CURRICULUM VITAE

PERSONAL INFORMATION:

Name:

            

BASHARU, Danlami Umaru

Date of Birth:  


18th June 1959

State of Origin: 

Taraba

Place of Birth:  

Bantaje 

Local Government Area:
Wukari 

Nationality: 


 Nigerian

Sex:



 Male

Marital Status: 


Married

Address: 


11, Johnson St., Onike, Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria.

P.O. Box 52056, Falomo, Ikoyi, Lagos, Nigeria.

Telephone: 


Mobile: +234-802-305-1705 +234-816-7642230
Email: 



duhkb@yahoo.com

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: 

Schools Attended:   

           Year of Attendance:        
Certificate obtained:
Primary:

Pacelli School for the Blind and Partially Sighted Children, 

Surulere, Lagos, Nigeria


Sept. 1963 – Dec. 1970 
First School Leaving Certificate                     

Secondary:
Kings College, Lagos, Nigeria  

Jan. 1971 - June 1975
Certificate Ordinary Level 

West African School Certificate (WASC)     

Higher School Certificate               
Sept. 1975 - June 1977
Advanced Level – West African School Certificate (WASC)

Universities:
University of Wales

Aberystwyth:                                      
Oct. 1978 - June 1981 
B.A. (Ed. /History, Hons.)

Durham University Business School: 
Sept. 1982 – Sept. 1983
MBA. 

Trinity College,

Cambridge University:   
           

Oct. 1984 - June 1986  
B.A., Law

Trinity College, Cambridge University:  
Oct. 1993 - June 1994  
LL.M.

M.A. (Hons.) Cambridge 

University       



March 1994

Nigerian Law School    


Sept. 1986 - July 1987            Call to Bar, Oct. 1987

WORK EXPERIENCE:

· Sept. – Dec. 1977:  Secretarial Clerk, Gongola State, Ministry of Education, Wukari Division

Duties: Prepared and typed letters for the Director and attended to visitors;

· Jan. - July 1978: Teaching at the Pacelli School for the Blind 

Duties: Taught primary 5 and 6 pupils and prepared primary 6 pupils for their School Leaving Certificate and Common entrance examinations, many of whom later got admission to some of the best secondary schools in the country;

· Sept. 1981 – Aug. 1982: National Youth Service Corps; Teaching at the Federal Advanced Teachers College (now Federal College of Education, Special), Oyo

Duties: Taught years 1, 2 and 3 elements of visual handicap education, including Braille, typing and mobility. The students were mainly sighted;

· Sept. 1981 – Aug. 1982: National Youth Service Corps – Oyo State Certificate of Excellence;

· May 1984 – Sept. 1996: Senior Producer at the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA)

Duties: script writing; produced first-ever national documentary on the Handicapped in Nigeria titled Challenge; assisted in the production of Kith and Kin, and Speak out;

· June - July 1987: Worked as an attaché at the law firm of G.O.K. Ajayi (Senior Advocate of Nigeria);

Duties: Prepared legal documents and accompanied lawyers to court;

· Mar. 1989 – Dec. 1990: Radio presenter on Radio Nigeria 2, Lagos.

Duties:  Preparing and presenting a programme titled Beyond the Barrier, an awareness programme for people with disabilities, and also attended to many persons with disabilities who visited the radio station;

· Oct. 1996 to date: Director, Anglo-Nigerian Welfare Association for the Blind (ANWAB).

Duties: Seeing to the running and management of the daily affairs of the Association’s Centre for the Blind in Lagos; providing educational texts to blind persons, especially students and workers; giving out information on the blind generally to parents, government and the general public; providing Independent Living skills training to the blind; providing aids for the blind and above all, raising funds for the running of the Association’s centre in Lagos.

