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World Vision’s contribution 
Study on the Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on human rights of young people – Human Rights Council Resolution 48/12
1) What are the main challenges that young people face in the country/region where you operate in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic and the response to it? 
COVID-19 is a grave threat to the world’s children. Indirect effects and impacts of this disease pose a clear and present danger to children, particularly the most vulnerable.

· WV conducted a global survey, when adolescents were asked how their lives had been affected by the pandemic, 82% said that COVID-19 had adversely affected their education; 67% also said it had affected their ability to socialise with friends; 81% talked about violence in their homes, online and in their communities.

· As many as 30 million children’s lives are at risk from secondary health impacts. Over 26 million children are at greater risk of being exposed to potentially fatal infectious diseases due to a 30% reduction in Diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP3) immunisation coverage. More than 5 million additional children could suffer from malnutrition, including severe wasting, an increase of almost 40% from current numbers. 100,000 additional children, an increase of 50% from current levels, could die from malaria.

· Although schools have reopened in different countries following vaccine rollouts, two-thirds of children in the Asia-Pacific region reported that their schools were still closed, and 40% were not attending school in any way, including remotely.
 The digital gender divide and lack of connectivity in many homes also meant girls from poorer families, in rural areas and other marginalised groups were far less likely to be able to continue their education remotely.
 
· In an assessment drawn from conversations with children and families across nine countries in the Asia-Pacific region between April-June 2021, 82% of the married children wed after the beginning of the pandemic.

· WV spoke in North West Syria with 626 adolescent girls and boys, families, caregivers and community leaders.
 Every single girl interviewed shared living in fear of being raped and sexually assaulted. 86% of all respondents reported that child marriage has increased to an alarming level in Syria as a consequence of protracted conflict, exacerbated by Covid-19 pandemic.

· Almost half (48%) of Afghan families surveyed by WV lost their source of income during the pandemic, with over 50% unable to access food.
 Disruptions to education have also put even more girls out of school.

· Over 300 million children living in city slums, known as ‘urban hotspots’, are at heightened risk of hunger and abuse due to COVID-19.
 WV conducted interviews with sponsored children in India from Delhi, Chennai, Mumbai, Kolkata, Guwahati, Hyderabad and Bangalore which exposes this heartbreaking reality.

· Movement restrictions and e-learning are increasing children’s time online, placing them at heightened risk of online bullying, engaging in harmful online behaviors, and/or targeting by predators for sexual exploitation.

· Efforts to curtail the pandemic also disrupted many services deemed to be “non-essential”. These limitations extended to the provision of reproductive health services, which have a direct impact on teenage pregnancy and subsequent marriage.
 
· WV’s  review of the legal, policy, and planning progress on violence against children in 20 countries revealed significant gaps in government laws, policies, programmes and budgets to respond to violence against children. Response to COVID-19 exaggerated these existing gaps.
 

· The COVID-19 pandemic has greatly restricted movement and contact, potentially limiting opportunities for cases of child abuse to be detected and reported.

The data analysis from WV’s desk research on child marriage drivers and COVID-19 pandemic’s, carried out in Ghana, Ethiopia, India and Zimbabwe includes Youth Healthy Behaviour Surveys from 14,964 adolescents aged 12-18 years. Based on the findings
: 

· a child who experienced hunger is 60% more likely to be married than his or her peers. This increase, combined with the global increase of almost 12 million children living in crisis levels of hunger
 from 2019 to 2020, could mean an additional 3.3 million children will be married by age 18.

· a child’s ladder of satisfaction score is significantly associated with a child’s marital status (p<0.001). Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, unmarried children were likely to rate their lives much higher (thriving) than their married peers. 

· children who are currently attending school are significantly less likely to be married (p<0.001). Within WV’s sample, children who are not presently in school are 3.4 times more likely to be married.
· COVID-19 has caused a mental health crisis, with worrying implications for parent-child relationships. 
WV conducted rapid assessments in 24 countries across Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Asia confirming alarming predictions of increased child hunger, violence and poverty due to the economic impact of COVID-19. These give further evidence that the most vulnerable families and their children are hardest hit in such crises. Those living in fragile countries already suffering from conflict, climate change, instability or displacement, those already receiving humanitarian assistance, are suffering even greater injustices because of pandemics like this one.
 
