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What forms of existing societal norms, practices/behaviours (cultural, social, traditional or other) may explicitly or implicitly involve and/or manifest sale and sexual exploitation of children?

a) Child abuse and family settings. Intensive psychological torture forced many survivors to leave such homes early. Forms of abuse covered exhibited and narrated by the survivors included being beaten, verbal abuse, kicked, burned, and occasionally hit with objects.  We noticed there were un-precedented levels of parental separation, divorce, discord forcing children to separate and move to stay with relatives which the escalated economic hardship.  Children experienced instances of separation of parents, denial of food, insults, lack of money, shortage of basic things and abuse. These lead to stress, trust, anxiety and negative energy thus limiting positive outlook to life. Ggirls in SEC had experienced little or no emotional support leading to low self-esteem which generated negative energy, self-condemnation leading to negative behaviour, poor anger management and giving room to quick negative survival means including CSE. 
b) Negative Coping Strategies: Children need to be assisted to develop strategies that help them deal positively with their past riddled with distressing experiences. We also noticed that some homes for survivors did not provide positive coping strategies to help children have a positive outlook to life.
we noted that survivors kept changing boyfriends time and again   who pretended to care but just wanted sex from the girls. Girls also had to walk long distances as parents could not afford paying for boarding section. They faced a myriad of problems including threats of defilement hence inducing trauma. Other men demanded pay back for the money given to the girls. 

c)  Early sex involvement and Sexual abuse.  Most children in SEC had gotten into sexual exploitation at an early age. In some instances, in a deceptive manner consent but largely taken advantage of by men making empty promises to meet the girls’ basic needs as the economic situation in most of their homes were distressing.  

d) Abuse by Relatives (INCEST).  Relatives and kinsmen have also escalated the vice of sexual abuse. Un-precedent levels of multiple problems faced by girls in pursuit for support from deceptive predators like relatives and friends has escalated the problem. More worrying was defilement and other forms of sexual abuse which painfully was inflicted by people close to the children such as stepparents, relatives and teachers. This created a serious risk of increasing the trauma escalating interests in SEC and other depressive actions.  
e) Sexual Peer Influence.  Survivors SEC had early sexual involvement with peers commonly referred to as boyfriends whom they often dropped and jumped onto another sex partner to get money and other needs.  This paved way to getting multiple partners and the argument advanced by survivors was that they needed money to buy necessities.  One girl narrated,” I was too young to work yet I needed the money. I ended up having sex with boys in exchange for money.” The study participants confessed finding peer relationships very supportive whenever they faced challenges and provided options to try out. We noticed that this support was always done in the negative as many of their peers encouraged escaping from home and eventual recruitment into SEC.

f) Sexual exploitation and the community toxic environment. We noticed that there were several tendencies in the community that could trigger SEC. These included   encouraging of girls to watch pornography and inappropriate body touches by men.  The places where girls went to seek employment also paved way for further abuse and exploitation.

j)  Economic hardship/lack of basic necessities and Pressure to survive/fend self. Certain forms of employment such as working in bars, hawking food, restaurants, being a karaoke dancer can be so risky as to make girls candidates for sexual exploitation. Girls are pressurized by perpetrators, employers and inevitably yielded in dire need for money, shelter and other needs. 
j) Girls involved in SEC and others graduating into pimps. Even when peers are said to play a key role in sharing negative and positive experiences and improving the social and emotional well-being of their colleagues, the girls in this study revealed a section of peers who instead encouraged them to join SEC as a solution. We also noted that in some instances the young girls were mentored by adult commercial sex workers (pimps)and sometimes connected them to customers at a small fee and so grew up with the belief that this was a normal means of survival. In most cases, they too became sex workers as their mentors. 
k) Parents encouraging girls to get CSE.  In a point of distress and economic doldrums parents become desperate and regarded their children as a source of income to help reduce the pressure for survival. One girl narrated how such a situation arose and found herself hooked in SEC “It was one day when I got a serious accident as I moved to the market. I badly needed medical attention which my grandmother could not afford. One of the men in the bar where she usually drinks from volunteered to help with the hospital bills on condition that he sleeps with me after healing. Grandmother inevitably accepted and that marked the beginning of my journey into sexual exploitation.” 
How is gender and gender identity incorporated in existing legislative and policy frameworks on the eradication and prevention of the sale and sexual exploitation of children?
· The National Child policy (https://www.unicef.org/uganda/media/8166/file/Final-Uganda-National%20Child%20Policy-October-2020-lores.pdf)
· National Action Plan on child sexual abuse and exploitation (approval waiting for senior management of the Ministry of Gender Labour and Social Development)
a) Please provide information on relevant legislation or policy on the implementation of integrating gender dimension in the prevention and eradication of sale and sexual exploitation of children, online and offline.

