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Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Guidance on third-party interventions*
When examining individual communications under the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (the Optional Protocol), the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, or the Committee through its Working Group or a Rapporteur may, pursuant to article 8 of the Optional Protocol, accept relevant information and documentation submitted by third-parties when necessary for the proper determination of the case. Third-parties may also submit information and documentation on a particular communication at the request of the Committee, or the Committee through its Working Group or a Rapporteur. 

Individuals or entities seeking to submit interventions as a third-party shall observe the following requirements: 

1. The intervention shall be filed upon authorization of the Committee. A written request for authorization shall be submitted to the Committee, specifying the issue or issues to be addressed, the nature of the information or analysis to be submitted; and the reasons why the intervention is desirable  (maximum 1 page).  

2. If the Committee grants authorization it will indicate a deadline and word-limit of the submission; as well as the issues on which the intervention shall focus. The Committee may request the third-party not to disclose the identity of the author(s) and/or the victim(s) of the communication. The Committee may also request the third-party not to disclose the contents of the third-party’s submission while the communication is pending before the Committee. If these conditions are not complied with, the Committee may decide not to include the intervention in the case file. 

3. The Committee shall forward third-party submissions to the parties to the communication, who are entitled to submit written observations and comments in reply, within a fixed time-limit. 

4. If the Committee considers it appropriate, the third-party submissions and observations and comments of the parties of the communication related to them may be reflected in the body of the Committee’s decisions under the Optional Protocol.

5. Individuals or entities that are third-parties shall not be considered parties to the communication. 

6. Pursuant to article 6, paragraph 1 of the Optional Protocol, the Committee is unable to provide access to the case-file or documentation concerning the communication pending before it. Only the parties to a communication can disclose documentation related to it. 

7. Pursuant to article 6, paragraph 1 of the Optional Protocol, the Committee will not provide third-parties with the identity of the author(s) of a communication or facilitate them contact details of the author(s), without the latter’s prior consent. When a communication is submitted by two or more authors, the consent of all the authors will be required.  

8. Third-party submissions shall be submitted in writing in any of the Committee’s working languages, preferably in the language of the State party concerned, if it is also a working language of the Committee. They should be addressed to the Committee through any of the following contact details: 

Petitions and Inquiries Section

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

United Nations at Geneva

1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Fax: +41 22 917 90 22

Email: petitions@ohchr.org
__________________________
* Adopted by the Committee at its fifty-ninth session (19 September- 7 October 2016).
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