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1. I would like to thank the members of the Advisory Committee for providing OHCHR this opportunity to present a brief summary of its preliminary report on attacks and discrimination against persons with albinism. 
2. The report was presented to the Human Rights Council during its last session (September 2013) pursuant to its resolution 23/13 of June 2013 and provides an overview of the most serious human rights violations faced by persons with albinism, primarily focusing on the ritual killings and attacks to which they are subjected in some countries. It also highlights the multiple forms of discrimination, stigma and social exclusion faced by persons with albinism, which occur across the globe.
3. Persons with albinism suffer from extensive discrimination, stigma and social exclusion. Families frequently neglect the education of children with albinism, considering it is a waste of resources. Those who attend school often face bullying from classmates. In some cases, significant vision impairment forces them to drop out of school. As a result, many persons with albinism have low education levels and do not have the social or economic tools to live productive lives. This marginalization can be a contributing factor to a shorter life expectancy than for other members of a same society. For example, many people with albinism cannot afford simple, basic remedies, such as sun cream, that would protect them from the increased risk of skin cancer caused by the lack of pigmentation in their skin.  

4. Added to this marginalisation and discrimination, persons with albinism are targets of violent killings and attacks because of who they are. Between 2000 and 2013, OHCHR received reports of more than 200 cases of attacks against persons with albinism in 15 countries. It is expected that the actual numbers are much higher, as many attacks and killings are not documented or reported, often due to the marginalisation of people with albinism, as well as the secret nature of witchcraft-related rituals. 

5. Wherever such violence occurs, and whatever form it takes, it is almost always rooted in stigma and superstition. Some believe that children with albinism are a potential source of misfortune or proof that wives have been unfaithful. This frequently leads to the abandonment of children and, more sporadically, infanticide. Others believe that the body parts of persons with albinism possess magical forces which can bring wealth and power through potions produced by witchdoctors. The circumstances under which such attacks reportedly occur are horrific and severely traumatize survivors as well as their families. The following example provide an idea of the nature of these attacks:

6. On 31 January 2013, a 7-year-old boy with albinism was attacked while he was asleep. The attackers slashed his forehead, right arm, left shoulder and chopped off his left arm above the elbow, using machetes. The child did not survive the attack. His grandfather, a 95-year-old man, was killed while trying to protect his grandson. The child’s father and grandmother were also attacked and survived with serious injuries.

7. These attacks are also often linked to the trade in human organs and, in some cases, to trafficking in persons and the sale of children. 

8. The report also expresses concern about the impunity associated with attacks against persons with albinism, and refers to the various difficulties they face in having their cases brought to justice. The information available to OHCHR indicates that access by persons with albinism to justice, remedies and redress is extremely limited. Without effective and affordable access to justice, they are denied the possibility of claiming their rights and contesting the abuses or human rights violations to which they are exposed.

9. The report provide examples of preventive measures taken by those States where the highest numbers of attacks on and killings of persons with albinism have been reported. These measures include the public condemnation of attacks and killings; the appointment of a person with albinism as Member of Parliament or Cabinet; the banning of witchdoctor licences, and public awareness-raising campaigns.

10. In the report, OHCHR expresses its grave concern at the multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination persons with albinism face, particularly children and women. Persons with albinism have difficulties getting the health care they require and accessing education, employment, legal protection and redress. This situation is compounded by deeply entrenched societal prejudices against and stereotypes of persons with albinism. All these forms of discrimination are interrelated. The right to education of persons with albinism, for instance, is adversely affected due to the vision impairment they suffer. A poor education, in turn, affects the right to an adequate standard of living, consigning many persons with albinism to poverty.

11. States should adopt specific measures to protect and preserve the rights to life and security of persons with albinism, and their right not to be subject to torture and ill-treatment. Perpetrators of such crimes must be brought to justice and access to legal counsel and appropriate remedies must be provided to victims and family members. The fight against impunity for such crimes must also aim at combating the stigma attached to persons with albinism, through education and awareness-raising.  States must also adopt firm measures and policies to address the multiple forms of discrimination affecting persons with albinism, among other things by ensuring they have adequate access to health care, social services, education and employment.

12. OHCHR stands ready to continue supporting the work of the Advisory Committee on persons with albinism. I wish you well in your deliberation on this pressing human rights issue.
___________________
