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The number of people with disabilities in Bulgaria according to data of   National Social Security Institute for 2008 is 850 959 (according to the number of disability pensions paid).

Employment rate among economically active Bulgarians (without disabilities) is 69.3% and the share of people with disabilities who are employed is only 27.1%
 (data from National census, 2011)

Bulgaria is at the bottom of the statistics in comparison with other European countries in relation to education and employment of disabled persons, poverty and social exclusion. Bulgaria occupies the first place with highest share of disabled people who drop-out from education – 45% (data from Eurostat). The average share in EU is 22% average). Children and young people with disabilities, orphans and those with special needs who live in institutions are not included in the above-mentioned statistics. They are deprived from continuing education and are not included in the official statistics. Logical sequence is the low level of employment of people with disabilities – only 33% (in comparison of 45% average in the EU). 55% of them face economic hardships and poverty in Bulgaria.
 
The number of women with disabilities in Bulgaria is 260 000, of which only 28 000 have work
. They are more vulnerable to the risk of unemployment, poverty and social exclusion. More often than other groups they suffer from physical and psychological violence, maltreatment and abuse. Their relatives and family members have difficulties in everyday life because of the lack of specialised institutions and support centres. The mothers of disabled children cannot continue their professional career because they should take care of the child at home – this is not recognised work and the whole family becomes vulnerable to poverty and social exclusion. Caring for a child with disability in Bulgaria implies unpaid work and without seniority benefits. Social services for disabled and for the family are not developed enough and not accessible in the needed extent because of the lack of financial sustainability and universal access of the program “Social assistant” (criteria for the services are very rigorous and the places are not enough for all).  
Improving the access to education and to the right to work is the first step to social and professional realization of women with disabilities in Bulgaria. Providing opportunities for professional qualification is also of utmost importance. These goals can be achieved through investment in appropriate education technologies and materials for people with disabilities and also through improving the opportunities for mobility through ensuring accessible infrastructure and transport. Provision of information on the rights of those individuals is inseparable part of the efforts of public institutions. 
The State should stimulate employers to hire more women with disabilities.

Bulgarian education system is still dominated by segregated forms of teaching and learning. Despite considerable progress towards inclusion of disabled children in mainstream schools – the number of students with special educational needs in mainstream schools has grown by 10 times over the last five years – their share remains too low, at only 1,4% of the overall enrolment in primary and secondary schools
. A large proportion of disabled children are outside the system: children with extensive disabilities and complex needs, as well as those in residential care. Another large group is enrolled in special schools with or without boarding facilities that are excluded from the community. Latest policy documents of the Government sound promising, although there is as yet no indication of real action.
Many disabled children, particularly children with extensive disabilities and complex needs, are not registered in the education system at all. They usually stay at home, are in institutions or attend care centres, which are controlled by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy. Institutionalised children with mental disabilities also constitute a large group of those who are excluded from education; even not registered in the educational statistics of the country.
There is no independent research, monitoring or evaluation report publicly available that would indicate the process of inclusion in education through support for the needs of children with disabilities.

Personal assistance at school or at work is not available to Bulgarian children and adults. Several programmes provide monthly salaries for personal assistants to children without individual assessments, which usually go to the parents or relatives. One of the problems that RC staff share is a lack of assistance in school for children who need it, which either prevents them from enrolment or makes it very difficult to attend classes.

Bulgaria has a major problem with institutional warehousing of people with mental disabilities, including abandonment of children in institutions. The right to live in the community is denied due to lack of community support services and that successive governments have failed to implement de-institutionalisation plans.
 Placement in institutions results in severe restrictions of the rights of children to inclusive education, and the rights of all people with disabilities to live in the community, to have a family life and to participate in society. Ill-treatment, abuse and neglect continue in children’s institutions despite international attention. Bulgarian law does not respect the right to legal capacity, with people under guardianship being deprived access to justice and political participation.   

No data are collected and made public about violence  against  women and girls with disabilities in Bulgaria.  Respectively, no special services targeted at such women exist in this field. Some concrete cases of women and girls with disabilities which reached the courts or other domestic or international jurisdictions show that women and girls in this situation suffer severe violence and cannot benefit of adequate services. A recent example is the girl who suffered sexual abuse in the case S.V.P. v. Bulgaria under the OP CEDAW/ 2012/. As a result of the violence inflicted to her, the girl was diagnosed with a mental disease and was not provided with adequate services and compensation for the harm suffered. 

Another gap in research and policy is the whole field of the right to respect of private and family life of women and girls with disabilities and of their sexual and reproductive health and rights. 

Women and girls with disabilities, as vulnerable groups of women, are not ensured special mechanisms for their access to justice at national level, which was noted also in the Concluding Observations of the CED|AW Committee to Bulgaria from July, 2012.

In order to ensure effective access to justice of women and girls with disabilities at international level, we strongly recommend the ratification by the government of the Optional Protocol to the ICRPD.

Recommendations

1) Adoption and implementation of a strategy for fighting isolation of women with disabilities in Bulgaria, which should content concrete measures for raising public awareness and fighting with stereotypised image and for policies and services that will ensure full participation in the society of women with disabilities.

2) Provision of accessible services, access to education and training for girls and women with disabilities. 
3) Adequate financial support and social insurance for the mothers who are willing to take care of their disabled children 
4) National information campaigns on the opportunities for girls and women with disabilities as an effective measure for their social inclusion and for public awareness. 

� 55% of people with disabilities are women, available at Duma newspaper (12.01.2012),  http://www.duma.bg/node/25952


� ANED country report on equality of educational and training opportunities for young disabled people, author Kapka Panayotova (http://www.disability-europe.net/content/aned/media/Report%20on%20equality%20of%20educational%20and%20training%20opportunities%20for%20young%20disabled%20people%20-%20Germany.pdf)





� � HYPERLINK "http://parvanova.eu/blog.php?id=36" �http://parvanova.eu/blog.php?id=36�


�  ANED country report on equality of educational and training opportunities for young disabled people, author Kapka Panayotova (http://www.disability-europe.net/content/aned/media/Report%20on%20equality%20of%20educational%20and%20training%20opportunities%20for%20young%20disabled%20people%20-%20Germany.pdf)


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.mdac.info/en/bulgaria" �http://www.mdac.info/en/bulgaria� (Mental Disability Advocacy Center)








