STATEMENT BY HUMAN LIFE UGANDA
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Uganda, a pregnant woman is highly regarded and loved because she is carrying life, a life that is a 'continuum' for the community. This understanding is being confused by abortion lobbyists in our country Uganda who try to use millions of dollars to promote abortion in the name of Human rights. Induced abortion is the inexcusable taking of innocent human life. Human Life Uganda believes that it is a fundamental obligation of government and civil society and the United nation to protect all innocent human life and to take all legal steps to protect unborn human beings at every stage of their biological development. Medical research has indicated that a fetus is an autonomous person, and not just an extension of the mother. Looking at the stages of development of the child from conception, an eight-week-old fetus for example is already fully developed with all its major organs- it is obvious that it is a human person. Additionally, many people are compelled by the fact that a fetus can live outside of the womb much before their due dates, a reason for which these unborn children need to be protected by law, and with all the legal instruments in place so as to provide the necessary safeguards.
In all Uganda community settings, the question of abortion is not a question of debate, this is   not because people are not free to debate, but because life in our communities is precious, and new life that begins from the womb is celebrated by all. Such a debate/lobby to terminate life would be a terrible contradiction. Ugandans love life and welcome children joyfully contrary to the push for abortion by many powerful NGOs, in total disregard to our laws and customs. Abortion specifically degrades a woman’s dignity, and causes emotional - as well as physical torture leading to break down of the family union. A number of families have been breaking down as a result of the danger effects of abortion, a reality that is lamentable.
Since there has been some confusion created by some people about abortion and contraception, Human Life Uganda insists on a proper distinction between contraception and the abortion. By contraception is meant the use of a drug, procedure, technique or a device to prevent the union of ovum and sperm, or sometimes to prevent implantation, that is, to prevent conception. By abortion is meant anything done to cause the death or destruction of the ovum once it is fertilized. It is our view that the question of contraception presents a serious dilemma in our communities that many women who have been put on the methods without informed consent end up suffering from the danger effects, and a number of times leading to family disagreement and violence, including separations etc. Human Life Uganda decries the serious danger effects of contraceptives and the suffering of many women who are put on the contraceptive methods without informed consent; as well as strongly opposes abortion in all its forms. It is also worth noting that there has been overwhelming scientific evidence regarding the intrauterine device which acts as an abortifacient and not as a contraceptive, Human Life Uganda opposes the IUD as an abortifacient.
Looking at some of our regional and local legal regimes, the right to life is safeguarded.  Article 4 of the African Charter on Human and people’s rights provide for right to life. Our Ugandan legal framework under article 22 provide for right to life from conception. This further strengthened under section 141 and 142 and 143 of the Penal Code Act, CAP 120. Uganda Constitution Article 22(2) provides that ‘’ no person has the right to terminate the life of an unborn child except as may be authorized by law’’.
The Penal Code Act 120, sections 141, 142 and 143 provide as follows:

s.141. Any person who, with intent to procure the miscarriage of a woman whether she is or is not with child, unlawfully administers to her or causes her to take any poison or other noxious thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses any other means, commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for fourteen years.
s.142. Any woman who, being with child, with intent to procure her own miscarriage, unlawfully administers to herself any poison or other noxious thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses any other means, or permits any such things or means to be administered to or used on her, commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for seven years.
s.143. Any person who unlawfully supplies to or procures for any person any thing, knowing that it is intended to be unlawfully used to procure the miscarriage of a woman, whether she is or is not with child, commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for three years.
Despite all this legal safeguard, abortion providers always push their ways and undermined our laws and customs.  We state here clearly that abortion provision is NOT one of our needs in this country. The help we need is good roads, health care, clean water and good education system that reflects our status of growth. Human Life Uganda therefore opposes any attempts to change our pro-life laws. Legal abortion does not make abortion safe in any way.
We therefore urge the HRC to make all possible efforts to ensure that the lives of our little ones in the womb are nurtured and protected because we believe as well as medical science that life begins at conception; and that life is always welcome in Uganda – for we celebrate life as a gift! 
We rather consider adoption to be a life giving alternative to abortion and supports the concept of adoption and while advocating for strict legal framework for the improvement of adoption services, with close oversight by social agencies and government authorities.
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