Key findings of WV rapid assessments:

· 85 million households across Asia have no or limited food stocks.

· 110 million children are going hungry.

· 8 million children have been pushed into child labour and begging.

· 80% Venezuelan migrants surveyed in Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela reported a significant drop in income; 83% said food was scarce, to the extent that every third child is going to bed hungry – potentially over 1 million children.

· 69% people surveyed are reporting that they are currently earning less than half of pre-COVID-19 income, with the majority of respondents forced to turn to a common coping mechanism: spending less on healthy food.

2) What measures are taken to support young people and ensure the full implementation of their rights during and after the pandemic? 
In response to COVID-19, WV launched its largest-ever global Humanitarian Response
 in more than 70 countries, within hours after the World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a pandemic. With new realities, WV is rapidly innovating its programming approaches and advocacy strategies, using new technology and relying on the existing high level of trust WV has established with communities. WV staff are working with community volunteers, faith leaders, parents, and children in coalition with key agencies to highlight the growing risk to children, and to act on mitigation of children’s rights violations and occurrence of child protection concerns during COVID-19. As of today WV, through its worldwide operation, reached 72,012,019 people (men 19,397,213/women 21,453,025), including 31,162,303 children (boys 15,221,696/girls 15,940,607).
Right to work and social security (including, for example, to address the job loss, reduction of working hours, wage cut, etc.);
· WV’s vision for COVID-19 economic recovery is to bridge the development, humanitarian and peace nexus and help affected communities bounce back stronger. WV has grown and supported 54,400 Savings for Transformation (S4T) groups
 in 34 countries with 1.3 million members (80 percent of whom are women). This includes 505,335 caregivers who look after 1,265,338 children. As the economic impact of this crisis threatens, WV has helped 3,335 savings groups adapt and continue to meet in safe ways. WV also supports through VisionFund – WV’s microfinance subsidiary, to extend loan repayment plans and provides recovery loans.

· WV continues to expand its cash transfer work in alignment with the recommendations of the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action. For example, in Bangladesh, through Nobo Jatra project 12,869 participants received one-time cash transfers of US$36 to meet immediate household needs. 
· In Mexico, WV worked with parliamentarians to draft two initiatives: one strengthening measures to prevent child labour in agriculture and one improving access to health services for agricultural workers during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Right to education (including in the context of the closure of educational institutions and transition to online learning);
· Through WV’s Global COVID-19 Response:

· 1,875,242 Education materials were provided to enable or support remote learning

· 71,948 Teachers were provided with education training and support
· In Thailand WV is actively working with National Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) safe school network, supporting the government to prepare the National guideline of prevention of COVID 19 for children in school.

· In Nepal, following the lockdown, WV in collaboration with Community Information Network of Nepal were the first ones to develop and broadcast radio learning programmes for children of different age. These programs were broadcasted from more than 200 community radio stations of the Network across the country.

Right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health (including with the increase in domestic violence and abuse, anxiety and depression, stress caused by social isolation, etc.);
· Through established strong partnerships with faith communities, WV works in more than 60 countries, using both virtual and socially distanced support to increase caregivers’ capacity to provide spiritual nurture and positive parenting for their children.
 For example in Senegal, WV drew on its trusted collaboration with faith leaders to reach over 100,000 families. WV trained faith leaders on the virus, how to protect themselves and their congregations and how to provide psychosocial support to children and families. The Community Hope and Action Teams working with each faith leader mobilised communities to raise awareness of increased risks to children, reaching 107,400 households and 751,800 children.
 In Uganda, over 400 faith leaders received training in child and adult safeguarding. Faith leaders spoke out against gender-based violence and shared messages on positive parenting, as well as spoke on radio shows about curbing violence against children. In Kenya, WV has trained 710 faith leaders in psychological first aid. These leaders have served their communities with basic counselling and referrals for health services. WV is also partnering with diverse interreligious faith networks to ensure meaningful community relationships that promote social cohesion and peace through a range of methods including Do No Harm for Faith Groups.
 In Indonesia, WV worked with the Communication Forum of Interfaith Community in Papua to produce anti-stigma resources and training. In crisis-affected Venezuela, WV is working with the Hope Network, a church network which ensures safe and consistent access to deliver food aid and psychological first aid to hard-to-reach children and families. In South Sudan, WV reached over 1.4 million people with a COVID-19 awareness campaign, working in collaboration with various partners, including 420 faith leaders. In Afghanistan, WV partnered with the WHO and Ministry of Haji and Religious Affairs to train 60 faith leaders who passed on prevention messaging to 1,300 people. Globally, WV has equipped more than 88,000 faith leaders to share accurate information about preventing COVID-19 with their communities.
 
