or the time.
8. What positive/good practices and innovative initiatives do you see in promoting and protecting you work?
The initiatives of many young people in Mexico can join mine and together we can bring this knowledge to Mexican girls.
IV. Challenges and structural barriers
1. What challenges did you face in your work? 
Well, the challenges I will face in the work will be to know how to take this knowledge to the girls in the right way and somehow leave an imprint on them.
2. Do you feel that you have been discriminated against for being girls and more particularly, girl activists? Do you see particular groups of girls and young women being most affected?
Not as a woman activist. But as a woman I have faced comments of micromachismo 

(microsexism) or internalized sexism that many times women themselves make. These are small things, but they say a lot about the society in which we still live. In Mexico women in general are severely violated and we do not feel safe, I think more than a group of affected people. We are all of us.

3. Have you faced specific barriers related to your actions? Examples of these include prejudices based on gender and age, restrictions on your freedom of expression, speech, assembly, liberty, etc., legal restrictions to your capacity to provide legal consent, legal age of marriage, etc. 

Of course, in a very small way but they can be perceived as I said, personally they are comments saying that because I am a woman I should sit like this, or if I am a woman and I dress like this, then I am a lesbian or I want to be a man, in short.
4. Have you encountered laws, policies and practices that place obstacles to your participation, activism or collective action?
I have not taken them to a congress because of the complexity of the pandemic in Mexico (in addition to the complexity of being heard), but since I entered the university (in pandemic), all the tasks that involve modifications of articles and proposals, have to do with education in Mexico being taken more into account.
5. Have you encountered any groups, institutions or technologies that place obstacles to your participation, activism or collective action?

Of course. Whenever there is an opportunity to sign petitions, I do it.
6. Have you ever been threatened (in any way: directly or indirectly, anonymously, online etc.), prosecuted, or punished for your activism, participation or defense of certain issues? If so, were you able to access justice?
No, thankfully.
7. Have you felt that your family, your community, the State, human rights groups, and other actors do not support or respect your evolving capacities and interests? Why?
Maybe some members of my family, but they don't say it out loud, some because they don't care, others because deep down they feel judged for really being wrong. But I could say that if I say it, my family would support me because, as I said, the family members I mentioned, are far away from my life or I don't take them into account.
8. Has the COVID pandemic affected your work?  In which particular ways the impact was felt in your work?
The pandemic didn't make things difficult because it was precisely at this time that I got involved. I started college in the pandemic, and I've still been in confinement for a semester of high school, so I've been inside for a long time and I've just started researching and getting involved. When the pandemic started I was 16 years old and I'm going to be 19.
V. Recommendations/ the way forward

1. What would help you in your work?
Having the support of more young people and organizations
2. What recommendations would you have for state and other political actors?
I believe that political actors in education in Mexico would be of great help in giving voice to the cause.
3. What actions do you think are needed from different actors (States, civil society, private sector) to better enable you to influence decision-making?

Political actors need to start making this kind of calls, because frankly, teenagers and young people are eager to help, but there are no spaces in Mexico to take these ideas to schools or other places.
VI. Anything else you would like to share
I think I covered everything :) thank you very much if you allow me to continue with this project so that I and another group of young people can bring to the children knowledge that they do not see in their schools and that is the most important to establish a personal life full of goals and encouragement to help others.
1

[image: image1]