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. [The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzerfand presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the Human Rights
Councill Advisory Committee and with reference to the Committee’s
questiognaire on the contribution of development to the enjoyment of all

human tfights dafed 28 August 2017, has the honour to transmit herewith the
reply byl the Chinese Government.

o

he Peﬂnanent_Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in

Switzerland avails itself of thig Opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the

Human Rights Council 'Advisory Committee the assurances of its highest
consideration, -

Office of the High Commissionar for Human Rights
GENEVA
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The Chinese Government's Reply to the Advisory
Committee of the Human 'Rights Council Questionaire titled
"Contribution of Development to the Enjoyment of all

Human Rights"

.. The Chinese government's understanding of development.

| Develobment is an eternal theme of human society, and the right to
developme'nt. is an inalienable human right.. It is the ideal pursuit of
human society to have equal opportunities for development, share the
achievements of development, giyé everyone adequate development

space and fully realize the right to develop.

The right to existence and the right to developmen."crare the primary gnd
basic human rights. Poverty is the biggest obstacle to the realization of
human rights. Without material production ahd supply, the 'realization of
all the other human rights will be very difficult. Development is not only
a nieaﬁ to eliminate poverty, but also. a condition for the realization of
other hurﬁaﬁ rights, and a process for humanf'be;ings.to realize our
potential. The right to development goes along through other human
rights. Other hﬁman rights créate conditions for the realization of the right

to development and human development. Realization of the economic,



cultural, social and etllvirenmentall rights, as well as civil aﬁd political
rights gives the protection te the right to development. Declaration on the _
Right to Development' pointed out that, “The right to _development is an
inalienable right by virtue of which every human p’erso.n and all peoples
are entitled to participete in, coﬁtrib’ute 'to, and enjoy economic, social,
cultural and 'politieal development, in vﬂlieh all human rights and

fundamental frecdoms can be fully realized. *

The subject ef the right to development is people. 'All.eountrie"s shlould
pursue the fzalue orientation of people's suprernaey, regarding people as
the fundamentel foree to pueh forward ci'evelopme_nt, and strive to achieve
development for the sake of people, rely on the people, and share with
people the fruits of development. AH eountries should make promotion of
people's Well-being and the comprehensive deVelopment of human beings
goal of development, felly mobilize the enthusiasm, initiative and
creatiyity of the people, so that people can become the main participants,

promoters and beneficiaries of development.

The right to development is the unity of individual and collective human
rights. Without ‘individual development, there shall be no collective
development. At the same -time, it is only with collective development

~ that it individual can be fully developed. The right to development is a



right for each individual, also a right shared by state, nation and people as
a whole. The right to personal development can only be maximized
united with the right to collective development. As Declaration on the
Right to .De_velopment pointed' out, equal oppOrtunity fof development is
a specific right held by the state and the individual of a country. Any state
and individual of a Courltry has tha right to participate in the developmenf

and enjoy equal development fruits.

The protection of the right to development must be sustainable.
Sustainable development is the proper meaning of the right to
development, reflecting the inter—generatibnal equity. Unéven, incongruity,
inéquality and extensive development ai"e_ all manifeétations of
unsustainable development. All countries should insist on sustainable
consumption, production andl scienfiﬁc manageinent of the earth's natural
resources and take a sustainable and resilient economic and social

development format to meet the needs of future generations.

The right to development should bé shared by the pec;ple of all countries.
Realizé,tion of the right to development is a rcsponsibility of all countrics
and a common obligation of the international community. Realization of
the right to deyelopmeht requires b(_)fh gbvemments to .formulate their |

own development strategies and development policies according to their



respective national conditions, and also requires joint efforts of the
international cd'mmunity. Interhétionally, we should adhere to the concépt ‘
of "joint development" wh'ichiis fair, open, comprehensive and innovativte,
focus on prbmoting inclusive development, and._create conditions for
people to share development rights. (lobal economic go?emance sh@uld
be based on equ.ality, to better reﬂeét the new réalitiés of the world
economy, enhance the emerging’market and the repfesentation and voice
of developing cbuntries and coﬁntries’ in the international economic_
- cooperation to ensure ‘e‘qual rights, equal bppbrtu_nities, equal rliles., the

realization of a sharing and win-win right to development.

2. How do your government think of the use of development plans and
plans for -all human rights, including promotion and realization of the

right to development? Please give an example.

