1. Do you have access to national archives on human rights? Do you have recommendations on good practices in the provision of access to archives? Can you provided specific examples?

There is very wide and easy access to national archives in Poland granted to individuals and institutions. The main institutions providing statutory service in this regard include: The Central Archives of Modern Records in Warsaw (AAN: http://aan.gov.pl ) and The Institute of National Remembrance – Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against the Polish Nation (IPN:  http://ipn.gov.pl). See relevant websites to find more detailed information about the mission and statutory mandate of both institutions responsible for national archives. The mentioned institutions offer availability of preserved records to users (individuals or institutions) on the clear conditions stipulated by normative legal acts and relevant internal regulations publicly known to interested parties. 
2. Based on your experience, what do you consider to be good practices in the establishment and preservation of national archives on human rights? 
The establishment and preservation of national archives policy including issues of human rights followed by creation of relevant archival body at national level provides the possibility of professional collection and preservation of documents, as well as effective investigation of respective human rights violations.  In Poland such institutions play a crucial role in raising of awareness about the rule of law, fundamental human rights and freedoms by many educational initiatives addressed to public opinion.  Apart from the duties of preserving archives they are also research institutions conducting various actions aimed at preserving historic memory including issues of human rights violations in the period of totalitarian system. There is possible the co-operation between NHRI and institutions in charge of national archives on human rights by organizing joint workshops, exhibitions, seminars  or publications dedicated to the issues of main importance in fulfilling the mission of promotion of international standards concerning fundamental citizen and human rights. 

Points: 3,4 and 5 – not applicable. 
