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Press release by the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human
rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism

Please find attached a press release by the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, which

will be issued on 20 January 2023.
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Bosnian version below

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Divisive post-conflict politics and a
failure to address conflict drivers must be addressed to prevent
violent extremism and terrorism, says UN expert

GENEVA (20 January 2023) -— The failure to address the legacy of the past in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, including through comprehensive transitional justice measures and substantive rule
of law reform in key justice and security institutions, creates conditions that enable the rise of

violent extremism, a UN expert warned today.

“These failures have also enabled the rise of virulent nationalism and terrorism and undermine
the good work being done at local levels to transcend antagonistic politics,” said Fionnuala D. Ni
Aolain, UN Special Rapporteur on counter-terrorism and human rights, in a statement at the end

of her eight-day visit to the country.

The UN expert acknowledged positive human rights progress done in key areas including
prisons and was impressed by the individualised and constructive approach to prisoner
rehabilitation, including for persons convicted of terrorism. “l am convinced that to support such
work in the counter-terrorism and violent extremism arena a human rights compliant probation

system is urgently needed,” she said.

Ni Aolain welcomed the preliminary action undertaken by the government to enable and support
repatriation of its nationals from the conflict in Syria. She highlighted good practices including
family centred reintegration, utilising strong phyco-social expertise, the positive role of Social
Care Centres, the adoption of legislation and a national Strategy. The expert urged that priority

be given to speedy repatriation of the women and children who remain in Syria.

‘I am deeply concerned for the welfare of Bosnian children and their mothers who continue to
be held in situations of mass arbitrary detention in the Syrian conflict zone subject to a slew of
human rights violations,” Ni Aolain said. “Bosnia and Herzegovina has demonstrated capacity to
manage this complex caseload including the return of men and | strongly encourage practical
action on return in the short-term,” she said.

The Special Rapporteur recommended focus on other departures to conflict zones, including
Ukraine. She underscored that the law should be equally and fairly applied to all who travel and

return in this context.
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Ni Aolain commended local and grassroots efforts to advance co-existence and mutual respect
across communities and encourages local and international actors to support them, as these

are the most effective means to prevent violent extremism and prevent terrorism.

“The cocktail of corrosive corruption, opportunistic political blockages, and divisive ethno-
nationalist politics undermine conflict transition and actively works against both security and

human rights in the country,” the UN expert said.

ENDS

Mr. / Ms. Fionnuala Ni Aolain (the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism) was appointed as Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while
countering terrorism by the United Nations Human Rights Council on (DATE). (Mandate holder
background). His/Her mandate covers all countries and has most recently been renewed by
Human Rights Council resolution 49/10.

The Special Rapporteurs are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the Human
Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human
Rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and monitoring
mechanisms that address either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the
world. Special Procedures’ experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not
receive a salary for their work. They are independent from any government or organization and
serve in their individual capacity.
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Bosna i Hercegovina: Za prevenciju nasilnog ekstremizma i terorizma
potrebno je pozabaviti se postkonfliktnom politikom podjela i

neuspjehom u rjeSavanju pokretaca sukoba, kaze ekspertica UN-a
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ZENEVA (20.1.2023.) Neuspjeh da se pozabavi pitanjem naslijeda pro$losti u Bosni i
Hercegovini, uklju€ujuci i putem sveobuhvatnih mjera tranzicijske pravde i sustinskih reformi
vladavine prava u klju¢nim pravosudnim i sigurnosnim institucijama, stvara uslove za porast

nasilnog ekstremizma, upozorila je ekspertica Ujedinjenih nacija danas.

,OVi neuspjesi takoder omogucéavaju porast virulentnog nacionalizma i terorizma, te podrivaju
pozitivne napore koji se preduzimaju na lokalnom nivou u prevazilaZzenju antagonistickih
politika“, kazala je Fionnuala D. Ni Aoldin, specijalna izvjestitelica UN-a za borbu protiv

terorizma i ljudska prava, u izjavi na kraju svoje osmodnevne posjete zemlji.

