INFORMATION NOTE

Practical arrangements regarding the high-level segment

1. Timing: The Expanded Bureau will recommend to the Commission on Human Rights to hold a high-level segment (HLS) during the first week of the session. This year, the HLS will be organized on a trial basis. It will begin on Monday, 17 March 2003, at 3.00 p.m. and last three to four days depending on the number of speakers. Given the fact that concerned dignitaries may already have other commitments, it is realistic to expect that a number of them will address the plenary at a later stage. For those who will address the Commission during the HLS, the secretariat, in coordination with the Expanded Bureau, will inscribe them on a list of speakers in such a way as to avoid any gaps between speakers.
2. Location: One rationale for the HLS is to provide a higher level of protocol for dignitaries and, accordingly, the Salle des Assemblées will be the appropriate location for the meetings. Protocol issues for the HLS will be worked out in the weeks to come in close cooperation with the UNOG Chief of Protocol. To facilitate the proceedings, the Commission will hold its opening session in the morning of 17 March also in the Salle des Assemblées.
3. Definition: Dignitaries, to be determined by the respective State, are usually considered to be government representatives of ministerial or higher rank or heads of intergovernmental organizations. When speaking in the Salle des Assemblées, all dignitaries will address the Commission from the rostrum located on the podium.
4. List of speakers: Following the decision on the HLS taken by the Expanded Bureau on 5 February 2003, the secretariat is informing all permanent missions, intergovernmental organizations and specialized agencies about the expected format and duration of the HLS. This is based on the assumption that, since this was agreed upon by consensus by all regional groups, the plenary will also endorse it on 17 March. This information will also be placed on the OHCHR web site.
The list of speakers will be prepared by the secretariat taking into account the preferences registered by the concerned delegations. The sequence of the speakers will thus be based on the interests and availability of the dignitaries. As a matter of principle, the list should be drawn up in chronological order of receipt of requests.
5. Speaking-time limits: This will be discussed by the Expanded Bureau at a later stage in the light of the number of dignitaries inscribed on the list. At the outset, it would be considered preferable for dignitaries to speak for less than 15 minutes. For planning purposes, efforts should be made to inform the secretariat about attendance by dignitaries before 11 March 2003.
6. Rights of reply and points of order: Legally speaking, statements by dignitaries are part of the general debate of the Commission. The only difference is that dignitaries are not bound by the item(s) under consideration, or even by the agenda of the Commission. In practice, this means that guest speakers may address any human rights issue. Since their statements are part of the general debate, the same procedural rules apply, including the possibility for any State to disagree with the statement. The normal channels for such disagreement are (a) to express it in the course of the general debate as a regular statement, or (b) to exercise a right of reply at the end of the meeting. Rule 42 of the rules of procedure prohibits speaking on the substance of the matter in raising a point of order. Consequently, the Chairperson would not allow the use of points of order to express disagreement with or provide any argument in favour of or against questions of substance raised by dignitaries.
Following the usual practice of the Commission, rights of reply will be limited to two replies, of three minutes for the first and two minutes for the second, and all rights of reply will be exercised at the end of the meeting, at the end of the day, or at the end of the HLS.
7. Timetable: Since this will be the first time that the Commission on Human Rights will hold a HLS, it is not unlikely that some gaps may arise between the time slots allotted to dignitaries. Short gaps (of say, 15 minutes) will easily be absorbed. Should longer gaps arise, two options are contemplated:

(a) The proceedings could be suspended until the next speaker; or

(b) Since the HLS will be referred to in the report under agenda item 3, some statements could be made in connection with any uncompleted matter under that item.
8. Parallel activities: No parallel activities will be programmed during the HLS. 
9. Participation of dignitaries outside the HLS: In future, the participation of dignitaries outside the HLS will be exceptional. Certain measures (following the model of the standard ECOSOC practice, including addressing the Commission from the delegation seat, not the podium (with the exception of Heads of State and Government)), will be considered, so as to concentrate dignitaries´ interventions as much as possible during the segment. However, speaking-time limits and choice of subject should follow the same rule as for the HLS.
However, it needs be borne in mind that the HLS at CHR-59 will be considered as a pilot exercise and that a number of dignitaries may face difficulties in attending the HLS due to the lateness of the decision to hold such a segment. Accordingly, the number of dignitaries addressing the session outside the HLS could be relatively high. Given the circumstances, dignitaries attending the 59th session outside the HLS will nevertheless be given the possibility of addressing the Commission from the podium in room XVII, which will not be the case at future sessions of the Commission.
10. Scenario for the opening meeting on 17 March:
Salle des Assemblées:
Morning: Opening of the session, substantive statement by the Chairperson, substantive statement by the High Commissioner, adoption of the agenda, statement by the Chairperson of CHR-58 on agenda item 3; consideration and adoption of the timetable.
Afternoon: HLS.
CHR Unit

19 February 2003

� Based, inter alia, on paragraph 6 of document E/CN.4/2003/118 and on (approved) paragraph 20 and footnote 4 of document E/CN.4/2002/16.
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