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Draft general comment on art. 24 UNCRPD
The charity ElectroSensitivity UK (ES-UK) welcomes the draft document on the need for children with disabilities. We are especially concerned that pupils allergic to, or intolerant of, electromagnetic radiation as from WiFi, tablets, laptops and mobile phones, should be given equal rights to a full education along with all children, through the use of wired internet access rather than WiFi radiation or mobile phone radiation.

In particular we should like the condition of this allergy to, or intolerance of, electromagnetic radiation, sometimes known as Electrosensitivity or Electromagnetic Hyper-Sensitivity (EHS), to be included specifically within the General Comment. Since it is still a comparatively rare and unknown condition but is becoming more common among school pupils, it would be helpful to have a short paragraph referring to it as an example of a condition recognised by the World Health Organisation as being ‘disabling’ even though it cannot be seen by others in the same way as for a pupil disabled by lack of mobility, sight or hearing.

Paragraph 5, point 2: It would be helpful to note that use of wired internet communication is not a deterioration in the education of other students, since they still have access to the internet.
Paragraph 5, point 3: Relevant data should include the ease with which wired internet access can be provided within a school, or WiFi switched off when not in use, or rooms without WiFi can be provided for whole classes.

Paragraph 5, point 4: The data noted in the point above would prevent a lack of awareness of some of the measures available to achieve the right to inclusive education.

Paragraph 11: It would be helpful to give as an example of segregation those schools currently using WiFi and thus forcing children with Electrosensitivity to be educated at home, rather than the school adopting policies of integration and inclusion.

Paragraph 12: (c) It would be helpful to include Electrosensitivity as an example of a condition of which teachers need to be aware if they are to be fully supported. This also applies to head teachers dealing with teachers who suffer from Electrosensitivity.

Paragraph 12: (e) It would be helpful to include Electrosensitivity as an example of a disability where everyone can feel safe and comfortable if the school switches to wired internet access, but not if it chooses WiFi and mobile phone radiation, for those pupils and staff who are allergic to this.

Paragraph 18: It would be helpful to include Electrosensitivity as an example where it is wrong to categorise a pupil with this intolerance or allergy as ineligible for access to the school where the school has previously chosen to adopt wireless internet access.

Paragraph 29: It would be helpful to include an example of a proportionate response as the provision of wired equipment and not wireless.

Paragraph 36: It would be helpful to include Electrosensitivity as an example of a disability which a number of teachers now suffer and which renders them unable to teach if the school does not make reasonable accommodations for their participation.

Paragraph 50: Because of the physical nature of Electrosensitivity and harm that electromagnetic radiation is now confirmed as causing, such as tumour promotion, melatonin reduction and oxidative stress, it is important to list people with Electrosensitivity, and others, as being particularly vulnerable to physical abuse where WiFi radiation and mobile phone radiation is present.

Paragraph 63: (d) It would be helpful to include Electrosensitivity as an example of where new schools can easily be built with wired internet access, thus providing an acceptable standard for accessibility. 

Paragraph 73: (c) It would be helpful to note that the resource teacher should be given additional training in dealing with pupils and staff with Electrosensitivity and the easy remedial actions which can be taken to give such people full access to the school environment. Since some studies suggest that 3.1-3.8% of the general population in European states is electrosensitive, most schools will have a significant number of pupils and some staff with Electrosensitivity. In comparison allergies like anaphylaxis from nuts now account for about 1.5% of the general school population; most schools in the UK now make specific provision for such pupils.

