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I am KayThi Win from Myanmar and I am the Regional Coordinator of the Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers—APNSW. I want to draw attention to two things: 
· One: activities against trafficking in my region hurt women workers. 
· Two: sex workers in my region work together to fight bad work conditions and trafficking.
Asian sex workers do sex work, and migrate, to earn money. Many of us chose to do sex work, because of bad bosses, work conditions or pay in factory work or domestic work or other work. Some of us borrow money to migrate, or take care of our families, and some of us do sex work in bad conditions. But we are workers.
Activities to fight trafficking in my region and countries where we work do not distinguish between voluntary sex work and trafficking. These activities seek to rescue us from our work. Police break into our work places and beat us, rape us and kidnap our children in order to ‘save’ us.’ The government evicts us and our families to ‘save’ us[endnoteRef:1] [endnoteRef:2] [endnoteRef:3]. We are arrested, jailed away from friends and family, and deported to ‘save’ us[endnoteRef:4] [endnoteRef:5] [endnoteRef:6] [endnoteRef:7] [endnoteRef:8]. They take our money to ‘save’ us[endnoteRef:9]. In “rehabilitation centers,” we are forced to sew clothes or make jewelry for even less money than in the jobs we left to do sex work to ‘save’ us[endnoteRef:10] [endnoteRef:11]. [1:  APNSW. (2013). Report of the Eviction of Tangail Brothel. Retrieved from: https://apnswnew.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/the-eviction-of-tangail-brothel-by-apnsw_issuuconversion.pdf. ]  [2:  OPSI. (2018). Pekerja Seks dan Penutupan Lokalisasi Dolly dalam Media Massa. Retrieved from: www.opsi-network.org/pekerja-seks-dan-penutupan-lokalisasi-dolly-dalam-media-massa. ]  [3:  EMPOWER Foundation. (2011). Hit and Run: True Stories of Raids and Rescues. Retrieved from: http://www.empowerfoundation.org/sexy_file/Hit%20and%20Run%20%20RATSW%20Eng%20online.pdf.]  [4:  Ibid. ]  [5:  Sex Workers Project. (2009). The Use of Raids to Fight Trafficking in Persons. Retrieved from: http://sexworkersproject.org/downloads/swp-2009-raids-and-trafficking-report.pdf ]  [6:  Butterfly. (2018). How Anti-trafficking Investigations and Policies Harm Migrant Sex Workers. Retrieved from: https://www.butterflysw.org/publication.   ]  [7:  VAMP, SANGRAM, RIGHTS FOR CHANGE. (2018). RAIDED: How Anti-trafficking Strategies Increase Sex Workers’ Vulnerability to Exploitative Practices. Retrieved from: https://www.sangram.org/resources/Raided-Book.pdf. ]  [8:  Ahmed, A., & Seshu, M. (2012). “We Have the Right Not to be „Rescued‟…”: When anti-trafficking programmes undermine the health and well-being of sex workers‟. Anti-Trafficking Review, 1(103), 149-168. Retrieved from: http://antitraffickingreview.org/index.php/atrjournal/article/view/28 ]  [9:  Busza, J. (2004). Sex work and migration: The dangers of oversimplification: A case study of Vietnamese women in Cambodia. Health and Human Rights, 7(2), 231-249. Retrieved from: https://cdn2.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2013/07/130-Busza.pdf. ]  [10:  Moore. A. E. (2015) "From brothel to sweatshop? Questions on labour trafficking in Cambodia." Open Democracy. Retrieved from: https://www.opendemocracy.net/beyondslavery/anne-elizabeth-moore/from-brothel-to-sweatshop-questions-on-labour-trafficking-in-camb ]  [11:  See Footnote 3, 7.] 

These activities do not address exploitation or trafficking. They hurt women workers.
But sex workers in Asia work together to fight exploitation and trafficking[endnoteRef:12] [endnoteRef:13]. In India, VAMP uses sex worker committees to address exploitation and fight trafficking and underage sex work[endnoteRef:14]. In Thailand, sex workers started the Can Do Bar, a sex-worker-led bar based on ILO decent work standards[endnoteRef:15]. In Myanmar, AMA helps sex workers have secure money and manage and save, to give us economic power.[endnoteRef:16] And individual sex workers help others in bad work conditions leave and work independently. These are very few of many examples. [12:  NSWP. (2014). Sex Workers Demonstrate Economic and Social Empowerment. Retrieved from: https://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/SUSO%20Asia%20Pacific%20Report_Oct2014.pdf, p. ]  [13:  UNFPA, UNAIDS, APNSW. (2012). The HIV and Sex Work Collection: Innovative Responses in Asia and the Pacific. Retrieved from: https://apnswnew.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/20121212_hiv_sw.pdf. ]  [14:  GAATW. (2018). Sex Workers Organising for Change: Self-representation, community mobilisation, and working conditions, p. 124-249. Retrieved from: https://www.gaatw.org/publications/SWorganising/SWorganising-complete-web.pdf. ]  [15:  EMPOWER Foundation. (2016). Moving Toward Decent Sex Work. Retrieved from: https://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/Moving%20Toward%20Decent%20Work,%20EMPOWER%20-%20April%202016.pdf. ]  [16:  See footnote 12, pp 28-29. ] 

Like other workers, we sex workers gain economic power by organizing collectively and demanding our rights. This economic power gives us the power to leave exploitation; it gives us power to bargain with employers and to choose where we work, for whom we work, and what we do for work.
With this in mind, sex workers in Asia ask that laws and activities to fight traffic recognize sex work as work, and do not hurt us.
We ask that the committee support workers’ rights and worker organizing approach to fighting trafficking and exploitation. This includes support of worker-led programs. Including sex worker-led programs. It also includes a call to end laws that criminalize worker organizing and our work.
[bookmark: _ltxe23ftaodi][bookmark: _o3hq0mkp6ta6]Finally, we ask the committee to support rights for migrant workers, including migrant sex workers. This includes the right to report crimes without fear of deportation.
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