Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Draft General Comment No.7 on Articles 4.3 and 33.3 of the Convention on the participation with persons with disabilities in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention
Comments of the Government of the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

1. The UK Government thanks the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the opportunity to provide comments on draft General Comment No. 7 on Articles 4.3 and 33.3 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
2. In preparing this submission, the UK Government was mindful of the recommendations that the Committee made in its Concluding Observations of 29 August 2017 (CRPD/C/GBR/CO/1), following consideration of the UK’s first periodic report under the CRPD. 
3. The UK Government notes the Committee’s view in paragraph 28
 of the State’s role in funding civil society organisations that monitor the State implementation of the CRPD domestically.  The UK Government agrees with the importance of engaging civil society organisations in the periodic reporting process under the CRPD.  We respectfully observe, however, that State resources are not unlimited.  State budgets need to strike a balance between competing priorities each year, and State expenditure must ultimately be accountable to Parliament and to the taxpayer.  The Committee may therefore wish to consider qualifying its view on funding by, for example, adding the words “as appropriate” to (and deleting the words “non-conditional” from) the relevant paragraphs.
4. The UK Government notes the Committee’s view in paragraphs 61 and 75(a) regarding the repeal of laws on deprivation of liberty based on impairment, forced treatment and the use of restraints and seclusion.  We would like to draw the Committee’s attention to the ongoing independent review of the Mental Health Act 1983
 and to the UK Government’s response of 14 March 2018 to the Law Commission’s report on mental capacity and Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards,
 in which the UK Government indicated that the current system of Deprivation of Liberties Safeguards should be replaced. But the Committee may wish to consider that deprivation of liberty, subject to appropriate safeguards, is not incompatible with international human rights standards; accordingly, the words “subject to appropriate safeguards” should be added to (and the word “repeal” deleted from) the relevant paragraphs. 
5. The UK Government notes the Committee’s view in paragraph 75(d)
 on the establishment of a single civil society umbrella organisation.  Whilst this approach may present some benefits, the UK Government considers that a single national umbrella would reduce the rich diversity of organisations, interested in the CRPD, which currently operate domestically.  Accordingly, the Committee may wish to amend the beginning of paragraph 75(d) to read as follows: “To support the establishment of umbrella DPOs/OPDs, which coordinate and represent…”.
6. Finally, the Committee may wish to amend the title of the General Comment to read “…the participation of persons…”.
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� Also repeated in paragraphs: 11(h); 11(i); 38; 42; 43; 44; 45; 46; 47; 52; 59; 75(b); 75(h); 75(i); 75(p).


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-act-independent-review" �https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-act-independent-review�. 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2018-03-14/HCWS542/" �https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2018-03-14/HCWS542/�. 


� Also repeated in paragraph 41. 
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