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Introduction
The Armenian Child Protection Network (ACPN) thanks to the CRPD Committee for this opportunity to provide our opinion on the Draft General Comment on the right to inclusive education (Article 24 CRPD). The Armenian Child Protection Network is impressed by the in-depth study and analysis of the situation of inclusive education. We compliment the CRPD Committee for stating in the Draft General Comment very clearly that the commitments under Article 24 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities must be implemented with immediate effect. The Armenian Child Protection Network also welcomes the detailed background information on the significance of Article 24 CRPD, which clarifies for the readers that all measures designed to implement the CRPD must also take into account the concerns of children with disabilities.
Family members of children and adults with disabilities are not involved in processes of inclusive education in Armenia. Their participation is still insufficient and the furthest their involvement is reaching is to be partners in our education system.
This submission focuses on the importance of Family support in every aspect of the life of students with disabilities.
Although the draft General Comment (hereinafter GC) includes provisions about participation of family members of people with disabilities, nevertheless we consider proposing a more comprehensive mention of the meaningful participation of family members of children with disabilities throughout the text.
· Under Paragraph 12 of GC, f) Recognition of partnerships we suggest that the presence of parent and family support groups of people with disabilities in educational institutions and communities should be mentioned as a promotion of activities in communities. The involvement of specific parent support groups (e.g. parents of children with autism, Down syndrome etc.) can be efficient for self-support and mutual support, in order to secure children’s right to education and apply adequate methods and social-psychological approaches.
· Under Paragraph 12, g) Monitoring, it should be added that ”the importance and the need of participation of parent groups, organizations of parents of children with disabilities in all levels of inclusive education processes (including local, national and regional levels) should be stressed”. We highlight that the involvement of parent groups improves monitoring, transparency and accountability of the education system. 
· In Paragraph 27, an important aspect is mentioned by highlighting the opportunity of getting education close to living place. However, we consider that it should be added that “"it is advisable that siblings with and without disabilities have the opportunity to attend the same school, as experience shows that this helps for children with disabilities in overcoming difficulties and environmental barriers" 
· In Paragraph 32, in which the assessment of educational needs is discussed, we want to highlight the role of parents and family members of children with disabilities in the process (including initialization) of assessment of their educational needs. It should be added that “States Parties, must encourage cooperation between assessment centers and parents in order to ensure parents’ participation in exploring the educational needs of children, and in designing educational programs. Furthermore due to the credibility of parents they could be further involved in the realization, assessment and monitoring of educational goals”.
It is necessary to encourage the development of capacities of parents and family members to recognize children’s educational needs and to find out their values and strong points. In order to become reliable and valuable partners for specialists, family members must gain the necessary knowledge and improve their skills. Without those skills, the needs of children are assessed wrongly or not entirely. This is particularly true in case of complex disabilities, whereas the educational needs could often remain unrevealed. For example, according to our experiences in Armenia, children who have dyslexia and autism, the two educational needs are not fully assessed, so one condition becomes invisible.
· In Paragraph 63, we propose to add a provision about support of sustainability of education of people with disabilities. It can be added “In order to safeguard the development and education in all levels, it is essential for parents or family members to ensure connection between different educational levels, specialists and institutions”.
· In Paragraph 67, it should be added “it is also important to invest in the capacity building and training of parents of children with disabilities, so they can get involved in planning the education of their children in a meaningful way and understand the concept of equal opportunities”. 
In preschool and primary school level, parents often have regular, or even daily contact with their child’s teachers. However, parental and guardian involvement in school activities and communication with the school about the children’s performance, should not go too far to the extent where it limits the independence of the person with disabilities. In parallel to increasing the role of families and their involvement in the educational process, we consider that it is necessary to raise the awareness of families about independent living. 
The Armenian Child Protection Network hopes the Committee will find the comments made in this submission useful. We welcome any further opportunities to discuss them with the Committee. We are looking forward to reading and using the final version of the General Comment. 
Thank you for your attention to our recommendations, and best wishes for a productive session. 
Submission prepared by Zaruhi Batoyan.
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