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Current position/function: (5 lines maximum)

I am an academic, and have been teaching at the Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies at Mahidol University in Thailand since 1996. I teach courses on human rights standards and mechanisms, human rights in international relations, and regional human rights systems, among others. I have done research as well as provided academic services to various organizations, including the UN treaty bodies and special procedures. 

Main professional activities: (10 lines maximum)

For many years, my research and advocacy have focused on issues of migrant workers, refugees and asylum seekers. In these contexts, serious human rights issues remain intractable, including harassment and extortion at the hands of local law enforcement officers, prolonged and indefinite detention in immigration detention centres and prisons, etc.  To prevent torture by promoting human rights education, I have served as the convener of the ASEAN University Network – Human Rights Education, aimed at inculcating a human rights culture in the region since 2009. From this experience, I have witnessed how international, regional and national legal frameworks have contributed to the alleviation of human rights concerns through evidence-based policy responses, advocacy, and the capacity of rights holders and duty bearers to undertake their commitments.
Educational background: (5 lines maximum)

In 1979, I earned a B.A. in political science from Thammasat University, Thailand. In 1987,  I received a D.E.A. in Comparative Politics and in 1992 a Ph.D. in Political Science at the University of Paris X-Nanterre in France (Très honorable). In 1997, I was granted a Diploma in Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Sweden; in 2017 an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Oslo for my contribution to human rights causes.

Other main activities in the field of human rights relevant to the mandate of the Committee against Torture: (10 lines maximum)

As an academic, I have been invited to speak at various forums, the latest one being the International Conference on Combatting Torture in ASEAN/Southeast Asia during 18-19 June 2021, at which I emphasized the state of torture in the region; efforts made by ASEAN and its members to combat torture; eliminating corporal punishment against children as well as addressing issues regarding death penalty. I have also co-edited human rights and peace articles in a Southeast Asia series which include articles pertaining to issues surrounding torture. I also conducted a research project on the right to life in Southeast Asia focusing on death penalty. Papers based on this research project are being edited for publication by Springer. I have also advocated a child’s right to be free from corporal punishment and the right to non-refoulement and legal identity of refugees and asylum seekers.
List of most recent publications in this field: (5 lines maximum)

Most recently is “Access to civil registration and vital statistics” by ACWC/ASEAN for hard-to-reach populations in ASEAN (2020). Others include “ASEAN Human Rights Mechanisms”, Gerd Oberteitner (ed.), (2018); “International Human Rights Institutions”, Springer; “ASEAN Human Rights Regime and Mainstreaming the Responsibility to Protect: Challenges and Prospects”, (2016/2019), Special issue, Global RtoP Journal, Vol.8, Brill/Nijhoff.
