
APPENDIX 1

1.PHILIPPINES: Research conducted by the Centre for Trade Union and Human Rights (CTUHR), a non-government labor institution (where one RGS sister is a board member), documents how the extended monsoon rains and typhoons tend to worsen poverty, especially of women in urban poor communities, and make it harder for them to ever ‘recover.

2. Urban poor women and their family members not only bear a heavier burden when their homes and properties are damaged by massive inundation during typhoons or prolonged southwest monsoon rains, they also lose precious working days. This immediately translates to lower family income amid the calamities. 

3. The group did a research from February 2015 to April 2015 in urban poor communities along the Tullahan River in Metro Manila, covering parts of eight villages in the cities of Malabon, Valenzuela, Caloocan and Quezon City. The Tullahan River is a main waterway that frequently overflows and causes flooding in the communities near it during typhoons and monsoon rains.

4. In these areas, it is noted that livelihood and jobs are scarce. Although the said areas host a “factory hub of a wide range of light industries,” mostly owned by Filipinos or Filipino-Chinese, these employ mostly male workers.

5. But their conditions in these factories are “generally worse than the standard,” the researchers noted in their report.

6. The same observation about the worse working conditions in the area was exposed following the biggest factory fire casualty in Kentex Manufacturing Corp., a rubber slippers factory in Valenzuela. Fact-finding missions and inspections were separately held after the fire by non-government organisations and also by the Labor Department, revealing the prevalence of lowering of labor standards in these factories.
7. Regular workers are a rare breed as most employees are contractual with only three to five months work contracts. In these factories, it is commonplace that workers work for 12 hours daily, without a day off, without overtime pay, and often, also without social security benefits.

8. Most women in communities along Tullahan River are housewives with husbands working either as drivers of public transport vehicles, construction workers or factory workers. To help add to family income, some women in communities along Tullahan do laundry, or work as household help, or as home-based subcontracted piece-rate worker (for example, cutting edges of rubber slippers, making pillows, binding notebooks by sewing, among others).

9. Other women operate a small retail store or re-sell fish or vegetables at the local market. A few others are employed as street sweepers or factory workers, or raising pigs and chicken for their family’s consumption and added income. 

10. In all these jobs, urban poor women earn little, said CTUHR.

11. The piece-rate jobs, they found out, pay so little that the work finished for the whole day by a group of four family members, for example, may only pay a total of P200 ($4.42).

12. These women covered by the research expressed their wish that the available jobs for family members are not contractual, low paying jobs, which give them little to nothing to fall back on in times of flooding.

13. With regard to flooding, the residents said that this has grown much more frequent and much more serious even with just a few days of sustained rains, after Typhoon Ondoy.

14. As one of the woman residents in the village of Bagong Silangan observed, “When we arrived here in 1995, even if there was flood, it wouldn’t be that high and it takes a long time before it floods. But now, floodwater goes up easily.”

15. With the constant flooding during prolonged, heavy rains, the families in urban poor communities, whose breadwinners are in precarious jobs, see their income further reduced.

16. The CTUHR report noted also that the problem for those with precarious livelihood and employment is not just the reduced income immediately after the calamities, but also the bleak prospect offered by their situation. “It becomes almost impossible for families to recover from disasters,” said Daisy Arago, executive director of CTUHR.
No work no pay equals greater privation.

17. Every time it rains hard and long and flooding occurred, the urban poor communities almost always figured in news reports as they cry over their losses and damages to the little property they have.
A resident points to how high the floodwaters rise to the second floor of their home during southwest monsoon rains. (Photo courtesy of CTUHR)
A resident points to how high the floodwaters rise to the second floor of their home during southwest monsoon rains. (Photo courtesy of CTUHR)

18. “The low quality of these houses makes them very vulnerable to strong winds,” CTUHR said. It said some parts of the villages are located in low areas that are very near, even right beside Tullahan River.

19.“Properties which families worked hard for were taken by the flood,” the CTUHR reported. There were instances when the National Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council (NDRRMC) had no reports of damaged homes in these areas, like during last year’s typhoon Rammasun (Glenda). But some families told the CTUHR’s partner researchers that several homes were partially damaged at the time in their communities as strong winds pried away roofs and brought down some walls made from light materials.

20. To add to these problems, during the floods some factories were closed. Or, the women employed in factories find it difficult to pass through flooded roads on their way to work. They thus end up being absent or late for work. The women also temporarily stop whatever jobs they have to help clean their flooded homes, or mind the children while the husbands went to work. All these mean lesser or no income just when they need it most.

21. “As ‘no-work no pay’ policy applies to almost all workers in the research area, women workers take home less pay whenever disasters and flooding disable them from going to work or whenever the company sends them home when there are typhoons,” Siwa explained.

22. Those in irregular, informal work also lose incomes due to prolonged rains and typhoons.

23. Given the heavy prolonged rains during rainy season and extreme heat during summer season, both of which are attributed to climate change, the poor who have trouble getting decent-paying jobs are “perennially threatened,” Setting aside a little for essential appliances and furniture is already difficult for the low-earner. They said it is harder to replace what they lost after each calamity.

24. To quote a street sweeper who lives in Bagong Silangan, Quezon City, “We save a lot to be able to buy them and then they will just be destroyed by calamities. It is very difficult to invest on things (sic) that we save up on. For those who have regular jobs, they have 13th month pay so it is somehow easier for them to buy again, but for us [who live on informal jobs] we don’t have those bonuses, so when our things are lost or destroyed, we were unable to buy another.”

25. Recovery is more difficult for those whose family members died during calamities. Casualties are almost unavoidable consequences of disasters especially for poor families who cannot afford to build home structures that are more adaptive to flooding. 

26. Meanwhile, for those who had been forced to relocate away from the danger zone, they reported that in the relocation site, “Access to water is very limited. It is delivered only twice a week and it costs 40 pesos [$0.89] a container (approximately 40 gallons),” a woman called Linda told the researchers. She added that electricity is available only from 6 p.m. to 5 a.m. plus there are security issues. She cannot leave her [adopted] child alone there, because there have been reports that people from nearby areas barge inside the homes of the new residents.

27. KENYA: Just like any other country in the globe, Kenya is affected by the effects of climate change and from time to time we too get our share of natural disasters in the form of fires, floods and mud slides. Being aware of the effects of climate change, the Kenya Government enacted the Draft National Policy on Disaster Management of 2008 under whose auspices the National Disaster Operation Centre operates. 
28. The National Disaster Operation Centre has three main functions namely:
To coordinate and control disaster response efforts.
To act as the command centre for all communications and information relating to response operations
To liaise with line ministries on national response efforts.
29. In disasters women and children tend to suffer the most mostly. In rural areas, women are charged to look after the young children i.e. those who in the event of danger cannot run to save themselves. In the event of a mud slide which is so common in Murang’a during the rainy seasons, most of the victims happen to be women because they tend to look for the children at the first sign of danger. 
30. One of the most common disasters in Kenya is flooding especially during the long rains of March and April and the short rains of October to December. The floods lead to displacement of many people and in severe cases, results in some people losing their lives. When flooding occurs the woman is exposed because of first their tendency to make sure everyone even the husband and the domestic animals are safe before she herself moves to safety. Click on the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPe5xFNVTcQ  . 
31. Also when it floods, women are forced to walk long distances in search of food and clean water for the family, because in the rural areas, the next market centre may be several kilometers away. The men do help, but the burden always falls on women. 
32. Additionally there is the issue of children and access to education. When it floods, schools continue and it is up to the parents to ensure that their children make it to school. For people living in poverty who cannot afford to hire vehicles and motor cycles to take their children to school, it falls on the women to offer her back/shoulder as a medium of transport for the young children who cannot cross over flooded sections on their way to school.
33. Another common disaster in Kenya are the mud slides mostly in the hilly parts of the country like Murang’a and Meru in Central and Kisii in Western Kenya. The nature of mudslides is such that when they occur it is all happens within a very short time and little can be salvaged and the normal reaction of people are to rush to salvage their earthly possessions and in the process lose their lives. 
34. Fire disasters are more common in the slums of urban settlements. Slums like Mukuru in Nairobi, Mathari in Embu and Likoni in Mombasa are prone to fire disasters because of the closeness of the shacks and also the fire prone materials used to build the shacks, mostly timber and iron sheets. Our members interact with the slum dwellers on a daily basis. Women are engaged in informal work, like washing clothes, in the slums or move to the next neighbourhood. 
35. Clearing of forests happening currently at Meru Forest and parts of Kitale and the encroachment of water catchment areas as is common in urban areas of Kenya has led to rapid desertification and lack of enough water for the population. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]36. To lose water catchment areas means that water is becoming scarce for those without the means to buy it. And even when they can afford to buy it, the people, mostly the women, who go in search of it in slums, are forced to buy the same water at a higher price. This is because water in slums is controlled by water cartels who answer to no one.
37. The net effect of desertification is that soils are producing less and less food meaning that the people who work the land especially women have to work twice as hard to produce food.
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