Ekspertica UN-a prepoznala je pozitivhe iskorake po pitanju ljudskih prava u kljuénim oblastima
uklju€ujuci kazneno-popravne institucije te bila impresionirana individualiziranim i konstruktivnim
pristupom rehabilitaciji zatvorenika, ukljuujuéi lica osudena za terorizam. ,Uvjerena sam da je
za podrsku ovakvom radu na polju borbe protiv terorizma i nasilnog ekstremizma hitno potreban
probacijski sistem uskladen s ljudskim pravima®“, rekla je.

Ni Aolain je pozdravila preliminarne aktivnosti vlasti kako bi omogucile i podrzale repatrijaciju
svojih drzavljana iz zone sukoba u Siriji. Naglasila je dobre prakse, uklju€ujuéi reintegraciju sa
fokusom na porodicu, koriStenje snazne psihosocijalne ekspertize, pozitivhu ulogu centara za
socijalni rad, usvajanje zakona i nacionalne strategije. Ekspertica je pozvala da se prioritet da
brzoj repatrijaciji Zena i djece koji su jo$ uvijek u Siriji.

,Duboko sam zabrinuta za dobrobit djece iz BiH i njihovih majki koji se i dalje drze u uslovima
masovnog proizvoljnog zatvaranja u zoni sirijskog sukoba podloZznim krSenju niza ljudskih
prava“, kazala je Ni Aolain. ,Bosnha i Hercegovina je pokazala sposobnost da upravlja ovim
slozenim slu¢ajevima, ukljucujuéi povratke muskaraca i snazno ohrabrujem prakti¢éno djelovanje
u pravcu $to skorijeg povratka“, rekla je.

Specijalna izvjestiteljica je preporucila fokusiranje na druge odlaske u zone sukoba, ukljuCujuéi
Ukrajinu. Naglasila je da se zakon treba jednako i pravicno primjenjivati na sve odlaske i

povratke u ovom kontekstu.

Ni Aolain je pohvalila lokalne i napore u zajednicama na unapredenju suzivota i medusobnog
postovanja medu zajednicama i ohrabrila lokalne i medunarodne aktere da iste podrze, jer

predstavljaju najefikasnije sredstvo za prevenciju nasilnog ekstremizma i terorizma.

.MjeSavina korozivne korupcije, oportunisti¢kih politiCkih blokada i etnonacionalistiCke politike
podjela podriva tranziciju iz sukoba i aktivno djeluje protiv sigurnosti i ljudskih prava u zemlji“,
rekla je ekspertica UN-a.

KRAJ

Gda Fionnuala Ni Aolain imenovana je za specijalnu izvjestiteljicu za promociju i za$titu ljudskih
prava i osnovnih sloboda u borbi protiv terorizma od strane VijeCa za ljudska prava Ujedinjenih
nacija. Svoju funkciju preuzela je 1.8. 2017. Gda. Ni Aolain je istovremeno i profesorica prava



(Regents Professor and Robina Professor), javne politike i druStva na Pravnom fakultetu
Univerziteta Minnesota i profesor prava na Univerzitetu Queens, Belfast, Sjeverna Irska. Njen
mandat pokriva sve zemlje i nedavno je obnovljen rezolucijom Vijeca za ljudska prava 49/10.

Specijalni izvjestitelji su dio onoga $to je poznato kao Posebne procedure VijeCa za ljudska
prava. Posebne procedure, najvece tijelo nezavisnih eksperata u sistemu UN-a za ljudska
prava, opcCi je naziv nezavisnih mehanizama Vije¢a za utvrdivanje Cinjenica i pracenje koji se
bave ili specificnim situacijama u zemilji ili tematskim pitanjima u svim dijelovima svijeta.
Struénjaci za posebne procedure rade na dobrovoljnoj osnovi; oni nisu osoblie UN-a i ne
primaju platu za svoj rad. Oni su nezavisni od bilo koje vlade ili organizacije i sluze u svom
individualnom svojstvu.

Stranica Vijec¢a UN za ljudska prava za Bosnu i Hercegovinu

Za vise informacija i medijske upite kontaktirajte:

Gda. Michelle ERAZO (+41 76 691 0826; michelle.erazo@un.org )
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