AWARDS:

· Julie Coker award for best broadcaster of the year, 1990 – Radio Nigeria 2 FM;
· Fellow of Cambridge Commonwealth Trust; November, 1993;
· Award of Baraden Wukari, a traditional chieftaincy title,  by His Majesty, the Aku Uka of Wukari, Dr. Shekarau Angyu Kubvyon II, in November 2003;
· Merit award – THE PILLAR by National Union of Wukari Students, 29th December 2007;
· Award of Excellence and Service to Humanity: Nigerian Association of Special Education Teachers(NASET) , 2008;
· Recognition of Service to Humanity Award: as part of 10th Anniversary of Glowing Channels – a philanthropic organisation - December 2008;
· “Selfless, honest and valuable service … to persons with disabilities” by DISABLED PEOPLE RIGHTS PROTECTION AND BEGGARTS REFORM ORGANISATION, KANO STATE: 7th August 2010; 
· Excellence Award for professional breakthrough and philanthropy presented by Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ), Taraba State Council, 16th October 2010;
· Merit Award for Service in the Course of Disability presented by Garkuwan Nakasassu Foundation, Tuesday 11th January 2011 (Hajia Halima shekarau, Wife of the Executive Governor of Kano State, Nigeria);
· Certificate of Honour presented to Danlami Basharu as Honoured Member of the Legion of 
Eminent Personalities in Africa by PER ASPERA AD ASTRA on 12th February, 2011;
· Award of Excellence by National Park Service and Caring Climate Film Production: 10th November, 2013.
COURSES/CONFERENCES/INSTITUTIONS ATTENDED:
· Summer 1983:  Visit to the German Institute for the Blind in Marburg (then West Germany); -       sponsored by Dr. Ben Epega, a Nigerian philanthropist

· Summer 1985: Visit to various institutions of the blind in Norway, Sweden, Denmark and then West Germany – sponsored by Trinity College, Cambridge;

· Sept. 1988:  Conference of the International Council on English Literary Braille held in London sponsored by then British Caledonia airline (Nigeria) – conference dealt with the need to unify the Braille codes of North America and the United Kingdom;

· July 1991:  National Convention of the National federation of the Blind of USA, in New Orleans, Louisiana;
· Sept. 1994:  Visits to various institutions of the blind in Holland, Spain and France, sponsored by the Charlie Bayne Trust, Cambridge; 

· Dec. 1994:   Project work on River Blindness in Taraba State of Nigeria, sponsored by Trinity College, Cambridge University;

· Sept. 1995:  Conference of the International Council on English Braille held in Sevenoaks, England, sponsored by British Airways (Nigeria) – further deliberation on unifying the North American and United Kingdom Braille codes;

· Sept. 2001:  Member of the Harmonization Committee of Bills for legislation on the rights of persons with disabilities in Nigeria, chaired by Professor Wole Smith of the University of Lagos, under the auspices of the then Clement Nwankwo-led Constitutional Rights Project;

· Apr. 2002:  Conference on Braille in the age of digitization organized by various institutions of the blind in Copenhagen, Denmark, sponsored by Dr. Bode Olajumoke – a Nigerian politician and philanthropist; Paper presented: The state of Braille literacy in Nigeria;

· July 2003:  Attended SIGHT VILLAGE; an exhibition of modern computer equipment and other technology for the use of the blind at Birmingham, England, sponsored by the Anglo-Nigerian Welfare Association for the Blind (ANWAB) U.K.;

· Mar.-Apr. 2004: Attended the General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) as Secretary of the National Braille Council of Nigeria (NABRACON) in the company of the President and immediate past president of the Council, in Toronto, Canada; was a member of the Resolutions Committee; sponsored by Anglo-Nigerian Welfare Association for the Blind, U.K.;
· Feb.-July 2005: Represented persons with disabilities at the National Political Reform Conference in Nigeria, as National President of the Joint National Association of Persons with Disabilities, the umbrella body representing persons with disabilities in Nigeria;

· Feb. 2008: Travelled to the United States as part of an 11-man African contingent from ten African countries for a 3-week International Visitor Leadership Programme sponsored by the United States Department of State. The programme titled: “TRANSPARENCY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE”4 had four project goals in mind which was essentially intended to examine United States structures at federal, state and local government, examine the participatory nature of the system and more importantly, how citizens can access and become fully involved in the day-to-day running of government, including holding government accountable; 

· May 2008: Represented Nigeria, as part of the delegation to the Leonard Cheshire Disability Conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia looking at the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Poverty Reduction;

· November 2008 to February 2009: Member, Technical Committee of the House of Representatives Committee examining the bill on the rights of persons with disabilities in Nigeria;

· From 2004: As President of the Joint National Association of persons with Disabilities (JONAPWD), have been representing the association at several seminars, workshops and round table discussions on disability issues organized by international developmental partners of JONAPWD like Pact Nigeria, the International Republican Institute (IRI), the International federation for Electoral Systems (IFES), Action Aid Nigeria, Coalitions for Change (C4C), UNDP, the National Assembly and the Federal Government and also Civil Society Organizations like Electoral Reform Network (ERN) and Alliance for Credible Elections (ACE);