· The Children Amendment Act, 2016 (Section 8A prohibits sexual exploitation of children. It defines children in prostitution and other unlawful practices and children in pornographic performances)

· Anti-Pornography Act, 2014 (https://jlos.go.ug/index.php/2011-08-15-07-20-50/legislation/anti-pornography-act-2014)
· Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Act, 2009 (https://www.mia.go.ug/sites/default/files/download/Prevention-Trafficking-Persons-Act-2009.compressed.pdf)
· National Information Technology Authority Act (https://www.nita.go.ug/publication/nita-u-act-act-no-4-2009)
· Uganda Communications Act, 2013 (https://chapterfouruganda.org/resources/acts-bills/uganda-communications-act-2013)
What are the existing gaps and challenges in incorporating the gender dimension in legislations, policies and practices?

· Lack of awareness of magnitude, problem and low interest among many actors.
· Less sharing by actors to increase knowledge.

· Lack of commitment and support to study and integrated.
· Many Actors including both Public and CSOs have not conducted a gender analysis of their programs and or interventions and as such have missed out the very important aspects of being gender transformative in their programming because that are not aware of their own gender gaps and policies
· Limited competence and skills among actors in regard to gender dimensions and being gender transformative 

· Lack of clear goals and rationale for gender- responsive child protection programming

· Limited documentation of case studies, tools and resources to guide policy makers and practioners in ensuring gender-sensitivity throughout the project management cycle and programming 

· Few resources are available for mainstreaming and incorporating gender dimensions in legislations, Policies and practices

Please provide contextual information on any existing good practices, policies or legislation tackling sale and sexual exploitation of children that include a gender dimension that considers different gender identities.

· Champions of Change Model by PLAN International - Involvement of men and boys - Failing to integrate men’s and boys’ perspectives can lead to backlash. Their participation is essential to break down negative gender stereotypes/norms and to reduce/eliminate gender-based violence.

· SASA Model - Use of traditional, cultural and religious structures

· Training key actors in the health, legal, psychosocial and justice sectors on gender-based violence prevention and response, with emphasis on ensuring that all actors are knowledgeable about the guiding principles of confidentiality, safety, respect and non-discrimination and the necessity of utilizing a survivor-centred approach.

· Focus on girl’s leadership and skills building - Developing girls’ leadership skills prepares them for future roles and also demonstrates to adults their potential and unique perspectives on issues – Girls Advocacy Alliance - UYDEL / TDH 2020

· Use of rights-based approaches to change social attitudes and behaviour

· A 2009 report by the International Labour Organization, however, raised specific concerns about the hidden nature of girls’ labour in the domestic sphere. (International Labour Organization, ‘Give Girls a Chance: Tackling child labour – A key to the future’, ILO, Geneva, 2009.) The different types of labour boys and girls engage in may be culturally specific and may expose boys and girls to different risks. Girls engaged in forced labour may face multiple disadvantages and threats; for example, girls who work as domestic servants are often exposed to regular sexual violence and abuse at the hands of their employers

· Reference   ECPAT 2014????
· UYDEL ECPAT ECO report 2019 (https://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ECPAT-Country-Overview-Report-Uganda-April-2019.pdf)

What institutional, regional and national legal frameworks are in place to integrate gender dimension in the prevention, prohibition and protection of children from all forms of sale, sexual abuse and exploitation?

