

Summary of official meetings


Tuesday, 15 December 2009

Economic and Social Council


Resumed substantive session of 2009

47th meeting

Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters
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Elections postponed from previous sessions:



Committee for the United Nations Population Award


The Council elected Bangladesh and the Czech Republic, by acclamation, for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2010 and further postponed the election of two members from African States, one member from Asian States and one member from Western European and other States for the same term of office.




Programme Coordinating Board of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)



The Council elected China, by acclamation, for a three-year term beginning on
1 January 2010 and further postponed the election of one member from African States for the same term of office.




Governing Council of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat)


The Council elected Afghanistan, by acclamation, for a term beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2012.



The Council further postponed the election of four members from Western European and other States for a term beginning on the date of election, two members for a term expiring on 31 December 2011 and two members for a term expiring on 31 December 2012.




Casual vacancies:



Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights


The Council elected Mr. Aslan Khuseinovich Abashidze (Russian Federation), by acclamation, for a term beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December 2010 to replace Mr. Yuri Kolosov (Russian Federation), who had resigned his seat.




Organizational Committee of the Peacebuilding Commission


The Council elected Australia, Brazil and Egypt, by acclamation, for a term beginning on 1 January 2010 and expiring on 31 December 2010 to replace Luxembourg, El Salvador and Algeria, respectively, as their membership in the Economic and Social Council would expire on 31 December 2009.




Appointment:




Committee for Development Policy


The Council appointed Mr. Patrick Plane (France) to the Committee for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2010.



Coordination, programme and other questions: Long-term programme of support
for Haiti
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The Council resumed its consideration of the sub-item.




Introduction of and action on draft decision E/2009/L.45


The representative of Canada introduced the draft decision.



A statement was made by the representative of El Salvador.



A statement was also made by the observer for Haiti.



The Council adopted the draft decision.



The Council thus concluded its consideration of the sub-item.



Economic and environmental questions
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(i)
United Nations Forum on Forests



The Council resumed its consideration of the sub-item.




Action on draft decision contained in document E/2009/118-E/CN.18/SS/2009/2


The Council adopted the draft decision contained in the report.



The Council thus concluded its consideration of the sub-item.



(k)
Cartography



The Council resumed its consideration of the sub-item.




Introduction of and action on draft decision E/2009/L.46


The representative of Canada introduced the draft decision.



The Council adopted the draft decision.



The Council thus concluded its consideration of the sub-item.



Briefings on the outcome of the World Summit on Food Security and on the work of the Secretary-General’s High-level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis



The Council heard a briefing by Ms. Lila Ratsifandrihamanana, Director of the FAO Liaison Office in New York.



The Council also heard a briefing by Dr. David Nabarro, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Food Security and Nutrition.



Comments were made and questions were posed by the representatives of Barbados, Brazil and Japan, as well as by the observer for Nicaragua.



The panellists responded to comments made and questions posed by delegations.



Follow-up to Economic and Social Council decision 2009/258 pertaining to paragraph 56 of the outcome of the Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on Development



A statement was made by the President of the Council.



Statements were also made by the representatives of Sweden (on behalf of the European Union), the Sudan (on behalf of the Group of 77 and China), the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Brazil, the United States, Guatemala, Japan and the Netherlands, as well as by the observer for Mexico.



Conclusion of the work of the Council for 2009



The President of the Council made closing remarks.



The Council thus concluded its resumed substantive session of 2009.

