Concept and scope of protection against domestic violence  as GBV under the CEDAW Convention, GR 35 and CEDAW Optional Protocol, and in the practice of the UN SR VAW - Main issues identified,  recommendations and guidance  to SPs, good practices   

/review carried out by Genoveva Tisheva, in cooperation with Marion Bethel – Co- Chairs of the WG on GBVAW  of the CEDAW Committee and  Natasha Stott- Despoja- member / for the good practices for prevention/, and with contribution by other members of the WG GBV AW 
1. For the purpose of the analysis 15 decisions on individual communicatons under the OP CEDAW and the Views of the Committee  were  reviewed , as well as the  most recent inquiry report from 2020 under Art. 8 of the OP CEDAW/ Inquiry concerning South Africa/ was reviewed as well. In addition to that, relevant excerpts from over 30 Concluding observations and Recommendations /COBs of the Committee /,  and related to countries from different parts of the world in the period February 2017 – June 2022,/ were used as a basis.  The cases reviewed and referred to, and which  make an important part of admissible cases on GBV AW  where failures of the States were found are the following: Goekce v. Austria
, V.K. v. Bulgaria
, Gonzales Carreno v. Spain
, X. and Y v. Georgia
, O.G. v. Russian Federation
, S.L. v. Bulgaria
, Jallow v. Bulgaria
,  X. v. Timor- Leste
, J. I. v. Finland
, X. and Y v. Russian Federation
, Promo LEX v. Moldova
, A.T v. Hungary
, M. W. v. Denmark
, Kell  v. Canada
, H.H., I.H. and Y.H. v. Georgia( Khanum Jeiranova deceased victim)

2. With the majority of individual communications declared admissible which are related to DV, compared to communications related to other areas of discrimination against women,  protection of women against DV represents one of the most developed areas of the practice of the  Committee.

Domestic violence, as identified by the Committee in the practice under the OP CEDAW, encompasses intimate partner  violence /IPV/ in marriage and between former spouses, in intimate partnerships, between cohabitants and former cohabitants, between men and women in civil partnerships and in de facto relations, irrespective of the fact whether they are living or lived  together, or not. Children / both girls and boys/ are also protected from GBV, along with their mothers, as minor children direct victims and/ or witnesses of DV. Often circumstances show that violence started when the woman was pregnant/ J. I. v. Finland, X. v. Timor Leste, S. L. v. Bulgaria/.

Domestic violence is a model, pattern of behaviour in the form of psychological, emotional and physical violence, harassment, intimidation and threats of violence, abusive text messaging, and including crimes as death threats/ O. G. v. Russia/,  repeated assaults, choking, rape, sexual abuse of a child/ X. and Y. v. Georgia/, stalking, serious physical injuries, resulting also in the death of the woman/ Promo LEX v. Moldova/,  femicide/ although not named as such/- killing the mother in front of her children / Goekce v. Austria/. DV includes also non payment of child support and establishing forced contact, traumatizing and committing acts of violence against children during visitation  / S.L. v. Bulgaria/, amounting also to murdering a female child/ specific form of femicide in an extended suicide situation/ Gonzales Carreno v. Spain/. Economic violence is addressed in Kell v. Canada.Victims of domestic violence are women and girls, including migrant women /Jallow v. Bulgaria/ and women with disabilities/ V. C. from PromoLex v. Modova/, pregnant and breastfeeding women, women  and  their children. Domestic violence encompasses honour-based violence, including such violence perpetrated by in-laws and extended family and resulting in femicide or induced suicide./ H.H., I.H. and Y.H. v. Georgia/. 
Women and girls in unions based  on  harmful practices, including child and forced marriage, polygamy and abduction of women for forced marriage, are at increased risk of severe DV.
 /Inquiry concerning   South Africa, CEDAW/C/ZAF/FIR/1 
/

Applicable articles of the Convention are - Article 2(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g) read in conjunction with Article 1,- Article 3, -Article 5 (a) and ( b), - Article 15, - Article 16 (1)(c),( d),(f ),(g) and (h).and in conjunction with the Committee’s general recommendations Nos. 18
; 19
; 21
; 28
, 29
; 31
; 33
; and 35
. 