East African TIP ACT…… https://www.eac.int/documents/category/acts-of-the-community
What forms and manifestations do gender dimensions take in the context of the eradication and prevention of the sale and sexual exploitation of children, boys in particular, including online, and which ones are the most prevalent. Please provide information about the causes and manifestations of gender dimension, and how it affects the eradication and prevention of sale and sexual exploitation of children.

· The preference of young girls over older women has escalated sexual abuse and exploitation because men look at these girls as objects of exploitation. Therefore, the messages being passed onto the community should ddemystify these myths and also engage men in the fight against sexual abuse and exploitation of girls.

· The private sector owners (hotel, bars, discotheques and lodges) believe that girls offer cheap labour, can easily be exploited through little pay or no pay since many are unemployed. The girls in these workplaces are usually deliberately forced to supplement their income by engaging in sexual exploitation with male clients. Therefore, girls are susceptible to sexual exploitation due to the need for survival.
· The community perceptions that all girls and young women working in any entertainment place (hotel, bars, discotheques and lodges) are available for sexual exploitation. This puts girls at risk of abuse by male clients since this is regarded as a social norm.

· The gender stereotypes which relate more to the patriarchal society where there is male dominance has led to males believing that girls are inferior and can easily be manipulated and exploited sexually. This is partly why cases of child prostitution, child sex tourism, child pornography, are existent in the communities. For example, boda boda cyclists have been variously reported to make unpleasant sexual touches to the girls which could also be as a result of perceived male dominance

· The social belief by the community that a girl who has been involved in prostitution is spoilt, has no self worth and has no right to protection has facilitated continuous sexual abuse to an extent that even people who would have protected them sexually abuse the girls

· The belief that girls are HIV/AIDS free and innocent usually leads men to take advantage of their vulnerability and sexually exploit them compared to older women.

Please indicate any specific measures aimed at reducing vulnerability of children to sale and sexual exploitation in a gender-and disability-responsive, as well as age-and child-sensitive manner.

· Generating reports to show incidence such as the UYDEL ECPAT ECO report 2019 (https://www.ecpat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ECPAT-Country-Overview-Report-Uganda-April-2019.pdf)
· UYDEL reports (www.uydel.org)
What measures and safeguards can be put in place to identify the protection needs of vulnerable children in order to prevent, prohibit and protect them from all forms of sale and sexual exploitation, including examples of child-friendly, independent, timely and effective reporting and complaints mechanisms made available without discrimination in child-friendly spaces at community, national, and regional level.

· Use of social media (WhatsApp and Facebook) to report and encourage people to report abuse and exploitation.
· Produce national reports and global report on actions and step like the USA trafficking report.

· Regular dialogue sessions and engagements with the communities on prevention of children from all forms of exploitation. 
· Whistle blower policies

Please indicate any other areas of concern and provide any additional information which is relevant in the context of gender dimension and eradication of sale and sexual exploitation of children.

· The issue of reprisal and revenge from abusers/exploiters/pimps tend to hold many people from taking actions.
· Private Sector Engagement in enhancing social responsibility in the context of gender dimension and eradication of sale and sexual exploitation of children – embracing the voluntourism code of conduct by ECPACT International

In what context do external environment factors exacerbate the prevalence and/or magnitude of sale and sexual exploitation of children. Do the vulnerabilities of the surrounding environment play a significant role in terms of rural/urban; war/conflict zones, different forms of migration, emergency contexts (e.g. natural & manmade disaster, climate change, COVID-19) and religious context.
· Children participate more in SEC in rural areas when their ceremonies and events (overnight musical shows, weddings and last funeral rites which bring in many people who sleep overnight.
· Corvid19 parents lost incomes and their enterprises collapsed. Many could not fend for the family’s girls were encouraged to go and get many to support them and the family.
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