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This response is based on research carried out in 2015 by Bridge of Hope, with support from Open Society Foundation Early Childhood Programme and the Enabling Education Network.
This response focuses specifically on the issue of transition. 
Learners with disabilities face specific challenges in accessing, participating in and completing education. Barriers very often are encountered when it is time for learners to move to the next grade or level of education. They may find that their new school/staff/peers are unprepared for them or that attitudes, practices and environments are not as inclusive as they were used to. Learners also often find that the supports and teaching methods that were put in place in one school are not transferred to the next school, causing delays to learning and stressful situations for learners, parents and teachers. This issue of inclusive transitions for learners with disabilities has not been addressed within the General Comment (GC) and yet our recent research – which informs this response – indicates it is a vital issue in many countries, not just Armenia. 

At various points (e.g. Paragraph 19), the GC mentions that learners with disabilities should be able to access free primary and secondary education (as also set out in Sustainable Development Goal 4), and mentions the importance of access to early education and life-long learning. Education stages like this do not happen in isolation from each other, and therefore we call on the Committee to ensure the GC acknowledges the challenges faced by learners when transitioning between grades/education levels, and encourages States to take clear and effective action to facilitate inclusive transitions.

Below are some suggestions for where in the GC the Committee could raise transition issues. We encourage the Committee to adopt one or more of these suggestions.
Paragraph 54

In calling for habilitation and rehabilitation services relevant to education, the GC could highlight the importance of ensuring that systems are in place for transferring information about a learner’s assessments, rehabilitation needs and the services currently being accessed. This is vital for ensuring continuity of support at the next level of education. Bridge of Hope’s research found that too often assessment and service information is not transferred with the learner, leading to assessments and service decisions needing to be re-started, causing interruptions to learning and often leading to drop-out.

Paragraph 63

When encouraging States to develop legislative frameworks for inclusive education, we suggest that the Committee asks States to ensure that the framework includes compulsory responsibilities for ensuring effective transmission of information about a learner’s progress and support needs/methods from one level to the next, otherwise efforts to support inclusion at one level of education are too easily undermined/lost during transition stages.
Paragraph 63(c)

Here the GC could mention not just that individual learners should have a guarantee of necessary support services at all levels, but that there should be a guarantee of continuity and communication about these supports between the relevant actors in the education different levels.

Paragraph 63(h)

The GC could stress the importance of ensuring the ‘consistent framework for identification, assessment and support’ is used and communicated about consistently across all levels of education as a way of ensuring inclusive transition.
Paragraph 63(k)
The GC could remind States that co-ordination/partnerships are vital for ensuring inclusive transition of learners between education grades/levels, and preventing drop-out.
Paragraph 67

Bridge of Hope’s research highlighted that even when there is effective early identification and intervention, gaps in the system often mean that the information and supports put in place do not move with the learner when they progress from pre-school to primary education. The early efforts are therefore wasted or not capitalized upon. The GC could highlight here the importance of ensuring effective information systems for capturing and sharing during transition stages the early assessment information about learners’ needs and supports provided.

Paragraph 73(d)

The GC could add to this paragraph the requirement for States to establish/use partnerships between education institutions for the vital purpose of transferring information about learners needs and supports provided, so as to facilitate inclusive transition between grades/levels. While the other aims for partnerships are also useful and valid, the need for education settings to talk to each other about learners who are leaving/joining their schools is arguably most urgent. Bridge of Hope’s research found that some pre-schools and schools have set up their own ad hoc mechanisms for linking with each other to discuss specific learners’ needs and to put in place preparatory activities to ensure a smooth transition to a new school. However, this is not formalised or compulsory and is currently dependent on the will and initiative of individual teachers/school management. Instead it needs to become a formal expectation within the education system.
Teacher education

In various paragraphs the GC discusses teacher education/training issues. We encourage the Committee to acknowledge the need for teachers to be trained in how to plan for and facilitate the inclusive transition of their learners with disabilities from one grade/level to the next. They need to learn how to prepare a learner with disabilities to leave their class/school, how to liaise with the next teacher/school/parents/specialist professionals, and how to prepare for learners with disabilities joining their class/school.
We call on the Committee to address transition issues for learners with disabilities within the GC. For further information about our research into inclusive transition, please see out report:

Bridge of Hope (2015) Education transition for children with disabilities in Armenia. Research report, available online at: www.bridgeofhope.am/en/library/surveys/item/download/79_344f879c5a872db9648e7b5bd3b77f28
1

