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Dear Ms. Upreti,
Responding to your request for Information on girls’ and young women’s activism, please find below information, presented according the issues listed in your questionnaire.
I. Nature, modalities and trends of girls’ and young women’s activism 

     1.  What is the normative framework related to participation of girls and young women in civic space and their activism?

The Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina is the main legal act of the state. It guarantees the rights and freedoms provided by the Constitution and international human rights instruments to all persons in BiH including freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful gathering and freedom of association with others, without any sort of discrimination, including gender. The constitutions of both entities and the Statute of the Brčko District of BiH also guarantee the enjoyment of rights and freedoms. The Law on Gender Equality in BiH and the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination in BiH also confirm the prohibition of discrimination on basis of gender, gender identity and sex characteristics.

     2. What are the main features of girls’ and young women’s activism/participation in political and public life in your national context? Please describe, in particular, in terms of:         

i. Specific issues (thematic areas) on which girls and young women are mostly engaged 

Advocacy in Bosnia and Herzegovina most often aims at changing public policies, laws and practices, but it can also be focused on cultural practices and habits. It is based on feminist principles, above all on solidarity, non-violence, empathy and equality, because these are the values that empower all vulnerable groups. Advocacy and activism put pressure on the environment that comes from the bottom up, i.e. from civic mobilization in the form of public demonstrations, gatherings, petitions, strikes, media campaigns, advocacy and lobbying tactics, etc. In times of political, economic, environmental and other social crises, pressures and actions can be generated.

ii. Political actors and authorities they mostly engage with
The most common "natural" ally of the activists and NGOs in their advocacy efforts in the field of gender equality is the Agency for Gender Equality of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the entity gender centers, as well as the parliamentary committees for gender equality. The Agency for Gender Equality of Bosnia and Herzegovina, MHRR BiH has recognized the need to involve representatives of non-governmental organizations in the preparation and implementation of strategic documents on achieving gender equality in BiH. Institutional gender mechanisms ensure the NGO’s engagement through coordination committees, as well as through the implementation of activities of non-governmental organizations after signing various memoranda of cooperation on the implementation of the Gender Action Plan of BiH, the Action Plan for the implementation of UN Resolution 1325 "Women, Peace and Security" and the Istanbul Convention in BiH. Entity and cantonal governments and local community leaders are often direct partners or the subject of concrete engagement in activism.

iii. Levels of engagement (grassroots, local, national, international)

There are excellent examples of engagement at all levels of government in Bosnia and Herzegovina - from the local to the state level. Activists and NGOs are lobbying and launching campaigns and debates in public space and defend the interests of women within local communities, cantons, entities, the state, and beyond. Individuals, informal and formal groups in Bosnia and Herzegovina achieve their advocacy goals with the help of allies. It is important to take into account the administrative complexity of the system in BiH and the division of competencies of the state, entities and cantons in the Federation of BiH. It should be emphasized that there is cooperation between three sectors - public (state), private (market) and civil (civil society).

iv. Main spaces for engagement (e.g. schools, community, media, online platforms, etc.) 

All available avenues of engagement are used equally, depending on the topic and the need for reach and influence. The online platforms have been gaining more and more importance lately.

v. Cross-movements cooperation and solidarity

One of the important activities is building networks, coalitions and advocacy alliances. It is important that their goals are clear, problem-oriented and accepted by all organizations involved in an alliance.  Advocacy through coalitions, networks and alliances includes representatives of those social groups that are directly affected by the goal of advocacy.

3. What are the forms and modalities for girls’ and young women’s activism/participation in your national context? Please provide information about any structures in place (formal and informal) and how they operate?

The forms and manners of activism in BiH are reflected through civic activism, public political action, informal groups and civil society organizations in BiH. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, a number of informal networks of non-governmental organizations, such as the Women's Network, the Safe Network, the Peace Network, Women for Constitutional Change, etc., are active in gender equality activism. NGOs are formally involved in the Coordinating Committees for the Implementation of the UNSCR 1325 Action Plan, Coordination Group of the NGOs which signed Memorandum of Understanding with the Agency for Gender Equality on implementation of the Actin Plan for UNSCR 1325, the Committee for Monitoring the Implementation of the Istanbul Convention and Femicide.

4. What are the main trends and drivers influencing their activism/participation in your country or region? 

The main trends and drivers do not have their roots only in BiH. The worldwide situation is inevitably reflected in BiH. The citizens feel the pressure and the need to legitimately point out irregularities in society, and to try to change the situation together and fight for everyone’s well-being. The essence of civic activism is in working together for everyone. In the case of BiH, an additional driver is the process of joining the European Union, which implies additional introduction of a gender perspective in policies and practices, which gives great impulse to the activism of the NGO sector as a factor that follows and monitors the public sector.

