                    Response to joint questionnaire of special procedures.
Submitted by FIMARC (International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movements)
Please to note that our response mainly focus on the following elements
1. Common questions –of  Impact on human rights
COVID-19 has negative impacts on food production, food supply and demand, distribution, marketing and food security at all levels .Both lives and livelihoods of millions of daily wage workers, fisher folks and farm families are affected severely and at risk from this pandemic. Border closures, Lock downs, Quarantines, Trade disruptions restricting the people’s access to sufficient/diverse and nutritious sources of food in most of the countries. COVID-19 lock down means no food or work for rural and urban poor. Millions in underdeveloped regions face penury and deprivation as economic activity grinds to a halt due to lock down.
Without U.N. guidance countries have imposed quarantine and social distancing measures on their own. It is the enforcement of such quarantine measures that has concerning human rights implications. Each country dealt the situation using the disaster management protocols and with immediate effect and  the lock downs curbed the  economic, social and cultural rights  – such as the right to food, the right to health, the right to housing, the right to work and the right to education especially of the  poor and most vulnerable groups of populations  In the context of Pandemic while authorities kept insisting the purpose of confinement and health barrier measures (physical distancing, hand washing, etc.)  as a way to protect the right to life of each of us; the millions of informal workers ,migrant labours, peasants , unemployed people ,old and sick persons , slum dwellers and as well as others with  no housing, no work, no food, no access to drinking water,no health care facilities are struggling with hunger and  gives rise to multiple violations of human rights in the areas of employment, education, health, social relationships.The quarantine measures  restricting the free movement of  people, are a violation of the U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights.[xii]  The Declaration was adopted in 1948 in “recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal inalienable rights of all members of the human family.”[xiii]  Some of the listed enumerated rights that are violated by quarantine orders are, the right to:  liberty,[xiv] freedom of movement,[xv] freedom of religion in community with others,[xvi] freedom of peaceful assembly and association,[xvii] work and protection against unemployment,[xviii] education,[xix] and freely participate in community.[xx]  However, while quarantines may violate these rights the U.N. has said that in response to serious public health threats to the “life of a nation,” human rights law allows for restrictions on some rights.  Those restrictions, however, must be justified on a legal basis as strictly necessary.  This “strictly necessary” standard must: be based on scientific evidence that is not arbitrary nor discriminatory, be set for a determinant amount of time, maintain respect for human dignity, be subject to review, and be proportionate to the objective sought to achieve.[xxi]  .Unfortunately many countries do not implement proactive measures to reduce the gravity of extreme human right violations facing by the most vulnerable populations. Social distancing and lock downs without any prompt economic and social security measures makes heavier toll on the poor.[xxii]  People in poor countries rely more heavily on daily hands on labor and informal sector employment to earn enough cash each day to feed their families, they live day-to-day and cannot afford to stockpile food and necessities, and they frequently do not have easy access to clean water.  In impoverished places social distancing cuts off access to wages, food, and water that is not supplemented in any other way.[xxiii]  .In some countries police use measures like physical punishments, water cannons, and rubber bullets on people violating restrictions.[xxxi] .People  being forced to crawl, do squats, and being beaten in some countries.[xxxii]  
2.Questions by the Special Rapporteur on the right to food
Closures of local markets and less frequent grocery shopping diminish demand for fresh produce and fisheries products, affecting both producers and suppliers. They will also struggle due to higher food prices and limited purchasing power. Restrictions on tourism, closure of restaurants and café and school meals suspension would aggravate the poverty. Millions of children are already missing out their school meals they have come to rely upon. Many of them are with no formal access to social protection, including health insurance. Daily wage workers, ,seasonal workers ,migrants, the
displaced, and those hit by conflicts facing extreme hunger as they do not have any source of income, support or social protection measures. Many countries announced sudden lock downs without enforcing any measures to protect the poor and vulnerable workers living in precarious economic conditions. Developing countries are particularly at risk as COVID-19 can lead to a reduction in labour intensive forms of production (agriculture, fisheries, small business etc.).The government has prioritized life, over the economy, which has brought about a confrontation with private enterprise that demands that the economy be restarted, which has divided the country where people want to stay at home and companies force them to leave or stick to losing their jobs.  The large food distribution chains have forced down the prices of food and livestock products (milk, meat) and as always those affected have been the farmers.  Labors who came to collect the agricultural products or shear the sheep, have not been able to move, and thus many products had to stay on the land . As for government protection, farmers have hardly offered any help, since farming and livestock breeding have been considered as an essential activity.