3. Main issues identified, State obligations and recommendations for more effective protection of women against DV according to the Convention and GR 35

3. 1. Failure to protect women from domestic violence, especially against its most severe forms and the lack of comprehensive legislation against GBV and DV according to IHR standards. 
3. The Committee identified the need for adoption of  comprehensive laws on domestic violence with proper definition of domestic violence , which would allow women to realize their right to access to justice on an equal basis. It requires protection through criminal law   and criminal public prosecution in order to effectively respond to the problem of domestic violence.- X.Y v. Russian Federation
, O.G. v. Russia

In that respect the Committee recommends revisions of legislation and , where needed, also of the constitutional provisions,
 to bring them into full compliance with the Convention and international human rights standards, including general recommendations No. 19 and No. 35 and, among others, with  the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence /Istanbul Convention/ - COBs for Lithiania 2019
 (CEDAW/C/LTU/CO/6)  S. L. v. Bulgaria

- -3. 2.     Gaps in the implementation –of State obligations and Due Diligence obligations for protection against GBV and DV . Failure of the State  to exercise  Due Diligence, inclusive of in cases of femicide.       
4. States are responsible for all forms of gender-based violence against women committed by State agents, whether on their territory or extraterritorially.
 

.States parties have an obligation to ensure that women are protected against discrimination committed by the judiciary and by public authorities. “M.W. v. Denmark

5.  CEDAW applies both  to state and non-state actors ( 
Article 2 d), e). Therefore,  “…States may also be responsible for private acts, including DV, if they fail to act with due diligence to prevent violations of rights or to investigate and punish acts of violence, and for providing compensation” (GR 19, para. 9)
. The Committee highlights instances of  breaches of these obligations  and failure to protect women in cases of DV, where “ the authorities are aware or should be aware of the risk of such violence, or the fail to investigate, to prosecute and punish perpetrators and to provide reparations to victims and survivors of such acts” GR 35 
-and  PromoLEX v. Moldova
  In Goekce v. Austria
, the Committee concluded that: “…… the police knew or should have known that the victim was in serious danger and should have treated her last call as an emergency……. 
6. Through these findings and recommendations, the Committee reaffirms its jurisprudence, namely GR 28, which obliges the States parties, in cases of “ abuse of other human
rights, such as the right to life and physical integrity in cases of domestic and
other forms of violence,…… to initiate criminal proceedings, bring the perpetrator(s) to trial and impose appropriate penal sanctions.”

7. The failure of a State parties to take all appropriate measures to prevent acts of domestic violence as gender-based violence against women in the mentioned cases represent “ ..tacit permission or encouragement to perpetrate acts of gender-based violence against women…” GR 35
 and also PromoLEX v. Moldova
 and brought to acts of  femicides and deaths of children, acts that could and should have been prevented. The victim in the case PromoLEX v. Moldova,  a woman with a disability, was subject to escalating violence and died of the deadly injuries suffered , as the police, with full knowledge of the risk and danger that the aggressor represented for the victim, did not arrest him at any moment and did not provide prompt protection for the woman.  In Goekce v. Austria,: the police  failed to exercise due diligence to protect the victim and the Public Prosecutor did not  respond to the request by the police to detain the aggressor.
In the case of Gonzales Carreno v. Spain  the daughter of the author was killed by her father/ murder of a girl child/ during visitation, granted to him by state institutions, as a result also of the underestimation of the GBV and the risk factors related to the father. 
In the case H., I.H. and Y.H. v. Georgia( Khanum Jeiranova deceased victim)
 the failure of the State to act in a case of severe domestic violence and its complicity with a scheme of  honour- related violence brought to the death of Jeiranova- by homicide ot induced suicide.
8. The need for the states to identify, monitor, collect statistical data, and report about femicide or gender- related killings as  inherent element of their Due Diligence and State obligations related to GBV,  is of continuous concern of the UN SR VAW and makes the focus of several general reports. The first report on femicide was issued in 2012, the second one in 2016
 and the most recent one was presented and publicized on 12 July 2021.
 