5. What are the positive and inspirational examples of girl's activism in terms of:
i. Social mobilization and change

The guarding of female residents of village Kruščica near town of Vitez who, by blocking the local bridge, prevented the passage of the construction machines and the construction of mini hydroelectric power plants, lasted for more than 500 days. They are a role model and inspiration for their courage in protecting nature and resisting the repressive measures they have been exposed to in the fight against the hydropower lobby. In 2019, a group of women from this small settlement in Central Bosnia won an award from the German EuroNatur Foundation for protests that prevented the construction of two mini hydropower plants.

ii. Influencing policies and legislation 

When adopting amendments to the BiH Election Law related to the introduction of mandatory gender quotas of 40%, as well as the amendments to the BiH Law on Prohibition of Discrimination in expanding the grounds for non-discrimination to areas such as gender identity and sex characteristics, NGOs were direct partner to the BiH Agency for Gender Equality and one of the main initiators of these legal changes which were successfully adopted.

An example of a good practice is the Women's Rights Centre in Zenica related to monitoring and analyzing the application of laws and policies in court practice. This is an important contribution of civil society organizations to their on-going efforts to ensure a sensitive, effective and sustainable system for preventing and combating gender-based violence that protects the rights and respects the needs of women and children who have survived violence. The same organization has also made an important step forward in a legislative initiative to regulate violence through telecommunications and digital technologies.

Another example of a good practice is the adoption of the Law on Infertility Treatment by Bio-medically Assisted Fertilization of the Federation of BiH (FBIH). The process of passing this law began in 2012. The original draft, which went through consultation processes, also included amendments submitted by women's organizations. The submission of the amendment was followed by a whole set of advocacy and lobbying activities for its adoption. The “CURE” (“YOUNG WOMEN”) Foundation launched an advocacy campaign aimed at the Club of Women Parliamentarians in the FBiH Parliament, in which they stressed the importance of passing this law. Strong pressures on the FBiH Parliament, accompanied by strong support from some media and members of the FBiH Parliamentarians' Club, contributed to the adoption of the FBiH Law on Infertility Treatment with Bio-medically Assisted Fertilization in July 2018. 

iii. Personal development and empowerment (of girls and young women)

The “CURE” Foundation, together with numerous formal and informal groups dealing with women's rights, continuously works to raise the visibility of the position, rights and problems of women with disabilities and mothers of children with disabilities through intensive lobbying for these invisible women to become subjects of social change. They actively work on the development of manuals for action, advocacy and recognition of various forms of discrimination and ways to overcome them.

II. Enabling factors and good practices 

1.  What solidarity and support frameworks are available in your national context to enhance girls’ and young women’s activism? Please provide concrete examples on any positive role of:

i.     Legal/policy and institutional frameworks 

ii.    Social, cultural, religious institutions  

iv. Collaborative initiatives, human rights and/or women’s movements 

v. Technological infrastructures/means  

vi.  Other frameworks  

(Nothing to report)

2. What are the ways the State promotes and supports girls’ participation/activism? Please          provide concrete examples and good practices with respect to measures taken by the State, in particular:

i. to address discriminatory social norms, gender stereotyping and stigma against girls’ public participation and activist roles;

ii. to ensure gender and age-responsive protection from attacks against girl activists;

iii. to assess and support girls’ evolving capacities to fully and freely participate in all spheres of public decision-making.

The state promotes and supports the participation of women and girls through the support and promotion of the work of NGOs; awarding grant funds through public calls for NGOs to solve problems in various areas of life and work, addressing the special needs of vulnerable groups; resolving requests for investigation of violations of the Law on Gender Equality in BiH; doing research and analysis of the position of men and women in different areas, and trying to find possible solutions. An incentive for activism is also the practice of the state involving and consulting the non-governmental sector in the development of strategies, policies and regulations.

3. What are the particular issues and platforms, if any, in which the State encourages girls and young women’s engagement? How is the diversity of girls' activism and inclusion in all human rights activism initiatives ensured (e.g. gender equality, disability, environment, LGBTI issues, etc.)? Please share specific positive practices.

Relevant civil society organizations dealing with LGBTI issues were a key partner and formal members of the multi-sectoral government working group for the development of the Action Plan for LGBTI Equality in Bosnia and Herzegovina 2021-2023.

