Statement of Thailand to the Day of General Discussion 
on the Right of Persons with Disabilities
• Thailand welcomes this important discussion on the human rights of persons with disabilities, and its particular focus on the right to education.

• Thailand believes that education is a fundamental human right. All people, including persons with disabilities, must be entitled to education. All children, regardless of disability, should be able to enjoy their right to education that is free from discrimination.
• Inclusive education that respects for diversity is important. An education and learning system that mixes children and youth with disabilities together with other students can help eradicate misconceptions and bias that bring about discrimination and segregation.
• As for Thailand, the Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act of 2007 and its Amendment of 2013 entitle person with disabilities to access to education services. The Persons with Disabilities Education Act of 2008 ensures that children with disabilities are entitled to quality educationand with the rights to enrol in mainstream education.
• However, in practice, some schools are still unwilling to accept these students. In this regard, we would like to hear more from experts and other colleagues their views and good practices on how States could best ensure inclusion of persons with disabilities into the education system at all levels.​
• Thailand believes that education facilitates empowerment of persons with disabilities and helps in enhancing knowledge and skills necessary for them to live their lives with dignity in society and further contribute to the development of their communities and countries.
• Education should not be viewed as a stand-alone issue. We must ensure that after 
completion of education, these students with disabilities can enter labour market properly, and that there are good and dignified jobs for them, matching with their educational qualifications. Infrastructures and facilities to enable them to commute to and from work, buildings and offices with universal design, are equally important to education. Without these, persons with disabilities will not be able to enjoy their proper human rights.

