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Council of Europe contribution to the CRPD Day of General Discussion on the right to education for persons with disabilities 
Geneva, 15 April 2015
The Council of Europe
 (CoE) Disability Action Plan 2006-2015, serving as the European tool for the implementation of the UN CRPD includes a key Action line No. 4 “Education”. It states that “Education is a basic factor in ensuring social inclusion and independence for all people, including those with disabilities” and sets a specific objective “To ensure that all persons, irrespective of the nature and degree of their impairment, have equal access to education”. 

The CRPD introduced legal obligations for States parties in this respect, resulting in certain legislative and political reforms. The practical improvements, however, are limited in scope and exclusion from education still widely persists. A number of teaching methodologies and techniques geared to accommodate people with different types of disabilities and of all ages have been developed, but more often by separate committed and enthusiastic actors, rather than in a centralized manner and their realization has a scattered character in place of a universally applied approach in the mainstream systems. The physical accessibility of educational facilities also remains a matter of concern in the CoE member states.

The European Committee of Social Rights of the Council of Europe – a monitoring body of the European Social Charter, considered several cases related to the right to education (i.e. No. 81/2012   Action européenne des handicapés (AEH) v. France, No. 41/2007, Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) v. Bulgaria), where it found a disproportional difference in the number of children with developmental disabilities receiving education, compared to the general numbers, constituting discrimination in ensuring access to this fundamental right.

The decisions of the European Committee induced the adoption by the Committee of Ministers of a Recommendation CM/Rec(2013)2 to member States on ensuring full inclusion of children and young persons with disabilities into society. According to the Recommendation, education, including vocational training and life-long learning, is a crucial precondition for general social inclusion and independence and it elaborates on the issue with a close link to the various stages and spheres of life. 

The Council of Europe is willing to contribute to the timely work of the CRPD Committee with regard to interpretation of the Article 24 of the Convention and preparation of the corresponding General Comment with its relevant instruments, including the decisions of the European Committee of Social Rights, the European Court of Human Rights and the adopted texts of the Committee of Ministers. 
� Political international organisation on democracy, rule of law and human rights, composed of 47 European States, including 28 States belonging to the EU.