3. 3.  In cases of DV there is need for more effective and joint protection of women and children, and for ensuring the best interest of the child. 

9. In a number of communications considered by the Committee under the OP CEDAW no special protection for mothers and  children who are victims of domestic violence was ensured by SPs,.

Ensuring protection of mothers victims of violence and their children encompasses measures to guarantee the physical and mental integrity, that they receive appropriate support and legal assistance, shelter and psychological support. - S L. v. Bulgaria
 
 In order to avoid risks for their bodily intergrity and even for their lives, „...history of gender violence must be taken into account in child custody and visitation proceedings”- Gonzales Carreno v. Spain
. Repealing  mandatory mediation requirements in divorce proceedings in cases involving domestic violence. is another guarantee for their rights.- COBs Moldova, 2020

 10.   This approach, based on the jurisprudence of the Committee, is summarized and highlighted in GR 35
: 
“The rights or claims of perpetrators or alleged perpetrators during and after judicial proceedings, including with respect to property, privacy, child custody, access, contact and visitation, should be determined in the light of women’s and children’s human rights to life and physical, sexual and psychological integrity and guided by the principle of the best interests of the child.” ( Goekce v. Austria
, González Carreño v. Spain
, M.W. v. Denmark
 and Jallow v. Bulgaria
)
3. 4. Problems with access to justice for women. Gender stereotyping,  burden of proof and weighting the opinion and interest of women and children
10. Protection from GBV and DV is closely linked with ensuring women’s access to justice at national and international levels. Access to justice is related to the effective protection of victims by criminal and civil law, to gender stereotyping, including judicial stereotyping,  to the burden of proof  rules. 

States parties must ensure that victims of domestic violence have access to affordable, accessible and timely remedies, with legal aid, if necessary, free of charge.

In cases of domestic violence against women and children there is need to address specifically credibility and weight to be given to women’s voices, arguments and testimony. / J. I. v. Finland
/:. …Easing the burden of proof in favour of women is a prerequisite for their access to justice. S. L. v. Bulgaria
, putting the burden of proof on the victim being a denial of justice. O.G. v. Russian Federation

11. Intesectional discrimination aganst women victims n vis reflected directly in their access to justice , therefore the Committee requires:- “..that women victims/survivors of domestic violence, including migrant women, have effective access to justice and other services such as translation services.’” I. Jallow  v. Bulgaria
 and “…Aboriginal women who are victims of domestic violence have effective access to justice.- Kell v. Canada

12. Effective protection against domestic violence involves identifying and combating gender stereotypes, linked to the gendered nature of  violence  against women. Therefore SPs have to address stereotypes, prejudices, customs and practices that promote domestic violence. - X. Y v. Russia
, O.G. v. Russia
. Parties are accountable also for judicial stereotyping that violates CEDAW. Judicial stereotyping bears particular risks for women as it violates judicial principles of impartiality and integrity. Such  breach of the Convention was identified by the Committee, for example, in V.K. v. Bulgaria
, where the court denied a permanent protection order to a woman victim of domestic violence based on judicial streotyping. Gender stereotyping by state institutions and judicial stereotyping has been exposed by the Committee more specifically  also in relation to  the wrong assumptions that mothers in situations of violence were the reason for parental alienation of the children towards their fathers. Despite the violence suffered, women “should have maintained a positive attitude towards the father”, according to the representatives of social services and of the court. ( S.L. v. Bulgaria)

13. In order to counter these gender stereotypes harmful for women and children, the Committee recommends that SPs ensure specialized and gender- sensitive services for women victims, with the cooperation of NGOs:  “…increase the number of shelters, especially in rural areas, and provide medical treatment, psychosocial rehabilitation and reintegration programmes, as well as legal assistance, to victims.” and “..a sufficient number of State-funded and accessible shelters, and an anonymous emergency helpline..” COBs Niger, 2017
,  COBs Serbia 2019
(CEDAW/C/SRB/CO/4)In addition to the jurisprudence and practice of CEDAW Committee, the  UN SR VAW issued a special report on  effective and quality services for women victims of violence - June 2017 and refined in her  country reports after her visits (A/HRC/35/30).

