12 August 2014

Oral statement from Transparency International to the Advisory Committee on the final
"report onthe negatlve impact of corrupt|on on the en}oyment of human nghts (pursuant
to Council resolutron 23/9) o '

Dear Advrsory Commrttee members,

My name is Maggre I\/Iurphy and | am the Senior Coordrnator for Global Advocacy and Polrcy
. at Transparency lnternatlonal the global coalition agamst corruptlon It is a pnvrlege to be -
- here to contribute to your |mportant recommendatrons to the Human Rrghts Council.

Transparency Internatronal welcomed your interim report to the Councrl in Juneg, whrch
|1|ustrated the rmpact that corruption can have, directly and’ 1nd|rectly, on the rlghts of

" individuals, groups and society : as a whole. Corruptmn is not victimless. We fully support the

human rights approach posmonlng people at the centre. ‘We feel that the rmpact of
corrupt|on on human rrghts is well —documented and is further consolldated in your interim
repott. '

However we fee] that the reaI added value that the Advrsory Commrttee wrll bring is in this
frnal phase |n recommendmg “how the Council and its sub5|drary bodres should consrder'
the issue” [to quote Councrl resolutlon 23/9 '

"_'.As deta|led in our questlonnalre subm|55|on we belreve that there is ample cause for B
) corrupt|on to become a standlng issue on the agenda of the Human nghts Councll through

‘ 3 _the creatron of a mandate on corruptron and human rrghts We can see dlstmct advantages*

__m both a mandate for a UN specral rapporteur or a. Worklng Group on corruptron and'_
_’human rrghts fi,.i c = : . 3

. 'A cross cuttmg rapporteur mandate could be more operatlonally focused advancmg our _
' understandrng of the rmpact of corruptlon on specrfrc rlghts and |dent|fy|ng gaps in
. protec’uon through Jomt reports wrth other thematlc rapporteurs strengthenlng synergres )
with other agencres such as UNODC [where the mandate of the UN Rapporteur on Counter-:
Terrorlsm prowdes a good template in this regard for example] and ra|slng7:_|_ssues_re]ated
to corrupt|on and human nghts in country v15|ts L

A Workrng Group mandate could be more conceptually focused recognrsrng that thematlc_

”'reports on the |mpact of corruptlon by sector may beneﬁt from round table drscussrons and'._" - '

'_multlple expert 1nputs

:We would consrder that the Commrttee does not need to resolve thrs questlon but mstead :
- recommend the need for a mandate and 5|mply present optrons to the Councri
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ln terms of other recommendatlons the Advrsory Commlttee could con51der puttlng forward
to the Council, we see enormous potentlal in fac:htat[ng the use of the opportunmes
mechanisms and protect|ons prowded by the eX|st|ng human rlghts machmery

- 'The Counczl could recommend enhanced focus on the role of corruptlon on human

nghts wolatlons within the work of the treaty boches, in the UPR and in the thematlc o
reports of other special procedures '

= The Counc1l could explore how to extend protectlons under the UN Declaratlon of
o Human nghts Defenders to anti- corruptlon actwlsts and whlstlehlowers whose work
relates to the protectlon of. human rlghts Thls could be via mandatmg the OHCHR to_-. :
'convene an experts semmar for example "

| - It could also mclude developmg standards on the |ndependence and modalities of
. anti- corruptlon agenmes drawmg from the experlence of the OHCHR and the Council -
of strengthenmg natlonal human rlghts 1nst1tut|ons For example we are not aware -

of ‘cases  at nat[onal level where anti- corruptlon agenCIes have developed -

' memorandums of understandmg W|th natzonai human r:ghts commnssnons and we

:'_would |dentlfy th|s as an opportumty for an mternatlonal forum such as the
lnternatronal Coordmatmg Commlttee of NHRIs to advance cooperatlon

‘ As vie mentloned |n our Iast meetlng here wsth the Commlttee we would also encourage.
: _the Commlttee in |ts report to antlmpate the llkely concerns of certam Councﬂ members
'related to takmg actlon on corruptlon “This may mclude that corruptlon is dealt W|th
_‘comprehenswely by UNODC under the UNCAC process or that there |s a proliferatlon of .
. .speC|al procedure mandates in Geneva ' : : :

In our vnew the human nghts dlmen5|on of corruphon is - not formally addressed in the_

o _UNCAC or elsewhere There is. overwhelmmg ewdence of the value of a new mandate :

corruptlon and human nghts, even accountmg for resource llmitatrons

_'We would also ant|c1pate d|fferences of oplnlon in the Counc:l over the scope of corruptlon =

_|ssues that the Council should con5|der - whether only’ dlrect or also md|rect ViOlatIOI’lS

affectmg mdnnduals groups or whole states it would be helpful |f the Advasory Commlttee_
) _could gmde the Counc;l in thls regarcl T s : 3 _ _

',Our preVIous questlonnalre submlssmn to the Commlttee provndes some supportlng
B matertal and we are happy to dlscuss any aspect of our recommendat:ons in more detall -
_'here in thls sessmn orin the commg months as you ﬂnallse your report We hope that your

-flnal recommendations to the Human nghts Coundl are as, targeted and actlonable as . B i

.:.p0551ble in order to help advance our efforts to respect protect and fulfll human r[ghts |n .
the hght agamst corruptlon Thank you - '




