Sharon McIvor – CANADA – Canadian Feminist Alliance for International Action (FAFIA) 
Statement for Part 2 – “Effective participation, consultation and consent of Indigenous women and girls in political and public life”

Refer to Written Submission of Canadian Feminist Alliance for International Action and Dr. Pamela Palmater, Chair in Indigenous Governance, Ryerson University  
My name is Sharon McIvor. I am a Thompson Indian and a member of the Lower Nicola Band. I am also the successful petitioner in McIvor v. Canada, a case that I have taken through Canada’s domestic courts and to the United Nations Human Rights Committee to challenge the sex discrimination in Canada’s Indian Act. 

Since 1876 in Canada the Indian Act has functioned as a tool of assimilation, treating them differently from their male counterparts with respect to status and transmission of status, and defining thousands of women and their descendants out of the pool of Indians and forcing them into the non-Indigenous population.  

Indian Act sex discrimination also denies thousands of First Nations women and their descendants’  - an estimated 670,000 of them - their equal right to effective participation in the political and public life of their nations and communities.

The Indian Act’s sexist and racist formulation of who is and who is not an Indian has targeted Indian women and their descendants for exclusion from their Nations. When they are not registered as an Indian that means that, in the majority of the 634 First Nations in Canada, they are also legally barred from being members of their Nations. As a result, First Nations women cannot participate in the governance of their Indigenous communities. 
They cannot vote in First Nation elections, nor can they let their names stand to be elected as Chief or Councillor. They cannot vote in referenda in their First Nation on important issues like land claim settlements or resource-sharing agreements, and are excluded from per capita payments, compensation or land distribution. 
Also, Canada is currently engaged in negotiations with hundreds of First Nations on a wide range of agreements. All the non-registered First Nations women and their descendants are excluded from exercising their political voice in these negotiations, or from any benefit.
We recommend that, in its General Comment, the CEDAW Committee ensures that Article 7 of the Convention which guarantees the right of women to participate in the public life of the country, will be read to include participation in the public life and political structures of their Indigenous nations, and all forms of decision-making of their communities.  
We also recommend that the General Comment ensure that women’s right to equal enjoyment of their Indigenous culture is understood to encompass equal participation in the institutions and governance of their nations. 