- 2.1 Development plan is an important means and development policy to
the national governance andlmanagemen_t, prévide a gﬁiding framewéﬂc
for economic and social development in various fields, clear direction and.
focus for steps té achieve national development goals, to ensure the

continuity and sustainable developmerit. -

China attaches great importance to the formulation and implementaﬁon of

S



ldev'elopment Vplans, through constructive, pragmatic and efficient
developmeht strategy, planning ahd policy meaéures_ to ﬁromote the
overall development of politics, economy, society, culture, environment
and other areas of the country, promotion and protection of all human
rights including the right to developmgnt. The spe_ciﬁ(; examples are as

~ follows:

National develoﬁment strat-egy

The national development strafegy of China take continuously protect and
realize people's right to developrnen;: as the Basic value orientatiqn. It has
set up the "Three Steps", then the first half of the twenty-first century
"New Threé Step" 'development strategy for modernization cdnstructidn,
"A Well-off Sociéty" strategy and the "Two Centenary™ goal. And "human
rights are respected ahd guaranteed" be put forward as 'an important goal

of building a well-off society in an all-round way.

The nineteenth National Congress of the Communist Party bf China
proposed the target of the final victory of building a well-off society in_aﬁ
all-round way and open a new journey of building a comprehensive

socialist modernization country. China will reach that target in 2020, and



realize socialist modernization basically in 2035. To reach, in the middle
. of this century, a strong,'democratic, civilized, harmonious and beautiful

socialist modern state is expected.

~To -achieve these goals, China follows the development concept of
innovgtion, harmony, green, open, sharing, promotiﬁg coordinatibn of the
overall layout of "five in one" and "the four overall” stl*ate.gic“layout,
adhere to the devclopment of thought of taking people as the center,
conﬁnue to promote the all-round development, and effec_:ﬁvely protect

and promote all human rights, including the right to development. |
2.1.2. Overall development plan

Acgording to the construction of socialist modemii_ation and the
requirements of the_ national developnient- str-at'egfy, Chinese government
since 1953 has developed thirteen five ye.ars plan or planning for national
econoinic and social development, to make 'arrar.lge'ments for Vaﬁ‘ioﬁs
aspecfs of national economic, cultural .and social deve;lopmént. The five
year plans have established guiding ideology, _basic requirements and
targets, imp"lemen‘tation measures to the planned, p'rogressed,l steady
prémotion to all hur_rian Vrights,‘ including the right to development.

Chinese "13th Five-Year" plan adhere to the new development concept,




which requires everybody participate, everybody. make efforts and
everybody Sharé, andr stress on equ.a] opportunitiés to all, protection of
basic livelihood, and enhancing the well-being of people, aiming at
bringiné all people into an o.verall' Well~0ff society, provides a strong
policy framewofk tor the comprehensive prorhotion of all human rights,

including the right to development.
2.1.3 Country program for 2030 agenda of the sustainable development

China has integrated the sustainable development agenda into its medium
and long term national development strategy, formulated the "China's
implcinentation of the 2030 sustainable development agenda national
plan", cstablished the inter _ministerial joint conference mechaniém
composed of 43 government departments to comprehensively promote its
implementation and has achieved fruitful Tesults. China has also is.sued
the progress report on China's implementation of the 2030 sustainable
development | agenda, which  comprehensively Summarizes
implementation measﬂreé and progress, and prqvides useful references

for other countries to implement their sustainable development agendas.

2.1.4. National human rights action plan



Since 2009, Chinese has formulated and implemented three national
human rights action pian, continued to increase the protection of human
- rights, further improved tﬁe 1ex}el and quality of people's life. Economic,
social and cultural rights has been éomprehe'nsively. strengthened. Civil
and political rights are effectively protected. The whole society to respect -
and safeguard_ human rights awareness significantly enhanced. The
international human rights exghange and cooperation. has centinuously
profnoted. The causc of human rights with Chinese socialism
characteristics has stepped onto a new 1evei. Chin.a"s. hational human
rights action plan has put protection of the right to development the most '
important place, made efforts td solve the direct and -present problems
that people mostly concerned , , to- ensure that, on the basis of promoting
| ebonomic and social development, all members of the sobiety enjoy equal

participation and development rights.