· In response to the COVID-19 pandemic WV adapted its parenting programmes. For example, in Lebanon in March 2020, WV launched a private Facebook group, ‘Platform for parenting Support’. The group has 1,500 members and creates a safe space for parents to share challenges they are facing and to seek advice from experts and other carers, especially during the COVID-19 lockdown. This platform provides a support network and offers parents new information and tools in English and Arabic. In Mongolia, WV used social media and celebrities such as actor Ambassador Amarsaikhan to reach carers and teachers with positive parenting stories and practical tips to protect children during COVID-19. In Latin America and Caribbean, WV launched the Conexión Ternura platform for child protection practitioners across the region during COVID-19. The platform enables online interaction and provides various resources on topics like spirituality, positive parenting and education.
· In Bangladesh, sharing mobile phone messages about risks, prevention and support available to address gender-based violence and child marriage were a key part of the COVID-19 response. 48,068 pregnant and young mothers were reached.
· In Colombia, WV and ‘Coalición Niñez Ya’ coalition successfully advocated with the municipal authorities to ensure the Territorial Development Plans of 70 municipalities include a focus on child protection in the context of COVID-19. Municipal mayors have been using these plans to guide their response to the pandemic.
· In Vietnam, local government sets up psychosocial services at the community level in response to a WV assessment on the impacts of COVID-19 which recommended improvements in psychosocial support for children and their families.
· In Mongolia, WV is partnering with local multi-disciplinary committees to provide case management for difficult child protection cases, and has worked with the government to launch a new online chatbox as part of the national child helpline adaptation to identify and respond to protection issues. This resource is equipped with psychologists 24 hours a day, and is providing support to families and children throughout the crisis. 
· In Ecuador, WV in alliance with civil society partners organised four Facebook Live events, attended by 14,000 participants, to discuss how to strengthen child protection during COVID-19.
Right to participate meaningfully in political and public affairs (including in connection with the prohibition of gatherings and transition to online rallies);
· Through its operation worldwide, WV leveraged social media and other virtual means to provide life-saving information and support to children, and offered children platforms to amplify their voices and engage with policy-makers.
· On September 2020, WV President and CEO Andrew Morley co-hosted an interactive dialogue with children and young people at the 75th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. Young leaders discussed how COVID-19 has changed their lives and presented over 51,000 signatures received in support of our petition to increase funding for health, education and other social services that protect children at greater risk of violence due to the impacts of COVID-19.

3) What role have the young people had in COVID-19 response, vaccination and recovery efforts in the country/region where you operate?

Working together with children and young people from 15 countries, WV launched the Digital Platform Project.  The Project provides digital spaces and opportunities for young people to promote social change in their communities, countries, and regions, including on issues related to COVID-19 pandemic. For example, through Digital Platform Project young people engaged at the 2021 Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action (ALNAP) global conference entitled ‘Learning from disruption: Evolution, revolution or status quo?’ Together with other conference attendees, they discussed how the impact of COVID-19 is increasing violence against children and how to address it. Through the project, youth from Brazil engaged in child-led research on ending violence against children. Digital Platform also allowed for a space for youth to contribute to WV’s strategy in channelling U.S. foreign policy and assistance so young people can change their world and call for a free-violence society. 
4) What measures are taken to value/encourage the role of youth in COVID-19 response, vaccination and recovery efforts?
Listening to children in the context of COVID-19 is part of how WV is meeting our commitment to place children and young people at the centre of its work, focus on their empowerment, and amplify their voices from local to global levels. WV continually seeks children and young people’s perspectives to understand their realities and inform decision-making processes based on their input. In alignment with this, WV spoke with approximately 100 children and young people from 13 countries in March-April 2020 to explore their understanding and experiences during the COVID-19 crisis and how they would like to contribute to stopping the spread of COVID-19.
 This research on young voices was organised in response and in support to the young people’s continued child activism in the face of personal challenges. The project embraced an intergenerational collaboration between two adult researchers and 12 young leaders, ages 13 to 18, who engaged as peer researchers. WV considered children’s recommendations from this research in its global COVID-19 response, as well as shared widely with other child-focused agencies, decision makers, adult professionals, and children and youth groups. As per children’s recommendations, WV is continuously supporting children and young people’s virtual participation opportunities throughout the crisis. This ensures that COVID-19 response strategies are child-centred, empowering, and inclusive.