4. Recommendations
A. Prevention measures specifically recommended to State Parties by the CEDAW Committee include, inter alia:

In the field of legislation
· To fulfill the obligations to respect, protect, promote and fulfill the human rights of women, in particular the right to be free from all forms of gender-based violence and domestic violence, including intimidation and threats of violence. 
 
· To ensure the adoption of comprehensive legislation on domestic violence in line with international law t and to put it into effect.
- 
· To guarantee  equal rights within marriage and family relations.
-
·  To adopt a comprehensive and inclusive law on gender-based violence, addressing all forms of violence against women, including, domestic violence, rape, marital rape, criminalizing marital rape...
. To accelerate the continuing harmonization of legislation combating gender-based violence against women in accordance with the Convention, including by adopting laws on stalking, and namely by ratifying the Istanbul Convention.

· To specifically criminalize domestic violence and femicide, enforce and monitor civil remedies against perpetrators, repeal provisions that tolerate harmful practices giving rise to domestic violence,
 - Systematically establish criminal public prosecution of domestic violence.
 

· To repeal all criminal provisions on homicide, femicide and violence against women that include factors, including passion, honour, provocation and violent emotion, that allow perpetrators to escape criminal responsibility for femicide.
-
· To ease the burden of proof in favour of the victims and ensure that protection orders are available without placing undue administrative and legal burdens on applicants; 
 
- To review and revise the Criminal Code, Family Code and other relevant legislation and policies, including in relation to the handling and possession of firearms, with a view to effectively preventing and combating all forms of violence against women and protecting victims.
 
 - To repeal mandatory mediation requirements in divorce proceedings in cases involving domestic violence.
 
· Countering  gender stereotyping
· To develop a comprehensive strategy and action plan to eliminate all forms of gender-based violence against women, including by combating gender stereotypes, affectively implement it, also by  allocating sufficient and sustainable resources.

· To focus on the implementation of measures to address stereotypes, prejudices, customs and practices that promote domestic violence. Namely, to address patriarchal attitudes and social norms that legitimize domestic violence and to destigmatize victims;
 
· To combat all negative attitudes and stereotypes which foster intersecting forms of discrimination against women .

· To address the stigma discouraging women and girls who are victims of gender-based violence from reporting it, through awareness-raising campaigns on the criminal nature of all forms of such violence and its grave impact on women’s enjoyment of their rights.

- To intensify awareness-raising for the general public on the criminal
nature of all forms of gender-based violence, including domestic and sexual
violence, and the need for women to be able to report such cases to law
enforcement authorities without fear of reprisals, stigmatization or
revictimization
.
· To step up violence prevention programmes and policies, including early warning mechanisms, the reinforcement of security in dangerous or isolated areas, monitoring programmes, systematic information on security measures. 
- 
B. Protection measures specifically recommended to State Parties by the CEDAW Committee include, inter alia: 

- To allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources for the effective implementation of the national strategy on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, to establish monitoring and assessment mechanisms for the implementation of the national plans.
 

- To strengthen measures to respect, protect and fulfil the right to life of women and the right to freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, with specific attention to communities that are isolated, closed and/or where honour-based norms apply
 

·  To provide mandatory training for judges, lawyers and law enforcement personnel, including police and prosecutors, as well as social workers and psychologists, on the Convention, the Optional Protocol and the Committee’s jurisprudence and general recommendations, in particular general recommendations No. 19, No. 21, No. 28 (2010) on the core obligations of States parties under article 2 of the Convention, No. 33 and No. 35,
 
 
 
· To ensure mandatory training for judges and administrative personnel on application of the legal framework in domestic violence cases, including training on gender stereotypes and the definition of domestic violence, as well as training with regard to the Convention.  Specifically addressing credibility and weight to be given to women’s voices, arguments and testimony,  the dynamics of violence against women, custody and visitation rights and the “best interests of the child.
.

