Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
General discussion on rural women

7 October 2013 (10:00 - 13:00)
Conference room XVI, Palais des Nations, Geneva

Programme

Introduction

10:00

Welcoming remarks

· Ms. Nicole Ameline, Chairperson of the CEDAW Committee

10:10

Opening remarks

· Ms. Elisabeth Rasmusson, Assistant Executive Director for Partnerships and Governance of the World Food Programme (also representing FAO, IFAD and UN Women as co-organizers)

· Mr. Ibrahim Salama, Director, Human Rights Treaties Division, OHCHR
10:30 

Introduction of the General Recommendation on rural women

· Ms. Naela Gabr, Member of CEDAW, Chair of the CEDAW Working Group on rural women

Keynote speakers

10:40 
Ms. Emna Aouij, Vice-Chairperson of the UN Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice

10:50

Mr. Olivier de Schutter, Special Rapporteur on the right to food

11:00
Ms. Catarina de Albuquerque, Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation
11:10
Ms. Mayra Gomez, Co-Executive Director, The Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
11:20

Ms. Violet Shivutse, Groots, Kenya
Oral statements by stakeholders (States Parties, UN Agencies and NGOs) (3 minutes each)
11:30 – 12:30
STATE PARTIES

· Permanent Mission of Australia (Ms Lauren Stasinowsky)
· Permanent Mission of Spain (Mr Vicente Cacho)
· Permanent Mission of Cuba (Mr Juan Antonio Quintanilla)
· Permanent Mission of Brazil (H.E. Ambassador Maria Nazareth Farani Azevêdo)
· Permanent Mission of Venezuela (Ms Suzany González)

· Permanent Mission of Syria (Ms Khawla Yussef)
UN AGENCIES

· FAO (Ms  Susan Kaaria/ Ms Hajnalka Petrics)
· IFAD (Ms Maria Hartl)
· ILO (Ms Shauna Olney)
· UNAIDS (Helena Nygren-Krug)
NGOs

· Landesa (joint statement on behalf of 7 NGOs) (Ms Hien Tran)
· FIAN (joint statement on behalf of 14 NGOs) (Denisse Córdova)
· International Disability Alliance (IDA) (Ms Victoria Lee)
· Center for Reproductive Rights (CRR) (Ms Karine Thomasen)
· Soportimist International (Ms Sina Stiffler)
· CARE International (Ms Aisha Rahamatali)
· National Rural Women Congress PKKK Philippines (Ms Rebecca Miranda)
· Asociación Colectivo Mujeres al Derecho Colombia  (Ms Diana Barrios Marceles)
· Arundhati Bhattacharyya India 
· Centro de investigación y educación popular Colombia (Ms Dana Barón Romero)
Wrap up and closing remarks
12:45
Wrap-up by Ms. Naela Gabr, Member of CEDAW, Chair of the CEDAW Working Group on rural women
12:55 
Closing remarks by Ms. Nicole Ameline, Chairperson of the CEDAW Committee