· 1st – 3rd September 2010: represented persons with disabilities as part of a Federal Government delegation to the Conference of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in New York, USA, the outcome of which was the ratification of the Convention and its Optional Protocol by Nigeria;

· July 2011: Presented a paper at the Fifth Africa Forum Conference in Accra, Ghana, entitled “MOBILITY – AN IMPORTANT TOOL FOR THE BLIND IN NIGERIA” – essentially examining the challenges that blind people have to go through in embarking on independent mobility in Nigeria;
· 12th to 14th September 2012: Represented Nigeria as delegate to the election of the Committee of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities; presented a paper at the DPI side event on “CHALLENGES OF IMPLEMENTING CRPD IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH”;
· 8th December, 2012: Represented Nigeria at the Genral Assembly of the WEST AFRICAN FEDERATION OF THE DISABLED (WAFOD) presided over by the chair person of DPI, Javed Abidi from India.

· 17-19 July 2013: Nigeria’s delegate to the Conference of States Parties of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) in New York, USA;

· 23rd September, 2013: Delegate of the Joint National Association of Persons with Disabilities to the UN High Level Meeting on Disability and Development; participated at the side event of DPI tagged: “VOICES OF YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH”;
· Jan. 2014: Contributed a paper on “EVIDENCE TO THE UK PARLIAMENT ON DISABILITY”.
SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT:

· Past President - Old Students Association of Pacelli School (OSAPS) 1986-88;

· Past President - National Braille Council of Nigeria (NABRACON) 1993-96;

· Member - Nigerian Advisory Council for the Blind (NNACB);

· Secretary - National Braille Council of Nigeria (NABRACON) 2001-2007 

· Member - Network Project for the Disabled;

· Vice-President - Association of Libraries for the Visually Impaired (ALVI);

· Acting Treasurer - Wukari Local Government Progressive Union, Lagos Branch

· Organized the first-ever awareness week for the people of Wukari coupled with environmental sanitation of the town;

· Member - Jukun Development Association (JDA), Lagos Branch;

· Founder and Director/Board of Trustees - Anglo-Nigerian Welfare Association for the Blind (ANWAB);
·  Member - Caretaker Committee, on the reorganization of Joint National Association of Persons with disabilities (December 2003- March 2004), sponsored by the Federal Ministry of Sports and Social Development, Abuja, Nigeria;

· National President – JOINT NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (JONAPWD) – July 2004 to 2012 ;

· Delegate representing persons with disabilities at the National Political Reform Conference, Abuja, February-July 2005;

· United States International Visitor Leadership Programme (IVLP) alumnus, 2008;
·  Member (Sub chair on Accessibility and Transportation, and ICT) Special Interest Group on Persons with Disabilities for Vision 20-2020 programme – July 2009;

· Head Coalition Secretariat (HCS) of Affirmation of Rights of Persons with Disabilities (ARPWD) – under Coalitions for change – a DFID sponsored programme, 2009 – 2012;

· Executive Member – Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria: Jan. 2010 – 2012.

· Member, board of trustees of THE ABIMBOLA FOUNDATION FOR INCLUSION, 2014.
HOBBIES AND INTERESTS:

· Reading and writing articles of social interest;

· Listening to radio and television, especially for current affairs;

· Swimming and other indoor games;

· Orienteering;

· Presenting papers on topical issues concerning the blind, in particular, and persons with disabilities, generally in Nigeria for such associations as the Anglo-Nigerian Welfare Association for the Blind (ANWAB), Nigeria Association of the Blind (NAB), National Braille Council of Nigeria (NABRACON), Association of Libraries for the Visually Impaired (ALVI), Nigerian National Advisory Council for the Blind (NNACB), and Joint National Association of Persons with Disabilities (JONAPWD) etc.

OBJECTIVES:

· Create a suitable environment for independent living for persons with disability and work towards alleviating and eventual eradication of poverty among the human race in general and persons with disabilities in particular;

· Create enlightenment programmes through the media that will bring about awareness and understanding of the difficulties faced by persons with disability, especially the blind;

· Work towards the passage of a national disability law in Nigeria for persons with disabilities;

· Help to find education and employment opportunities for persons with disabilities;
· Promote the setting up of organizations of persons with disabilities.