The state cooperates and supports the activism of the non-governmental sector in conducting campaigns, marking important international days, press releases, supporting the work of NGOs with special emphasis on vulnerable groups. These are just some of the ways in which the state encourages the engagement of girls and women. A positive example is the traditional celebration of the international campaign "16 days of activism" in BiH.
4. How do other stakeholders promote girls’ and young women’s engagement and activism in your national context? Please describe which stakeholders are active in this area and what role they play. 

Along with the mentioned collaboration of the activists and the NGOs with the gender institutional mechanisms (i.e. Agency, Gender Centers, Committees) we would also mention cooperation with the media, gender equality institutions, educational institutions, international organizations, the academic community, the private sector, celebrities and the like.

5. What are the achievements at the national level in the implementation of laws, policies, plans and/or programs and practices relevant to promoting girls’ and young women’s engagement/activism? Please provide examples of good practices and any innovative initiatives taken, and lessons learnt.

When adopting amendments to the BiH Election Law related to the introduction of mandatory gender quotas of 40%, as well as the amendments to the BiH Law on Prohibition of Discrimination in expanding the grounds for non-discrimination to areas such as gender identity and sex characteristics, NGOs were direct partner to the BiH Agency for Gender Equality and one of the main initiators of these legal changes which were successfully adopted.
III. Challenges and structural barriers 
1. What kind of gender and age specific barriers are affecting girls’ and young women’s participation/activism in your national context? Please indicate concrete examples of direct and indirect as well as formal and informal factors posing threats and risks for girls and young women engaging in the public space (examples of these can include stereotyping based on gender and age, restrictions on freedom of expression, speech, assembly, liberty, etc., legal restrictions to capacity to provide legal consent, legal age of marriage, etc.).
The obstacles are reflected in the existence of gender stereotypes and prejudices in BiH society. One of the obstacles is the existence of sexism. The consequences are reflected in the violation of the essential dignity or rights of a person or group of persons and in leading to physical, sexual, psychological or socio-economic harm and suffering, creating a frightening, hostile, humiliating or offensive environment. An example is that the in BiH largest percentage of women takes on the household chores, helping family members and daily responsibilities in the household while, at the same time, they obtain their professional work at the workplace. The Agency for Gender Equality of BiH conducted a survey on the impact of gender division of the family and household chores on the professional life of employed women in BiH. The survey was conducted on a sample of 500 women from all parts of BiH, who are employed and married, or live with partners. The findings showed that in as many as 93.8% of the relationships, all or most of the routine household chores are performed exclusively by women, and in most relationships (80.8%) it is the woman who does all or most of the work related to child care. The findings were presented to the public, and they will serve as an empirical basis for policy-making for addressing work-life balance in BiH. These findings clearly illustrate that unequal work – life balance for women is strongly affecting their potential to engage in economic and social life, including activism.

2. What are the groups of girls and young women who are most affected by these barriers and why?

Girls and women who belong to vulnerable groups are most often affected: they are the most likely not to finish school, to marry young, have no job, be victims of some form of violence, have several children, live in a large household, do not own property, be unemployed etc.

3. Are there any specific laws, policies and practices that place obstacles to girls’ and young women’s participation, activism or collective action? If yes please specify
There are no direct formal barriers to the actions of women and girls in laws and policies. However, there is still present a general and often stereotypical thinking is that “a woman’s place is in the house and not in the "collective" action of any form of activism”.

4. What are the threats girl and young women activists in your country or region experience in relation to their work as activists? In particular, in terms of:

i.  being prosecuted and punished for their activism 

ii.  facing intimidations, harassments, and attacks (direct or indirect, online or offline, sexual or physical)

iii.  lacking access to justice and reparations for violations of their rights 

We are not aware of examples of prosecution and punishment or lack of access to justice because of one’s activism in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

5. What are the particular concerns that may arise with respect to girls’ and young women’s access to technology and other infrastructures? How does the digital divide impact girls’ activism?

Statistics show that more girls than boys graduate from college, but are less employed and progress more slowly at work. The pressure of reconciling private and professional life slows down girls and women, and limits their choices for well-paid non-traditional occupations. Therefore, the representation of girls and women in information and communication technology is very small. The situation is slowly changing, and the promotion of the participation of women and girls in the information-communication technology (ICT) is carried out by the Agency for Gender Equality of BiH and the Entity gender centers, among other things, through the celebration of the Day of Girls, Girls and Women in ICT.

