Annex III

Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies

Name and first name: RACU Ana 

Date and place of birth: 17 June 1979, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova

Working languages: English, Russian, French, Romanian (mother tongue)

Current position/function:

Member of the United Nations Committee Against Torture (2016-present)
National expert, Council of Europe Programme “Promoting a Human Rights compliant Criminal Justice system in the Republic of Moldova 
Main professional activities:

Examination of the initial and periodic reports to UNCAT prepared by the member states and preparing reviews and concluding observations on the implementation of the UN Convention Against Torture; examination of individual cases submitted to the UNCAT (2016-present); monitoring of places of detention and developing visit reports (European Committee for the Prevention of Torture, Council of Europe, 2011-2013); coordination of the Penitentiary Reform Program (NGO “Institute for Penal Reform”, Moldova, 2001-2006); supporting the implementation of the National Human Rights Actions Plan, coordination of the Human Rights Monitoring and Reporting component (UNDP Moldova, 2006-2008); managing the external relations of the Moldovan Prison Department and serving as a focal point for different Human Rights evaluation and monitoring missions within Moldovan prison system, including international projects on prison and criminal justice reform (UE, UNICEF, OSCE, UNAIDS, Pompidou Group, 2008-2011); delivery of training to the National Preventive Mechanism members, police and prison officers, medical doctors and forensic experts, lawyers, prosecutors, judges and probation officers in human rights and torture prevention (2006-present); drafting of assessment reports, studies and surveys in the field of prison reform, juveniles justice, alternatives of detention and criminal justice (2003-present).
Educational background:
Moldova State University: University degree in Law, 2001; Public Law, specialization in criminal law and procedure.  Diploma thesis: „Social response to criminality”
Specialized trainings: “Reporting to UN CAT”, UNHCHR Office, Chisinau, 2006
“Multilateral seminar on improving detention conditions and health care in prisons”, Council of Europe, 2011 
“Improving detention conditions and combating ill-treatment”, Council of Europe, Antalya, 2011
“Vulnerable groups in detention”, Penal Reform International, UN CAT, Geneva, 2018
Participation in over 50 national and international trainings, workshops and conferences in the field of torture prevention, human rights, criminal justice and penitentiary reform.
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:

UN CAT Rapporteur on reprisals, 2018-present; 
Country rapporteur on the implementation of UN Convention against torture for Mongolia, Finland, Armenia, Bulgaria, South Korea, Ireland, Belarus, Tajikistan, Bosnia§Herzegovina, Chile, Guatemala, 2016-2019;
Heading the first Working Group for initial and periodical reports on CAT and ICCPR implementation,  UNDP and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Moldova, 2006-2007;
Drafting the section on torture prevention, UPR Moldova (2011); 
Training of the representatives of the National Mechanism for Reporting and Follow-Up, Reporting to CAT, ICCPR and CRD, Belarus, 2018; 

Providing support and training to the National Preventive of Torture Mechanism and Ombudsman Institution (Moldova, 2015-2017); 
Drafting reports on Human Rights observance in the Republic of Moldova (Moldova, Ombudsman Institution, 2000-2001).
List of most recent publications in the field:

“Social reintegration of persons released from places of detention”, Monitoring and Evaluation Report, SIDA, Soros Foundation, 2009;
“Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices of Police”, study, Terre des hommes, Chisinau, 2014

“Violence and security in prisons”, study, Institute for Penal Reform, Chisinau, 2011

“Individualization of criminal punishment”, study, Council of Europe and EU Delegation, Chisinau 2015
“The human cost of detention, in particular in states affected by armed conflicts: the physical, psychological and societal consequences of deprivation of liberty”, article, Institute for Humanitarian Law, Italy, 2018 

