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Background

1. The United Nations Association of the United States of America (UNA-USA), a program of the UN Foundation, is a membership organization dedicated to informing, inspiring, and mobilizing the American people to support the ideals and vital work of the United Nations. For 70 years, UNA-USA has worked to accomplish its mission through its national network of chapters, youth engagement, advocacy efforts, education programs, and public events. To compile this report, UNA-USA relied on the nationwide alliance of grassroots advocates it engages and endeavors to connect with the UN.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]To compile this input, UNA-USA identified prominent trends, observations, and recommendations that emerged from a June 8, 2015 workshop convened in Washington, DC.  The objective of the workshop was to constructively contribute to the Human Rights Committee’s General Comment on Article 6 of the ICCPR, focusing on LGBTI human rights. Workshop contributors represented a broad spectrum of civil society including students, young professionals, career professionals, community leaders, and other human rights advocates from across the U.S. and abroad.

Findings 

3. A May 2015 report of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) underscored challenges relevant to the right of life of LGBTI persons, including hate crimes and extrajudicial killings.  It also found that that violence targeted at LGBTI individuals can be especially brutal and occurs in all regions of the world.[endnoteRef:1] “Hundreds of people have been killed and thousands more injured in brutal, violent attacks,” the report found.[endnoteRef:2] [1:  “Discrimination and Violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity,” Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 2015. Page 8. Available: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session29/Documents/A_HRC_29_23_en.doc]  [2:  “Discrimination and Violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity,” Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 2015. Page 3. Available: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session29/Documents/A_HRC_29_23_en.doc] 


4. Bullying of LGBTI individuals contributes to a heightened risk of suicide.  In December 2011, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon identified homophobic bullying as a “grave violation of human rights.”[endnoteRef:3] “[Bullying] affects young people all the way through to adulthood, causing enormous and unnecessary suffering. Bullied children may become depressed and drop out of school. Some are even driven to suicide,” confirmed the Secretary General.[endnoteRef:4]  Discussing the impact of LGBTI bullying a 2012 UNESCO global study also underscored, “Learners who are subjected to homophobic bulling at school are more likely to think about harming themselves and more likely to commit suicide than young people overall.”[endnoteRef:5]  [3:  “Homophobic bullying represents grave violation of human rights-Ban.” UN News Centre. December 8, 2011. Available: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40671#.VXj9DBNViko.]  [4:  Ibid.]  [5:  “Education Sector Responses to Homophobic Bullying.” UNESCO. 2012.  Page 22. Available: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002164/216493e.pdf.] 


5. Discrimination and violence associated with sexual orientation and gender identity translate to disproportionately high rates of homelessness among LGBTI individuals.[endnoteRef:6] Such situations create environments that threaten both the livelihood and lives of LGBTI individuals. For example, homeless LGBTI youth face human rights violations ranging from violence motivated by homophobia and transphobia to lack of access to basic health services, among numerous others.[endnoteRef:7]  [6: “See: Laura E. Durso and Gary J. Gates, “Serving our Youth: Findings from a National Survey of Service Providers Working with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Youth who are Homeless or at Risk of Becoming Homeless.” Williams Institute. 2012. See; http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Durso-Gates-LGBT-Homeless-Youth-Survey-July-2012.pdf.]  [7:  Meredith Dank et al., “Surviving the Streets of New York: Experiences of LGBTQ Youth, YMSM, and YWSW Engaged in Survival Sex.” Urban Institute. February 2015. Page 1. Available: http://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/alfresco/publication-pdfs/2000119-Surviving-the-Streets-of-New-York.pdf.] 


6. At the national level, gaps persist in data gathering and analysis on threats to the right to life of LGBTI individuals.[endnoteRef:8] Reliable data collection and relevant disaggregation are essential to systematically tracking both violence and hate crimes targeting the LGBTI community. Robust data can also identify instances of “double discrimination” whereby an individual faces discrimination based on their sexual orientation or gender identity as well as another factor (e.g. race, gender). Finally, enhanced data collection at the national level can raise the accuracy of submissions to UN human rights mechanisms from governments. [8:  “Discrimination and Violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity,” Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 2015. Page 9. Available: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session29/Documents/A_HRC_29_23_en.doc] 


7. At the international level, gaps also persist in data gathering and analysis as the UN Human Rights Council lacks a systematic reporting mechanism, such as a special procedure, with a specific mandate on combatting LGBTI violence and discrimination.  Such a mechanism would enhance the Human Rights Committee’s efforts to ensure the realization of Article 6 for all, including LGBTI individuals. The May 2015 OHCHR report also recommended that the UN Human Rights Council keep itself “regularly informed” on violence and discrimination against LGBTI individuals.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  “Discrimination and Violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity,” Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 2015. Page 22. Available: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session29/Documents/A_HRC_29_23_en.doc] 
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