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OVERVIEW

▸ 3 Challenges: 

▸ Access to information 

▸ Access to participation 

▸ Silos and fragmentation 

▸ Groups in focus particularly impacted 

▸ Consequences for human rights bodies’ effectiveness
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RELEVANT IJRC PROJECTS
▸ Series of reports on barriers to civil society 

engagement with human rights bodies 

▸ Declaration on Online Access to Human Rights 
Information 

▸ Advocacy support
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION : WHAT INFORMATION?
▸ The law (and soft law) 

▸ Treaties and other legal instruments 

▸ Declarations and principles 

▸ Intergovernmental bodies’ resolutions 

▸ Its application in specific cases 

▸ Judgments, decisions 

▸ Interim measures, allegation letters, urgent appeals 

▸ Its application to specific countries 

▸ Concluding observations 

▸ Country visit reports
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USER-CENTERED DESIGN
▸ Publication or disclosure that is: 

▸ Proactive, timely, comprehensive, consistent, digital 

▸ Access that is: 

▸ Guaranteed, public, free, equal, open, secure, private, 
anonymous, secure, permanent, transparent 

▸ Content that is: 

▸ Available in multiple formats, searchable, shareable, 
multi-lingual, accessible to persons with disabilities 

▸ Organization of information that is: 

▸ Interlinked, searchable, with metadata
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ACCESS TO PARTICIPATION
Factors to consider: 

▸ Scope and nature of possible participation 

▸ Selectivity and competition for slots 

▸ Notice and timing 

▸ Language requirements or limitations 

▸ Privacy and security 

▸ Risk of reprisals? 

▸ Risk of discrimination? 

▸ Resource requirements 

▸ Travel requirements and authorization 

▸ Consultative status or accreditation 

▸ Responsiveness of mechanisms
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SILOS & FRAGMENTATION
▸ Problems 

▸ Scope of authority limited to specific rights, groups, or forms of discrimination 

▸ Ignoring multiple discrimination and intersectionality = incomplete human rights 
protection 

▸ Focusing on “core” rights violations without regard to discrimination 

▸ Solutions 

▸ Recognize allegations of discrimination 

▸ Include recommendations and reparations that address systemic, historical, or structural 
discrimination and its consequences 

▸ Refer to the findings and doctrine of human rights bodies focused on discrimination
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AN EXAMPLE OF COOPERATION & HARMONIZATION
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IJRC RESOURCES


