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(Translated from Russian)

Information from the Russian Federation regarding the communication of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the implementation of Human Rights Council resolution 21/7 on the right to truth

Reference: NP/ro

Further to the communication of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the implementation of Human Rights Council resolution 21/7 on the right to truth, the Russian Federation submits herewith its replies to the questionnaire on the measures taken by the authorities to ensure access to human rights information kept in national archives.

1.1
Does the State have a national archival policy on human rights enacted into law?


Legislation on archives in the Russian Federation includes the Federal Act on Archives in the Russian Federation, No. 125-FZ of 22 October 2004, other federal statutes and regulations adopted in accordance with those statutes and laws and other regulations of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation.

1.2
Does the law state that the nation’s documentary heritage must be preserved and safeguarded?


The archives of the Russian Federation are a collection of documents historically developed and continuously augmented that reflect the material and spiritual life of society, have historical, scientific, social, economic, political and cultural significance, form an integral part of the historical and cultural heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation, are treated as information resources and are to be kept permanently.


Violations of the rules for keeping, building up, recording or using archival documents are punishable under the Code on Administrative Offences of the Russian Federation.


Under article 13.20 of the Code, violations of the rules for keeping, building up, recording or using archival documents, with the exception of the cases specified under article 13.25 of the Code, carry a warning or an administrative fine amounting to between 100 and 300 roubles for citizens and between 300 and 500 roubles for officials.

1.3.
Does the law provide a framework for working with State archives? Does the law establish a mandate for an archival authority and rules for its operations?


The Act on Archives in the Russian Federation provides that:

1.
The State shall be the guarantor of the rights under this Federal Act and shall promote the development of archiving in the Russian Federation by pursuing the appropriate scientific, technical and financial (including tax and credit) policies.

2.
The federal authorities of the Russian Federation shall manage the archives of the Russian Federation, including federal authorities specially authorized by the Government of the Russian Federation.

3.
The management of archives in the constituent entities of the Russian Federation shall be carried out by the public authorities of those entities, including public authorities authorized by the entities to manage the archives.

4.
The local authorities shall be responsible for managing archives at the municipal level.

5.
In order to ensure that archival documents are kept, built up, recorded and used according to a single set of principles, Government bodies, local authorities, organizations and citizens involved in archiving shall be governed by the federal legislation on archives (including the rules established by the federal authorities specially authorized by the Government of the Russian Federation), the legislation of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation and municipal legal acts.

1.4
Does the law set clear criteria and procedures for gaining access to archives?


In accordance with the Act on Archives in the Russian Federation:

1.
The user of archival documents has the right to seek and receive archival documents freely for research purposes.

1.1
Access to archival documents is ensured:

(1)
By providing the user with the means of retrieving information and information on these means, including in electronic form;

(2)
By providing such originals and/or copies of documents as may be necessary to the user, including in electronic form;

(3)
By making use of public information and telecommunications networks, including the Internet, and enabling information from those networks to be reproduced.

2.
The conditions for access to privately owned archived documents, except for archival documents to which access is regulated by the legislation of the Russian Federation, are set by the owner or holder of the archival documents.

1.8
Does the State have an outreach programme on existing archives and services available to users?


While there is no specific outreach programme, all relevant information for users has been made available on the official website of the Federal Archives Agency (http://archives.ru) and the Archives of Russia site (http://rusarchives.ru), with details of the archives and the services available to them.
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