� World Vision (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/publications/covid-19-aftershocks-secondary-impacts-threaten-more-childrens-lives-disease-itself" ��“COVID-19 Aftershocks-Secondary Impacts”�


� World Vision (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/WV-GLOBAL-ActNowReport-Final_small.pdf" �“Act Now: Experiences and recommendations of girls and boys on the impact of COVID-19.”�


� World Vision (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/publications/covid-19-aftershocks-secondary-impacts-threaten-more-childrens-lives-disease-itself" ��“COVID-19 Aftershocks-Secondary Impacts”�


� World Vision (September 2021) �HYPERLINK "https://registry.ohchr.org/Users/avuignier/AppData/Reports to review for CEFM/COVID_Unmasking II - Childhood Lost.pdf"��“Unmasking the Impact of COVID-19 on Asia’s Most Vulnerable Children.”� Refers to a survey in WV operational areas of 9 countries (Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam).


� Breaking the Chain: Empowering girls and communities to end child marriages during COVID-19 and beyond, May 2021, WVI, �HYPERLINK "https://registry.ohchr.org/Users/avuignier/AppData/Reports to review for CEFM/Breaking the Chain_digital (1).pdf"��file:///C:/FY2022/UN%20report%20WV%20contribution/Reports%20to%20review%20for%20CEFM/Breaking%20the%20Chain_digital%20(1).pdf�


� World Vision (September 2021) �HYPERLINK "https://registry.ohchr.org/Users/avuignier/AppData/Reports to review for CEFM/COVID_Unmasking II - Childhood Lost.pdf"��“Unmasking the Impact of COVID-19 on Asia’s Most Vulnerable Children.”�


� World Vision (March 2020) “North West Syria Gender Analysis: A Comprehensive Gender and Age Analysis for the Northwest Syria Humanitarian Response”


� World Vision (June 2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Stolen%20Future-War%20and%20Child%20Marriage%20in%20Northwest%20Syria-Online.pdf" �“Stolen Future: War and Child Marriage in Northwest Syria”�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/afghanistan/50-families-afghanistan-forced-send-their-children-work-during-covid-19" �https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/afghanistan/50-families-afghanistan-forced-send-their-children-work-during-covid-19� 


� Before the pandemic, girls made up 60% of the estimated 3.7 million Afghani children not in school: � HYPERLINK "https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/education" �https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/education� 


� Reliefweb (2020) The ripple effect of COVID-19 on economic activities, livelihoods and food security in East Africa and the Great Lakes [online] Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/ripple-effectcovid-19-economic-activities-livelihoods-and-food-security-east-africa" �https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/ripple-effectcovid-19-economic-activities-livelihoods-and-food-security-east-africa� 


� World Vision (2020) COVID-19 & the Risks to Children in Urban Contexts


�  The most recent report from EUROPOL has noted that demand for child pornographic content has been on the increase during the COVID-19 pandemic. EUROPOL (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-events/publications/catching-virus-cybercrime-disinformation-and-covid-19-pandemic" ��“Catching the virus: cybercrime, disinformation and the COVID-19 pandemic”�


� Breaking the Chain: Empowering girls and communities to end child marriages during COVID-19 and beyond, May 2021, WVI, �HYPERLINK "https://registry.ohchr.org/Users/avuignier/AppData/Reports to review for CEFM/Breaking the Chain_digital (1).pdf"��file:///C:/FY2022/UN%20report%20WV%20contribution/Reports%20to%20review%20for%20CEFM/Breaking%20the%20Chain_digital%20(1).pdf�


� World Vision (2019) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/publications/report/it-takes-world/small-cracks-big-gaps" ��“Small Cracks, Big Gaps: How governments allow violence against children to persist”�  


� World Vision (September 2021) �HYPERLINK "https://registry.ohchr.org/Users/avuignier/AppData/Reports to review for CEFM/COVID_Unmasking II - Childhood Lost.pdf"��“Unmasking the Impact of COVID-19 on Asia’s Most Vulnerable Children.”�


� World Vision (2021) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/COVID-19%20and%20child%20marriage_v3.pdf" �“How COVID-19’s impact on hunger and education is forcing children into marriage.”�


� Used levels of hunger – IPC3 (Crisis) or above as a proxy for going to bed hungry.


� World Vision (2021) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/COVID-19%20and%20child%20marriage_v3.pdf" �“How COVID-19’s impact on hunger and education is forcing children into marriage.”�


� World Vision (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Out%20of%20Time_Covid19%20Aftershocks%20-%20FINAL.pdf" ��“Out of Time – COVID-19 Aftershocks”�


� These figures were extrapolated from the results of an early recovery rapid assessment of over 14,000 households in World Vision programmes in nine countries in the Asia region. Refer to World Vision (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Out%20of%20Time_Covid19%20Aftershocks%20-%20FINAL.pdf" ��“Out of Time – COVID-19 Aftershocks”� assessment report for more information.


� Based on World Vision’s survey of 392 migrants in seven countries in Latin America. Refer to World Vision (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Out%20of%20Time_Covid19%20Aftershocks%20-%20FINAL.pdf" ��“Out of Time – COVID-19 Aftershocks”� assessment report for more information.


� These statistics were average data of surveys of 2,481 clients from 29 April - 9 May 2020 by VisionFund microfinance institutions  in DRC, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia. Refer to World Vision (2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Out%20of%20Time_Covid19%20Aftershocks%20-%20FINAL.pdf" ��“Out of Time – COVID-19 Aftershocks”� assessment report for more information.


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/emergencies/coronavirus-health-crisis/our-impact" �https://www.wvi.org/emergencies/coronavirus-health-crisis/our-impact�


� A savings group is a voluntary group of 15-25 members who save together in a safe, convenient and flexible way and lend out savings as credit to improve businesses or cope with household emergencies.


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/stories/coronavirus-health-crisis/learning-during-covid-19" �https://www.wvi.org/stories/coronavirus-health-crisis/learning-during-covid-19� 


� World Vision, “Through Celebrating Families Project Model” � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/faith-and-development/celebrating-families" �https://www.wvi.org/faith-and-development/celebrating-families� 


� World Vision (2021) �HYPERLINK "https://registry.ohchr.org/Lists/Announcements/Reports to review for CEFM/Breaking the Chain_digital (1).pdf"��“Breaking the Chain: Empowering girls and communities to end child marriages during COVID-19 and beyond.”� 


� World Vision, “Do No Harm for Faith Groups—Christian – Muslim Edition,” 2 May 2017. � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/peacebuilding-and-conflict-sensitivity/publication/dono-harm-faith-groups-christian-muslim-edition" �https://www.wvi.org/peacebuilding-and-conflict-sensitivity/publication/dono-harm-faith-groups-christian-muslim-edition�


� World Vision (August 2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/World%20Vision%20Faith%20Actors%20in%20the%20COVID-19%20Response_20200818a.pdf" ��Policy Brief: “Faith Actors in the COVID-19 Response”�.


� World Vision (June 2019-September 2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/publications/report/it-takes-world/it-takes-world-global-campaign-progress-report" �It takes a world: Global Campaign Progress Report�


� World Vision (June 2020) � HYPERLINK "https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/WV-Children’s%20voices%20in%20times%20of%20COVID-19%20Final_0.pdf" ��“Children’s voices in times of COVID-19: Continued child activism in the face of personal challenges”�






