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Excellencies

Distinguished colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen

     As Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of you on the occasion of this general discussion on gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction and climate change, and hereby officially open this consultation.    

The Committee is very pleased with the positive response to our invitation issued in January of this year to stakeholders to participate in this half-day general discussion and provide written submissions.  On behalf of the Committee, I would like to sincerely thank today’s participants and those who provided written submissions.  To date, we have received over 15 written submissions and other inputs.
I would like to thank Mr. Ibrahim Salama, Director of the Human Rights Treaties Division, OHCHR; Mr. Robert Glasser, Special Representative of the Secretary General, United Nations Office on Disaster Risk Reduction; and Mr. Hubert Schillinger, Director, Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation, Geneva Office, who will be making opening remarks.
I would also like to recognize and extend a very special welcome to our keynote speakers. 

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen
Article 21 of the Convention provides the legal basis for the elaboration of general recommendations by the Committee.  Such recommendations seek to provide detailed guidance to States parties on their obligations under the Convention and the steps that are required for compliance.  
The Committee has so far adopted 33 general recommendations, including recommendations on violence against women, harmful practices, access to justice, equality in marriage and family relations, women in public life, access to health care, temporary special measures, the rights of older women, women in conflict, and refugee, asylum-seeking and stateless women. 

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This consultation is the first step in the process of elaborating a general recommendation on gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction and climate change, and provides an opportunity for the Committee to receive both oral and written inputs to assist in the drafting of the general recommendation.    
I would like to emphasize that the Committee anticipates a series of consultations, in particular at the regional level. These additional consultations will, of course, depend on available resources and other factors.  
Interested stakeholders may also initiate consultations and may additionally assist in sponsoring such consultations.  
Following this stage, it is envisaged that the Committee will start drafting the general recommendation later in the year. 
I now give the floor to Mr. Ibrahim Salama, Director of Human Rights Treaties Division, OHCHR, to make an opening address.
I now give the floor to Mr. Robert Glasser, SRSG, UNISDR to make his remarks;

I now give the floor to Mr. Hubert Schillinger, Director, Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation, Geneva Office, to make his remarks.
[After the opening remarks]
Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like us to take a 5-minute break to allow conference services to re-arrange the sitting arrangement on the podium. 

[After the 5 minutes break]
I now give the floor to the moderator for today, Ms. Nahla Haidar, the Chair of the CEDAW Working Group on gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction and climate change.
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