 
-
· To remove the physical, economic and social barriers faced by victims of domestic violence, and to ensure that women victims/survivors of domestic violence, including those belonging to the most disadvantaged groups, like  migrant women, obtain effective access to justice, and other services, such as translation services.
 .
 

- To invest in modern information and communications technologies and accessibility in order to enhance awareness among women and girls of their rights and the remedies available to them, using the media, other channels, and in cooperation with civil society organizations and community-based women’s associations – .
 

- To fulfill its duty to enact criminal law provisions to protect women and girls from physical and sexual abuse within the family. 

· To ensure victims’ claims are addressed promptly and fully, and that they receive the legal, medical, and social support and protection that they need, and ensure that perpetrators are investigated, prosecuted and sanctioned.
 
· To strengthen the legal framework, the implementation and monitoring of relevant legislation, by acting with due diligence to prevent and respond to  domestic  violence, and apply sanctions  for failure to respond.
 
 
· To ensure that women victims of domestic violence, and especially mothers, and their children have access to effective remedies and immediate means of redress and protection, and to provide them with medical care, information of their  rights, psycho- social support, shelter and adequate legal counsel or representation.
 
 .
 
- To strengthen appropriate, specialised services, including early warning systems, with trained personnel, for cases of domestic violence and human rights violations in communities that are isolated, closed and/or where honour-based norms apply, including by facilitating access to such services and ensuring the swift, competent and specialized handling of such cases.

· To take into account the history of gender violence and to ensure consideration of the child’s best interests in child custody and visitation proceedings, in order not to place gender violence victims and their children in danger.
,

- To ensure that the child’s best interests is a primary consideration and that it is reflected both as a substantive right and as a rule of procedure in all administrative and judicial proceedings, , including conciliation, mediation and arbitration processes.
 

- To make sure  that the woman victim is given a safe home in which to live with her children, receives appropriate child support and legal assistance.
 
- To apply the principle that the rights or claims of perpetrators or alleged perpetrators during and after judicial proceedings, including with respect to property, privacy, child custody, access, contact and visitation, should be determined in the light of women’s and children’s human rights to life and physical, sexual and psychological integrity and guided by the principle of the best interests of the child.
 

· - To increase the number of accessible State shelters in urban and rural areas and of counselling and rehabilitation services across the State party and ensure that women and girls who are victims of gender-based violence, including those belonging to the most disadvantaged groups, have full and barrier-free access to medical and psychological support, reintegration programmes, as well as legal assistance.
 
  
- To provide increased funding to the special assistance centres for women who are victims of violence, to allocate adequate funding to civil society organizations that provide specialized services and that  operate hotlines for victims and survivors of domestic violence, to enhance cooperation with such organizations, 
.
 
. - while ensuring that the State party retains the primary responsibility for overseeing the provision of such services.

C. Measures for improving investigation, prosecution and punishment  specifically recommended to State Parties by the CEDAW Committee include, inter alia: 
· To ensure that an assessment of the danger to the life of the victim, the seriousness of the situation and the risk of repeated violence is carried out by all relevant authorities at all stages of the investigation and the procedures under legislation against domestic violence. The assessment will aim at  mitigating  the risk and provide immediate protection and support to victims and their children, and direct them to appropriate services, especially in communities with entrenched honour-based values, social norms and practices.

· To provide police and prosecutors with specific expertise on risk assessment and risk management, establish specialized units on violence against women and encourage courts to gain specific expertise on femicide and violence against women.

· To ensure that suicides, accidents and other violent deaths of women and girls are effectively investigated, inter alia, by using forensic evidence.
 