6. What are the challenges, in your national context, in the recognition and protection of girls as human rights defenders? What negative trends undermine their evolving capacities and interests at the family, community, and State levels? 
The commitment of young girls to get involved in the work of NGOs and human rights defenders in BiH are indicators that they are continuing their activism in the hope to achieve better life for all. The large outflow of citizens, especially young people, from BiH to EU, presents a danger to the preservation of the achieved human rights. Fear and concern for oneself and one's family, due to political instability and security and peace threats, can be stronger than concern for the community and the state and thus can cause stagnation of further development of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

7. What are the main challenges in ensuring the following?

i. Safe space for engagement  

ii. Inclusion of diverse groups of girls and young women and those from marginalized communities 

iii. Access to resources, infrastructures, networks and platforms 

iv. Collaborative programs with different stakeholders 

The implementation of UN Resolution 1325 in BiH is an obligation of all levels of government. Today, Bosnia and Herzegovina is implementing its third consecutive Action plan for UN SCR 1325. The action plan, as well as Gender Action Plan of BIH provides medium for engagement of the activists and civil society organizations. 

The inclusion of all vulnerable groups of girls and women is an obligation of all arising from these action plans, the structure of gender institutional mechanisms has been developed and there are many ways of cooperation of all actors to overcome discrimination and promote gender equality.
IV. Emerging issues 

1. Are there new emerging issues related to girls’ and young women’s engagement at community, national and international levels? If yes please specify.
Modern lifestyles can also result in new forms of engagement of girls and women in the community. There are more and more women working outside their permanent place of residence, and this can diminish their work in the community, and it will certainly greatly affect the reconciliation of their professional and family life. Working from home, becoming a widespread practice during the pandemic, also has a specific impact on balancing of the professional and family life, especially on women who carry out most of the everyday chores for house and family.

2. What are the impacts of digital advancements and major shifts in digital activism on girls’ and young women’s engagement/participation?

Digital progress can have both advantages and disadvantages in the life and work of girls and women in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Digital progress is opening a broader perspective on rights and obligations, but online work, i.e., full-time engagement and unlimited access to information can impose also a greater burden. Furthermore, the digital age has brought greater opportunities for women to be victims of gender-based harassment, sexual harassment. Digital progress has made activism through social networks increasingly important and equated with direct activism in the field.
3. What are the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on girls’ and young women’s activism/participation?

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought to light all the advantages and disadvantages in the social life - it opened up opportunities to help others, but it burdened women activists who were already quite burdened and engaged. At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, help was urgently needed for certain groups of women, such as Roma women. Lock-down was a problem in itself, and the lack of funds posed an additional danger. The engagement of non-governmental organizations in BiH was a necessary, urgent intervention, until other actors got engaged.

Aware of the huge risk of the extraordinary measures concerning COVID-19 having a specific impact on women, the Agency for Gender Equality of BiH has taken several measures to mitigate the impact. The measures range from systemic recommendations for gender mainstreaming of the government measures during pandemic, to the direct support to safe-houses and economic empowerment of women. In March 2020 the Agency contacted the Women's Network and the safe houses and collected information on emerging challenges caused by the pandemic. Based on this, in 2020, the Agency allocated grants to eight safe houses, as an emergency assistance to ensure functioning of the safe houses during COVID-19 pandemic.

In April 2020, the Agency for Gender Equality of BiH issued Recommendations for Gender Mainstreaming in the process of Planning, Decision-making and Implementation of the Plans to combat the COVID-19 Pandemic. The recommendations were sent to all the authorities in charge of coordination and management of the COVID-19 pandemic, competent ministries and bodies at all levels of government in BIH. The Agency pointed out the priority areas of social life in which it is necessary to be particularly sensitive to the specific impact that the crisis caused by the pandemic has on the position of women and girls, namely: prevention and protection from gender-based violence, economic consequences of the pandemics in sectors that specifically employ women, and gender equality in decision-making bodies. 

4. Please provide information on other recent developments and concerns with respect to girls’ and young women’s movements.

(Nothing to report)

V.  Recommendations/ the way forward

1. What concrete measures should States adopt and implement to ensure girls’ and young women’s meaningful participation, activism and collective action at all levels?

2. What concrete measures should States adopt to address systemic gender-based/age-based discrimination and challenges affecting girls’ and young women’s engagement in the political and public life?

3. What concrete measures should States introduce to improve solidarity, support, collaborations towards creating a safe and enabling environment for girls’ and young women’s participation/ activism?

The Law on Gender Equality in BiH should be further promoted and reference should be made to gender equality in public and political life. Analyses should be made of the representation of men and women in organizations, foundations and associations that provide support or engage in activism in various fields of activity.

It is necessary to develop awareness of the needs and benefits of individual or civic activism in BiH.

It is necessary to improve the regulatory framework and practice of non-governmental sector financing in order to enable and encourage the practice of private sector and citizen donations, which would overcome the dependence of the civil sector on international donors an 
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