BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON THE CANDIDATE OF ITALY FOR ELECTION TO THE COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA, 13 OCTOBER 2009
Name and first name: 

BRUNI, Alessio

Date and place of birth

26 June 1947, Florence, Italy
Working languages


English, French and Spanish ( Italian: mother tongue)
Current position or function:
Former United Nations Senior Officer, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Main professional activities:

1) From July 2006 to 30 June 2007, Chief ad interim of the Treaties and Human Rights Council Branch of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. As such, he supervised the Secretariat work relating to: (a) all the treaty bodies serviced by OHCHR and (b) the Human Rights Council;
2) From 2000 to 2007, Treaty Implementation Team Leader supervising the Secretariat works relating to four Treaty Bodies serviced by OHCHR, including the Human Rights Committee, and a Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights;

3) From 1987 to 2000, mainly responsible for the implementation and development of the treaty based mechanisms to prevent and combat torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment within the United Nations Human Rights Programme. As such, he acted as Secretary of (a) all the sessions of the Committee against Torture; (b) all the Meetings of the States Parties to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment c) the inquiries and relevant field missions decided by the Committee against Torture under Article 20 of the Convention; and (d) two sessions of the Working Group for the elaboration of the Optional Protocol to the Convention;
4) From 1975 to 1987, he acquired professional experience in numerous areas of the United Nations Human Rights Programme, including the servicing of the General Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights.

Educational background:

Advanced University Degree in Political Science (Summa cum Laude) with specialization in International Relations and International Law, University of Florence, 1973.
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:
1) In his capacity as Secretary of the Committee against Torture since its creation in 1987, he developed measures of interaction and cooperation between the Committee and (a) the relevant Special Rapporteurs of the Commission on Human Rights (later the Human Rights Council); (b) the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and (c) the United Nations Fund for the Victims of Torture;
2) In his capacity as Treaty Implementation Team Leader, he contributed to the development of an increased cooperation between treaty bodies, Special Rapporteurs of the Human Rights Council, non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions to harmonize their working methods and to improve the reporting system under the various treaties;
3) He served as Secretary of three sessions of the Meeting of Chairpersons of Human Rights Treaty Bodies and many sessions of United Nations bodies for the elaboration of human rights treaties.

List of most recent publications:

“The Functioning of the Committee against Torture” a contribution to a book on the United Nations Convention Against Torture, coordinated by Professor Walter Kälin of the University of Bern. 