·  To strengthen the judicial system, including through additional financial, technical and specialized human resources, for handling cases in a timely, gender-sensitive and non-discriminatory manner, and ensure that all cases of gender-based violence against women are promptly and effectively investigated and that perpetrators are prosecuted ex officio and adequately punished.
 
 
.

· To implement monitoring mechanisms to ensure impartial application of evidentiary rules, investigations and other legal and quasi-judicial procedures not influenced by gender stereotypes or prejudice.

· To prosecute vigilantly and speedily perpetrators of domestic violence and use all criminal and civil remedies available to protect women from violence, emphasizing that perpetrator’s rights cannot supersede women’s human rights to life and to physical and mental integrity.
 
· D. Measures to improve compensation and reparation recommended to State Parties by the CEDAW Committee, include, inter alia: 

· To grant appropriate reparation, including comprehensive compensation for serious infringement of victim’s rights.

· To allocate sufficient resources for the provision of financial compensation to victims of domestic violence and to victims of other crimes of gender-based violence under legislation for rehabilitation of victims of crimes.
 
· To ensure that women whose rights under the Convention were violated  receive appropriate child support and legal assistance, as well as financial reparations proportionate to the physical, psychological and material damage suffered by them and their children and commensurate with the gravity of the violations of their rights.

· E. Measures to improve data collection and monitoring, and coordination  in cases of domestic violence recommended to State Parties by the CEDAW Committee and the UN SR VAW , include, inter alia: 

·  To systematically collect data, disaggregated by age, type of violence and relationship between the victim and the perpetrator, on the number of complaints, investigations, prosecutions and convictions and on the sentences imposed on perpetrators of gender-based violence against women, as well as on the redress provided to victims, including financial compensation.
 .
 To accelerate the creation of a central register for cases of domestic violence, for example under the Ministry of Justice.
 
· To collect statistical data on domestic and sexual violence disaggregated by sex, age, disability, nationality and relationship between the victim and the perpetrator.
 
- To collect data under three broad categories: intimate-partner femicide and family-related femicide, based on the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator, and other femicides, according to the local context. 
,

· To conduct an investigation to determine whether there were structural failures in the system that causes victims to be deprived of protection.
 
· To implement a survey on the prevalence and causes of gender-based violence against women and girls, ensuring that it covers older women, rural women and girls, Roma women and girls, women and girls with disabilities, including those in institutions, and women and girls belonging to other disadvantaged groups.

· To conduct a comprehensive review based on research of  custody legislation and legislation on parental responsibility, in particular assessing its impact on women as  parents, including on  foreign mothers.
 
· To strengthen multisectoral cooperation for preventing and combating all forms of gender-based violence and providing services to victims, including cooperation with centres for social work and civil society organizations.
- 
· To ensure enhanced coordination within all levels of the criminal justice system and cooperation between the criminal justice system and non-governmental organizations that support women victims of gender-based violence.

 Examples of good practices from States Parties- the example of prevention strategies from Australia
Natasha Stott Despoja-  Member of CEDAW and of the WG on GBV AW
...The purpose of this section  is to provide a number of examples of key prevention infrastructure and legislative, policy and regulatory mechanisms and approaches to prevention in Australia that could be considered by other  States. 
 Overview 
Australia’s national prevention framework Change the story outlines the essential actions required as part of a national approach to prevention to address the drivers of violence against women, including examples for each of the actions and for key stakeholders, including government. It also includes important principles that can guide approaches to prevention and clearly outlines the key elements of successful national infrastructure required for prevention. Change the story provides a useful ‘roadmap for reform’ for other  States Parties to consider. 
 At a practical level, the following examples from  Australia could be considered: 

· Establish a national plan or framework for eliminating gender-based violence
· In Australia, the Council of Australian Governments established the National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women (the National Plan) in 2010 to bring together the efforts of government across the nation to make a real and sustained reduction in the levels of violence against women. 
· Primary prevention was a key focus of the National Plan and its four action plans, in recognition of the need to look to the long term, build respectful relationships and work to increase gender equality to prevent violence against women. This focus, the Plan, Action Plans and associated work has been an important part of driving national commitment and action on primary prevention in Australia. 
· The National Plan to End Violence against Women and Children 2022- 2032 was released in October 2022.

