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3rd Human Rights Council Intersessional Meeting for 
Dialogue and Cooperation on Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Theme: Building back better: Integrating human rights in sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic
14 January 2021, 3 to 5 pm, via Webex 
STATEMENT

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

As in many nations and economies, the COVID-19 pandemic sharpened the vulnerabilities of certain sectors and undercut the gains made in the SDG agenda in the Philippines. This underlines the government’s resolve to place the welfare of its poorest and most marginalized at the core of its response and recovery strategy.

Allow me to share some key features of this people-centered approach:
1. At the height of the pandemic response phase, the Philippines rolled out the biggest socio-economic intervention programs in its history, amounting to over 200 billion pesos. This encompass measures such as cash-based assistance to the poorest families and workers, wage subsidies for MSMEs, and targeted assistance for the most affected sectors, including smallholder farmers and fisherfolk, public transport workers, persons with disabilities (PWDs), indigenous communities, and refugees and stateless persons.
2. In the ongoing third phase of its national pandemic response, the focus is on risk management and the gradual re-opening of the economy, while preparing to roll out a mass vaccination program. Even as it shifts from response to recovery, we uphold that all Filipinos, regardless of socio-economic standing, have the right to a safe, secure and stable life.
3. The government spares no effort to secure sufficient stocks of COVID-19 vaccines, the distribution of which will prioritize the most vulnerable segments of its population. The whole-of-nation mobilization plan involves local government units and the private sector.
4. Efficient and effective public services were sustained during the pandemic and through the disasters that hit the country last year, including the functioning of judicial institutions. The Judiciary leveraged remote working platforms and digital tools to allow our courts to function in the face of restrictions on mobility. Among the achievements of innovations to serve humanitarian imperatives during the pandemic, was the release of more than 81,000 persons deprived of liberty (PDLs) from the country’s detention facilities between March to October 2020 alone. Half of these cases were addressed through proceedings conducted by video-conferencing.
5. The Philippines’ existing programs, in addition to emergency facilities, enabled it provide cash and non-cash assistance to its citizens overseas. The government’s repatriation program brought home more than 300,000 Filipinos whose livelihoods were affected in their host countries.
The Philippines wishes to underline the critical role of our migrant workers and seafarers in the global pandemic response and recovery efforts. The vulnerabilities should be addressed and their welfare and resilience promoted in our efforts moving forward. 

 

In conclusion, Mr. Chair, the setbacks dealt by the pandemic to our SDG gains must only strengthen our collective determination to pursue the SDG agenda. We must do so, in a wholistic manner, with thoughtful attention to the entire spectrum of social, economic, political and cultural rights and the human dignity of each person at the center of our endeavors.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.  END. 
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