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GENERAL COMMENT ON ARTICLE 24
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

WRITTEN STATEMENT
The Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR) would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity to hand in this statement before the Committee’s day of general discussion on the right to education.

DIHR is a National Human Rights Institute with A-status and a mandate to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in Denmark since January 1th 2011.

SUMMARY

DIHR would like to point to three areas in which the institute finds it to be important that the Committee sustain the CRPD’s provision on the right to education. DIHR would like to draw the attention to the importance of measuring the implementation of the right to education by identifying indicators, the importance of the possibility of filing a complaint if ones need for support in relation to education is not met, and the importance of securing that inclusion is followed by adequate support and accommodation.

GOLD INDICATORS ON EDUCATION

DIHR and the Danish National Centre for Social Research are working together to identify a set of 10 gold statistical outcome indicators to measure the implementation of the CRPD in Denmark.

The gold indicators aim at creating consensus on main goals with implementation of the CRPD and a motivation for progress in achieving these goals. A well-chosen set of 10 indicators gives an overview of the overall level of enjoyment of human rights of persons with disabilities.

A Danish Steering Group has been set up in order to ensure consensus among the main stakeholders for the 10 gold indicators. The steering group consists of approximately 30 representatives of State authorities and disability organisations.

The right to education has been chosen to be among the 10 areas within which it is important to find an indicator. The gold indicator on the right to education has already been selected:

· Percentage (by selected age group) of persons who leave school early (and thus fall within the category "early school leavers")

In addition to the gold indicator, it has been decided to use the following sub-indicators: 

· Proportion (of year group) enrolled in special classes and special schools.

· Proportion (of year group) who take the primary school-leaving examination.

· Proportion (of selected age group) who complete a tertiary education.

DIHR is already in contact with Euro Stat on the project and DIHR will present the project at the side event during the 13th session of the Committee on March 27th 2015.
DIHR hopes that the Committee will find the project on gold indicators applicable in an international context, and that other National Human Rights Institutes around the world will replicate the gold indicators project and that an international set of gold indicators will emerge. 
Find more information about the gold indicators on www.humanrights.dk/disability 

THE RIGHT TO COMPLAIN

The CRPD emphasizes the importance of inclusion of children with disabilities in the general education system. It also stresses that children with disabilities receive adequate support and accommodation to facilitate their education within the general education system. 

In the concluding observations on the initial report of Denmark, the Committee expressed concerns that children in need of fewer than 9 hours of special education per week cannot submit a complaint to an independent authority regarding a lack of adequate educational support. (cf. Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Concluding observations on the initial report of Denmark, 2014, paragraph 54-55).

DIHR hopes that the Committee will emphasize the importance of providing children with disabilities the opportunity of submitting a complaint to an independent authority regarding the adequacy of their educational support.

IMPLEMENTATION OF INCLUSION

In accordance with the CRPD Denmark has a stated objective that a larger proportion of pupils should be included in the general education system. According to the Danish Government the goal is with regard to inclusion in primary school that the proportion of pupils in the general education system will increase to 96% in 2015.

It seems, however, uncertain how the objective is to be met. A vast amount of pupils is to be moved from special schools to the general education system within a relatively short period of years. 

DIHR is concerned that the implementation of the plan is not conducted in compliance with the requirement of the CRPD. DIHR finds there to be a lack of clarity regarding the extent to which children with disabilities can receive adequate support and accommodation as required by the CRPD and regarding the social inclusion of children with disabilities. 

DIHR hopes that the Committee will stress the importance of securing that children with disabilities receive adequate support and accommodation in the general education system. DIHR suggests that the Committee recommends that the States draw up action plans for the academic and the social inclusion of children with disabilities within the general education system.

Yours sincerely

Maria Ventegodt Liisberg

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR, EQUAL TREATMENT
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