· Since the introduction of the National Plan, almost all states and territories have included a focus on or mention of primary prevention in their key strategies, frameworks and policies and sought to align to some extent with the National Plan. This demonstrates the value and potential of a national plan of this type. 
· Establish and fund a prevention organisation
· Establish a government-funded and independent organisation with a mandate that clearly focuses on primary prevention. 
· Ideally the organisation would operate at a national level (like Our Watch), however it could also involve the establishment of prevention organisations at sub-national levels (like Respect Victoria which was established as a statutory prevention authority under the Prevention of Family Violence Act 2018 in Victoria). 
· Produce an evidence-based national framework for prevention 
· Develop a strong evidence-based national framework for prevention that is developed independently from government, but that has support from the sector and is endorsed by governments. 
· Change the story is a useful national example in Australia. It was adopted by all Australian governments as the national framework for primary prevention under the Third Action Plan of the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and their Children and updated as a second edition by Our Watch in 2021.  It captures the global evidence on what works to prevent violence against women and sets out principles and actions needed across settings to address the drivers of violence against women.
· In Australia, this shared approach has been successful in building agreement about the evidence base and approach to prevention, as well as providing a framework for coordinated action by stakeholders.  
· The national framework can then be used as the basis for framing advice to government on evidence-based legislative, regulatory and policy approaches and commitments. 
· National monitoring, research and data 
· There is a need to collect and analyze data and information to track the progress of population-level changes to address the drivers and reinforcing factors of violence against women, and the development of associated infrastructure.
· The Our Watch resource Counting on change provides a framework for this kind of national monitoring, and the Tracking progress in prevention report translates this into practice, providing both a baseline report on progress, and an example of how national monitoring could be done on an ongoing basis. 
· An ongoing commitment to continuing to build the evidence base, including through the establishment of a national research organisation, like ANROWS in Australia is also an important part of effective prevention.  
· Developing appropriate data platforms and tools and identifying and responding to data gaps is important. In Australia, work is currently underway to develop a national family, domestic and sexual violence integrated data system through the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. The work is funded by the Commonwealth Government.
· Respectful relationships education 
· Education settings have been a key site for the delivery of primary prevention activities in Australia. The delivery of best practice, well-resourced respectful relationships education in schools was one of the earliest areas that provided a robust evidence base for the efficacy of initiatives aimed at reducing gender-based violence in Australia. 
· As a result,  States Parties could consider funding and rolling out evidence based, best practice approaches to respectful relationships education in primary and secondary schools. It is important that this work is evidence based. 
·  States could consider the Our Watch evidence base in this area which include resources to guide such an approach, including a brief for policy makers.
 Importantly, as outlined in Change the story, to be most effective there is a need for these key actions to be implemented at every level of society: using legislative, institutional, policy and program responses; by governments, organisations and individuals; in settings where people live, work, learn and socialize; in ways that are tailored to the context and needs of different groups. All these actions also need to be implemented in a range of ways that, taken together, address social norms, structures and practices at all levels. 

Other resources
 Our Watch’s Tracking progress in prevention also provides information of use to States. The Report is a world-first that comprehensively tracks national progress in Australia towards the primary prevention of violence against women and their children, including consideration of specific actions and work that States Parties may wish to consider. See the summary report or the full report.
Our Watch encourages States Parties to take an intersectional approach to prevention and consider the specific frameworks developed in Australia including:
· Changing the picture is a national resource to support prevention of violence against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and their children. It contains a set of clear actions that are needed to address the drivers of violence against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women.
· Changing the landscape is Our Watch and Women with Disabilities Victoria’s national, evidence-based resource to guide the prevention of violence against women and girls with disabilities.
Our Watch’s National Primary Prevention Hub Reports also provide useful information on key areas of effective national prevention work in Australia and are available here: National Primary Prevention Hub | Our Watch | Read more - Our Watch
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