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Biographies of keynote speakers of the CEDAW half-day of general discussion on trafficking of women and girls in the context of global migration

· Ms. Dalia Leinarte, Chair of the CEDAW working group on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration
Dalia Leinarte is former Chair and Vice-Chair of the CEDAW Committee, and current Chair of the CEDAW working group on trafficking of women and girls in the context of global migration. She is professor at Vytautas Magnus University in Lithuania. Ms. Leinarte was Director of the Gender Studies Centre at Vilnius University for almost two decades, and started working on the issue of trafficking in the early 90s. She co-directed one of the first documentaries on trafficking in women and girls in Eastern Europe, entitled “The Girls”, in 1998. 
· Ms. Youla A. Haddadin, Advisor on Human Trafficking, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Ms. Haddadin, after practicing law in private practice, was appointed Deputy Director of the Arab Institute for Human rights, a Tunisia- based regional NGO in the 90s, and then became Director of the Palestinian Peace building program (People to People), a Norwegian funded peace building project.  The laws she drafted include legislation on violence against women. Since 2004, Ms. Haddadin has served in the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights as Deputy Representative in Palestine, Advisor on Sexual Violence in Conflict, and currently serves as the High Commissioner’s Senior Advisor on Human Trafficking.
· Ms. Kristina Touzenis, Head of the International Migration Law Unit of the IOM
Ms. Kristina Touzenis is Head of the International Migration Law Unit at the International Organization for Migration responsible for the activities related to international and regional law issues, from an advocacy and implementation perspective.  She has experience in working on cross cutting legal issues in the context of migration, and while her work has been focusing a lot on human rights issues she has worked extensively on subjects of transnational criminal law and IHL. She has worked closely with a number of international organizations as well as CSO and academia to further the protection of individuals particularly in the migration context.
· Ms. Beate Andrees, Chief of the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work Branch of the ILO
Ms Beate Andrees is the Chief of the ILO’s Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work Branch. The Branch promotes policy development, carries out research, and provides technical advisory services on child labour, forced labour, non-discrimination and freedom of association and collective bargaining. Previously, Ms Andrees acted as head of ILO Special Action Programme to Combat Forced Labour. She hence coordinated ILO’s efforts towards the adoption of a new Protocol and Recommendation on contemporary forms of forced labour in June 2014 and managed technical cooperation programmes in various countries.  She has published widely on issues related to fundamental labour rights, migration and human trafficking.
· Mr. John Brandolino, Director of the Division of Treaty Affairs of UNODC
Mr. John Brandolino joined United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in October 2015 as Director, Division for Treaty Affairs.  He previously served 15 years in a variety of management and senior advisor positions at the U.S. State Department's Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), most recently as Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary and Director for the Office of Anticrime Programs. In that capacity, Mr. Brandolino oversaw policy and technical assistance programs related to anti-corruption, anti-money laundering/counter-financing of terrorism, wildlife trafficking, transnational organized crime, cybercrime, and alien smuggling.  He has a long standing career in other related capacities.
· Ms. Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children
Dr. Maria Grazia Giammarinaro has been a Judge since 1991. In February 2019, she was appointed Adjunct Professor of Human Rights Law at the Irish Centre for Human Rights.  From March 2010 to February 2014 she was the Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. In this position she hosted the Alliance against Trafficking in Persons, a platform for consultation and cooperation including UN Agencies, International Organizations and NGOs.  From 2006 until 2009 in the European Commission she was responsible for combating human trafficking and sexual exploitation of children. She drafted the EU Directive on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims.  Prior to that as a Judge in the Criminal Court of Rome she dealt with a number of crimes including trafficking in persons.   In another capacity she drafted the Italian legislation on trafficking in human beings, judicial action against discrimination, and protection orders against domestic violence.  She has been Special Rapporteur since 2014.
· Ms. Henny Ngu, Policy Specialist for the UNDP Migration and Displacement Team
[bookmark: _GoBack]Henny Ngu is Policy Specialist on Livelihoods, Migration and Displacement in UNDP. She has served as Gender Policy Specialist advising Country Offices to ensure that gender is mainstreamed in UNDP’s projects and programme. Between 2011-2014, Ms. Ngu served as Assistant Country Director in China where she managed UNDP’s poverty reduction, equity and governance programme. Prior to working with UNDP, Henny served with UNHCR China and with IOM UK.  She has held a number of other posts working in Timor Leste, Indonesia and Sudan. 
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