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Room XVI, Palais des Nations 
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Distinguished panelists,
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is an honour and privilege to open this half-day of general discussion on gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction and climate change. I would like to thank the United Nations Office on Disaster Risk Reduction, UN-Women and the Friedrich-Ebert Foundation for co-organising this event with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
This event comes at an opportune time when the international community has concluded three important frameworks that are critical to the subject of our present concern. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement following COP 21, all adopted in 2015, are historic milestones that underline the crucial importance of the subject-matter which we will discuss today. This triad of international frameworks concerning disaster risk reduction and climate change was no small feat that the United Nations with various stakeholders accomplished in 2015.   

Madame Chair,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Disasters and the debilitating impacts of climate change are costly for human development. In the last  20 years, disasters have cost the lives of over a million people, affecting more than 4 billion people, and cost the global economy at least 2 trillion US dollars. These disasters have devastated the livelihoods of people including by impacting on the economies of countries and eroding development gains. Unfortunately, disasters and the very negative impact of climate change disproportionately affect women and girls.  Women and men have different vulnerabilities in relation to the impact of disasters and climate change such as extreme weather events including droughts and flooding, and their consequent impact on food security, agricultural productivity, livelihood, water availability, sanitation, health and safety, among others. 
It is, however, now recognised that the disproportionate impact that climate change will have on women and girls, can be addressed through women’s empowerment and by achieving gender equality. It is hence indisputable that integration of gender perspectives in climate change and disaster risk reduction brings tremendous socio-economic, and climate resilient benefits. 
 
The General Recommendation that the Committee will soon embark on elaborating, will be important in anchoring the various mitigation and coping strategies of disaster risk reduction and climate change in the binding provisions of the Convention. The major task will remain with ensuring compliance with the standards set by the Convention including the triad of frameworks adopted in 2015 so that States parties can consistently apply a gender perspective in addressing disaster risk factors and in their coping and mitigation strategies.

I am confident that with the procedures at your disposal, particularly the State party reporting procedure, you will be able to work with States to ensure that accountability at the national level is ensured based on the standards that they have accepted for themselves and obtain data that can be used by other mechanisms.
Madame Chair,

Ladies and gentlemen,

I wish to conclude by saluting this initiative as you seek to address the gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction and climate change. Please be assured of our Office’s continued support for your work.

Thank you.
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