In addition, the Chinese government has also set up speqial_ action plans
for economic and cultural, social and environmental aspects , related to
poverty alleviation, infernet, innovétion, technology, trade, regional
development, social security, education, heaith, environment, etc., which
effectively protect all | aspects of people's humﬁn rights. China also.
formulate and implemented development plans and outlines for protection

of legitimate rights of specific groups, such as ethnic minorities, women



and children, aged and disabled persons, etc..

As a responsible developing eountry, China has pushed the G-20 summits
in Hangzhou for the first time to put development issues at the cere
position of glebal macro policy frarﬁework. China has been successfully
held the "The Belt and Road International Cooperation Forum® and the
BRICs leaders meeting in Xiamen, and made .the development agenda in
a prominerit position. Under the framework of South-South cqoperation,
China has provided assistance, support and help to other developing
~ countries to feduce poverty, improve people's 1ive1ihood and protect the
people's right to survival and development, and built a broad platform for |
all parties to realize a sustainable development goal on a jointly concerns,
jointly efforts and jointly shafes basis. China prdmotes the Human Rights
Council to confirm .the great contribution of development to enjoying all
types of human rights through resolutions, end calls on all countries {o
fﬁllj/ promote sustainable development, especially to implement the 2030
sustainable development agenda 'and- pfomote the fuﬁ enjoyment' 'of

human rights.

2.2. Through scientific formulation and effective implementation of

development strategies and plans, China has achieved rapid and sound



economic and social development, and has effectively promoted and
protected all types of human rights including the right to developmeﬁt,‘
and has made remarkable achievements. More than- 1.3 billion Chinese
people have solved the problem of food and clothing. China is praised by
the United Nations as "one of the .faStest develoi:)ing countries in the past
30 yeafs". China has achieved 800 million people out of poverty and is
called- the most experiénced country inr the world to eiiminate poverty. |
Over the past 5 years, Chinese total _ecbnomy ranked second in the world,
GDP-increased to 80 trillion yuan from 54 trillion yﬁan-. Its contribution
to world economic growth rate exceeds 30%, a number of major
economic indicators among the highest ih the world. NeW j.obs are created
~each year more than 13 million. In average, more than 13 million
people are lifted from povertyeach year. 9 years of compulsory education
.18 fully populanzed through out the country 8001a1 security system -‘
covers all people. 260 mﬁhon the aged people, about 85 million dlsabled
: _people and about 60 million urban and rural low insurance people have
got bas1c guarantee. Chma has made great strldes in bulldmg democracy
and rule of law. The rule of law over the state, the government and
society have been promoted. The profection of human rights in the.
judicial field has made significant progress, and the democratic rights and

freedoms enjoyed by the people are more extensive.



3. What are the challenges-and obstacles to the promotion of all human
rights, including the right to development, in your government, as a result

of the lack of development?

Poverty is fhe bigg'est obstacle to the realization of human rights. |
Development is not only a means to eliminate poverty, but .al.so creates
basic conditions for the real_izatidn of all human rights. The international
| financial crisis, which broke out in 2008, has brought gfeat damage to the
cause of global development, a;id also added challenges for the peqple of
all cquntries to pursue a better life and maintain the right to development.
All parties should | follow the UN's Declaration on the Right to
Developmeﬁt, adhere to the "development agenda" and carry out the 2030
Agenda, pr‘omote the coordinated develéi)ment of economy, socicty and
environment, and ensure the dignity of life for all. All countries have the
right to particiﬁate in the process of development equally, and the people
of all countries havé the right to share the results of development fairly.
~ The international corﬁmunity should establish awaréness of building a
“ ‘community of sﬁared future for humdn beings, make efforts to solve the
imbalance between the north and south, adhere to the main channel of the
international cooperation, to increase efforts to help developing countries,
give priority to help deirelopi'ng countries to eliminate hunger and poverty,

realize the right to survival and development, "don't let any person fall



behind".

As a deye’loping country, China‘-s development task is lStilI heavy.
Pursuing 'moré equal participation and more equétl development and fﬁlly
realizing all human righté including the right to development still need
long-term and unreﬁlitting efforts. On the next stage, Chinese will
continue to follow the innl_o\fation, harmony, green, open and sharing
development concept, promote the coordination of fhe overall layout of
© "five in ohé" and "the four overall® strategic layout, promote the overall
development in ali arcas of construction, make efforts to build a Well-off

society, and further build a strong modern socialist country.