Confinement determined as the main measure to prevent massive contagion has brought negative effects to an economy with a strong informal sector base.  The Government lacks price control measures for products in the basic food basket, so price increases significantly affect the domestic economy, mainly in the popular sectors. In specific cases, it is favourable for agro-ecological production and for small producers with the capacity to offer healthy food baskets with home delivery but only few such experiences. 
3.Questions by the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights
Millions of  jobs have been lost, Many countries do not  makes enough tests to detect the diseases Domestic violences increased due to confinement.Crops have been lost because marketing has been disrupted and livestock cannot be sold. Big shortage of money and food in many countries. Countries dependent on importing food from neighboring countries had big impact with the closure of borders leads to the shortage of food, fruits and vegetables. Health supplies such as soap, alcohol gel, and masks are scarce in many countries but the price even if it is  available  and thus low income families cannot afford 
Some countries distribute essential items through the Public Distribution system but most of the people in the rural areas had shortage of food and essential items especially in places where essential goods had to come from outside the local areas. Marketing of the products had come to a standstill and perishable goods had to be abandoned by the farmers because there was very limited transportation of goods within and beyond the borders. There was no alternative marketing mechanism in which the products of the farmers could be procured with deferred or part payment.  The situation of the informal ,seasonal and the daily wage earners were pathetic. There had been no employment and no unemployment benefits. Some Governments announces economic packages for the vulnerable sections but we don’t see them getting translated into action. Even the loan repayment is just postponed but there is no waiver of loans and even the interest .There had been no provision for paying wages to the seasonal workers and daily wage earners. Refugee camps, migrant camps were very miserably managed and there were a number of deaths reported. The migrant workers, had no money and no payments .They could not go back to their native plane and a number of them  even died while walking hundreds of miles to their native place. Many health workers do not have proper safety kits and a number of health workers were infected by the disease. Those who complained against the poor quality protective gears were arrested by the police. In a few cases compensation was paid to the victims. 
COVID-19 only aggravates the situation of rural families, mainly those engaged in agriculture. Those who  have gone through hard drought , the availability of food is hampered due to the Pandemic. The marketing of what exists requires much creativity and means for alternative strategies to trade, prices can be favorable in case of direct sale from producer to consumer, which hardly happens.  As for distribution, it also requires adequate means and social protection with government support, but there is still no concrete news for peasant families. Many government initiated short term monetary support at the level of the most vulnerable families and the delivery of food packages to the families  in the quarantine .But these food packages soft loans and stimulus packages or social aid/ cash aid announced by many governments during the lock down period is not suffcient to tackle even the hunger facing by millions.The migrant workers who did not have sufficient food while many walked hundreds of miles to their native place. There are obligation to implement pattern of healthy life such as frequent hand and face wash , use of  mask etc and Covid 19 testing such as: rapid test, PCR test, SWAB test etc is not affordable by millions. 
In many countries, the poor and low income people are the victims of the privatized health care systems,. Many people do not disclose their infection as the cost of testing and treatments are expensive and cannot be afforded by them. This can eventually cause serious threat of community expansion of the COVID 19 and the death of millions. The self-isolation or social lockdown can cause traumatic stress, fear confusion and anger among individuals as well as an increase in domestic and family violence and thus authorities has to provide urgent counselling, guidance and psychological support to individuals and families. Some Countries implements the ERTEs (Temporary Regulation of Employment Files), which consist of companies that cannot continue with their usual jobs, could fire their workers, but committing to readmitting them when the state of alarm ends, with the state bearing the costs of salaries and Social Security)

