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Name and first name: Ms Ilvija PŪCE
Date and place of birth: October 28, 1971, Riga, Latvia

Working languages: Latvian (native), English (excellent), Russian (very good), French (reading), Danish (reading)
Current position/function: 
Member of the Council of Europe (CoE) Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) in respect of Latvia (since 2007): visiting and reporting on closed institutions in CoE Member States; Member of the CPT Standing Jurisprudence group since 2015; Head of the Working group on revising the standards of the CPT on juveniles in closed institutions (published in the 24th General Report on the CPT's Activities (2013-2014)).
Main professional activities: 
Legal Adviser at DIGNITY – Danish Institute against Torture (2014-2017): legal advice and training on international human rights law and practices relevant to the prohibition, reparation and prevention of torture; legal research; international human rights advocacy in co-operation with national and international partner organisations in particular in MENA region, East-Africa and West-Africa. Senior Lawyer at Latvian Centre for Human Rights (2001-2014): focus on non-discrimination and prevention of torture; legal analysis and research; trainings; advocacy; litigation; on-site monitoring of closed institutions. 
Member, the Standing Committee of the Sentence Enforcement Code, Ministry of Justice of Latvia (2012-present).
Member, the European Union Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights (2005 -2007), Senior expert from Latvia, the EU Fundamental Rights Agency Legal Experts Network (FRALEX) (2007-2009). 
Educational background: 

LL.M. in International and European Law, thesis "Ratification of the OPCAT and the creation of a National Preventive Mechanism against torture in Latvia”. 
Bachelor’s degree in law (5-years program), thesis “Occupation restrictions for persons with annulled or cancelled criminal record”.
International trainings, including courses at Institute for Human Rights Abo Akademi University, Turku, Finland, and European Law Academy, Trier, Germany.
Other main activities in the field of human rights relevant to the mandate of the Committee against Torture: 

20 years of work experience at national and international level in the areas of international human rights with a specific focus on prevention of torture and ill-treatment; in-depth knowledge of the international human rights law, international and regional human rights systems and practices.
Participation in fact-finding missions and preparation of reports related to fighting torture and ill-treatment in places of detention in many European countries, e.g. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic, Greece, Malta, Slovakia, Ukraine, etc.

Organization of seminars and providing training for National Preventive Mechanisms, NGOs and other stakeholders involved in torture prevention work in number of countries, e.g., Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Montenegro, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Turkey, Uzbekistan, etc. 
List of most recent publications in this field:

Participation in drafting the CPT reports and working papers (2007-2019)

"Prison Conditions in Latvia" (co-author) (European Prison Observatory, 2013)

“Monitoring mechanisms of selected EU Member States concerning forced expulsion of illegally staying third country nationals” (commissioned by Latvian Ombudsman’s Office, 2012)

