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Dear Members of CRPD,

Dear Colleagues and Guests
Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to present an overview of the practice and jurisprudence of the CEDAW in regards of women with disability 
The CEDAW Convention mentions certain groups of women who may face a higher risk of being discriminated against. In the CEDAW language women with disabilities are named within a list of vulnerable categories, and this is the context where intersectionality is taken into heed. An intersectional approach implies that particular group of women not only face the higher risk of discrimination, it also acknowledges that discrimination against vulnerable groups of women, including women with disabilities, are often overlooked. It is also important to stress that in many cases vulnerable groups of women, including disabled women, are discriminated against in comparison with other groups of women.
More specifically women with disabilities have been addressed by the CEDAW Committee as early as 1991, when the Committee adopted General Recommendation 18 on women with disabilities: It recommends that States Parties provide information on disabled women in their periodic reports, and on measures taken to deal with their particular situation, including special measures to ensure that they have equal access to education and employment, health services and social security.
In its General Recommendation 24 on Women and health of 1999, the Committee also addressed women with disabilities. It stated that women with disabilities, of all ages, often have difficulty with physical access to health services. And women with mental disabilities are particularly vulnerable. It is stressed the needs of women with disabilities and are respectful of their human rights and dignity. 
This year the CEDAW Committee adopted General Recommendation 35 on gender-based violence, updating GR 19, with detailed guidance for States. The Recommendation applies also to girls and women with disabilities, referring to contexts such as family life, marriage, and sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Accordingly, disability is implicitly included in all articles of the Convention, since the Convention aims at protecting all women against all forms of discrimination, whether specifically named in the Convention or not. I will mention here at least 7 articles which are addressed in Recommendations for the Member states.
The Committee addresses structural issues, such as the national discriminatory laws and the need for data or access to free legal aid in regards of disabled women. For example, this year the Committee recommended that Micronesia ensure a gender perspective in national and state legislation and policies on disability. Romania was recommended to ensure the provision of free legal aid to women without sufficient means, including women with disabilities.
The Committee very often recommends State parties to take temporary special measures in regards of women with disability. In 2017, it recommended Rwanda to introduce gender parity system for the appointment and accelerated recruitment of women, especially in senior positions and in all sectors of the economy, with a special focus on women in particularly vulnerable situations, such as women with disabilities.
In regards of education this year the Committee recommended Estonia to take the measures, including capacity-building for education professionals, necessary to ensure that all girls with disabilities are able to have access to good-quality education on the same basis as other children.
Fighting poverty the Committee recommends that member states take measures to promote women’s access to loans and other forms of finance, including by improving their financial literacy. In 2017 it recommended to Micronesia to provide financial subsidies and social protection for single women heading households, women living in poverty, older women and women with disabilities.

Violence against women is a constant preoccupation and is addressed by the CEDAW Committee at multiple levels such as action plans and legislation, prosecution and punishment. This year Ukraine was recommended to provide adequate redress, assistance and protection to women girls with disabilities. It was also recommended to provide mandatory capacity-building programmes for Ukrainian judges, prosecutors, police officers and other law enforcement officials on the strict application of legislation criminalizing violence against women and on gender sensitive procedures to deal with women who are victims of violence, in particular women with disabilities
This year the Government of Montenegro has been warned that girls and women and girls with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to becoming victims of trafficking and forced prostitution.
Health issues are also extremely important in the work of the Committee. For instance, last year the CEDAW Committee recommended Argentina to develop and implement awareness-raising campaigns and capacity-building for health personnel to eliminate discrimination against women with disabilities in the provision of health-care services. 
CEDAW has a well developed approach to women’s reproductive rights and the rights of pregnant women that centers women as autonomous beings and legal subjects. The Committee considers systematically sexual and reproductive health and rights. In 2014 Belgium was recommended to ensure that in practice there is no any non-consensual sterilization of women with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities who have been deprived of their legal capacity or have limited legal capacity, and recommended that those women are provided with the support necessary to decide whether they wish to give their informed consent to sterilization.
Belarus is recommended to discontinue discrimination against women with disabilities in particular with their exercise of parental rights. This includes the abolish Belarusian laws which allows forcing a woman with disabilities to have an abortion upon the written consent of her legal guardian, and pressure on a woman with disabilities to place her child in State custody.
In summary, the Committee makes very clear in its Concluding Observations and Recommendations its concern that women with disabilities belong to groups of women especially exposed to various forms of discrimination, and that the State parties have a special responsibility.
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